
 

 



 

 

 

Who’s Who in St. Edward’s  

Vicar:   Reverend Canon Richard Carew                                    

            The Vicarage, Tadcaster Rd,                               

            Dringhouses,  

            YORK   YO24 1QG 

Email: : vicar@stedsdringhouses.org 

   Tel: 07776683254 

Assistant Curate:  Reverend Angela Morrison 

Email: curate@stedsdringhouses.org 

  Tel: 07776 686129  

Parish Secretary: Wendy Hewitt  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

who will be in the office Monday  - Friday  

Hours: 9.00am—4.00pm (closed for lunch 1.30—2.00pm) 

Tel: 709111 

 

Children and Youth Coordinator: Helen Cross 

Email: youth@stedsdringhouses.org 

Tel: 07436 405578 

 

 

 

 

Contact The Porch on porch@stedsdringhouses.org for any submissions or 

questions.  

 

'Registered charity no. 1131430' 
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Refresh and Relax 

The summer holidays are nearly upon us, and automatically 

we think of them as a time to relax, to go on holiday and 

to refresh.  And yet for so many of us that just isn‘t how 

life is.  If we are lucky enough to be going on holiday the 

process of getting there will often involve traffic jams or 

airport queues and cancelled flights leaving us feeling 

more frazzled than we had started.  And for others, the 

prospect of children and parents being in the same space 

of six weeks without school to break up the day can lead to all sorts of ten-

sions.  And then for many, there is the added pressure of having to find an-

other meal for the children every day for the six weeks when there are no free 

school meals. 

 

That might sound like a very bleak way to open some thoughts on rest and re-

laxing, but it does beg the question as to what we imagine might enable us to 

feel refreshed.  Is it the perfect holiday in the sun?  Or possibly the time and 

space to finally get around to reading that book without interruptions?  Or 

maybe just not having to take responsibility for everything for a while… 

 

In talking to his followers, Jesus told them that real rest was found elsewhere.  

He told them ―‗Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy bur-

dens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I 

am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.‖ 

 

After the ordeals of the last couple of years, it seems that there are very few 

of us who aren‘t weary in some way.  And so Jesus‘ invitation is for us to come 

to Him, as in Jesus we find out what life is truly about and can therefore let go 

of so much that causes us to stress or to strive.    
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Throughout Christian history, followers of Jesus have been experiencing that 

rest and refreshment through spending time with Jesus.  This rhythm of taking 

time to be with God each day is sometimes called the Daily Office.  The word 

‗office‘ comes from a word meaning ‗work‘ and so rather than being an avoiding of 

our daily issues, our regular time with God is part of our ‗work‘ of being human.  

How we spend that time will vary from person to person, but it might include 

prayer, music, reading the bible, having a walk in creation, silence or solitude.  

We each need to find ways of connecting with God that are genuinely refreshing, 

recognising that these may change over time.  And yet it is the spending time 

with God that enables us to reorientate and to refresh. 

 

Yes, Jesus does talk about putting on his ‗yoke‘, an image of carrying something, 

but the point that he is making there is that so often we take on ourselves more 

than we can or should carry.  In coming to Jesus we get to work out what the 

appropriate things are that we should be carrying, and in doing so we find that 

our tasks may even be life giving rather than life draining because they fit with 

our God given gifts and talents. 

 

What would it be like to take up Jesus‘ invitation, to find our life inside Jesus‘ 

own connection to God and purpose in the world? When we return to trust and 

alignment with Jesus, the result is rest. Not just metaphorical rest, actual rest. 

We will find rest for our souls. 

 

Richard  
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The Roof is Repaired! 

 

Carl Harrison and Steve Kenneally of Parkinson, Kevin Marling our surveyor, 

Peter Burgess our Church Warden with Charles Anelay behind the camera. 

Peter Burgess  
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Our theme for the summer issue of The Porch is „refresh‟. As we head towards 

the holiday season, we all need a time for space and reflection. Remember:  

God created rest! Have a lovely summer and we will see you again in Septem-

ber. 

Sabbath Rest 

When you hear the word ―sabbath‖, what springs to mind? For most people, it 

is synonymous with Sunday, and for me, evokes memories of a legalistic child-

hood when we went to church 3 times, (always in a dress!) were not allowed to 

watch TV, spend money or generally have fun. In later life, it offered that all 

important opportunity to try and finish all the left-over jobs from the previous 

week before leaping back on the treadmill on a Monday morning. 

In his book on this topic, Dan Allender reminds us that ―the Sabbath‖ is not 

just a good idea, it is one of the 10 commandments. Why should God make such 

a big deal about having a rest? There are serious consequences that result 

from breaking some of the other commandments. Are there any from failing to 

―keep the Sabbath‖?  

The answer might depend on where we live, but largely depends on what we 

think this commandment asks of us. 

Rather than see it as a day of duties or restrictions, we should see it as an 

invitation to enter delight, to celebrate the joys of creation and the presence 

of the creator. We are told that God ―rested‖ on the seventh day, and we 

should do the same. However, Allender suggests that God didn‘t need a rest or 

a sit down, rather, He stood back, looked at all that He had created and was 

exceedingly pleased with and took delight in the whole show. 

Allender describes Sabbath as a ―feast day‖ that remembers way back in time 

when our ancestors enjoyed the joys of Eden in the presence of God. It also 

looks forward to a new heaven and earth. A day when God invites us to step out 

of the humdrum, and find joy and delight in all that He has created and given 

us.  
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The problem is, some of us find it much easier to follow a set of guidelines or 

conventions, or ticking off the ―to do list‖ than seeking delight. 

Like many women, I have always been irritated by the story of Martha and 

Mary, because I feel Martha got ―bad press‖ whilst her flaky sister got all the 

praise. However, I can‘t deny that whenever these Marys pop up in the gospels, 

they certainly know how to let go of duty, convention and reputation and take 

absolute delight in being with Jesus. 

So maybe, when God asks us to enjoy the Sabbath, it‘s an invitation to ―step 

out of the kitchen‖ and find the delights He has to offer. 

 

Linda Sykes 

 

Sabbath Blessing 

May this day bring Sabbath rest to my heart and my home. 

May God‘s image in me be restored and my imagination 

in God be re-storied. 

May the gravity of material things be lightened, and the relativity of time be 

slowed down. 

May I know grace to embrace my own finite smallness in the arms of God‘s infi-

nite greatness. 

May God‘s word feed me and His Spirit lead me into the week and the life to 

come. 

 Original Prayer written by Pete Grieg, “A Sabbath Blessing” 

 www.-petegrieg.info 
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Schools Out for Summer! 

As schools around the country take their summer break, we turn back 

the clock to a Porch article written 44 years ago about Dringhouses 

School. 

 

From the Archive:  January & February 1978 

 

around Dringhouses 
                                with Keith Nicholson 

 

SCHOOL A CENTURY AGO 

 

Dringhouses School, founded in 1849, moved 

from a room next to the Church to the present public 

library on Tadcaster Road in 1852.  The managers re-

ceived a small Government grant, fees were charged (3d 

a week for seniors, 2d for juniors), and attendance was 

not compulsory. 

 

 In 1902, the school came under the West Riding Education Committee.  In 

1904, it moved to the present site in St Helen’s Road. 

 

 Eight years ago, Mr Stott, the deputy head, compiled a history of the school 

since 1863, based on the log books which head teachers were required to keep.  The 

following article is based on his research of the pre-1904 period to 1970.  

 

******** 

Attendance was one of the main difficulties facing masters in the early 

years.  On December 9th1875, the master, Mr. Lishman, wrote: “The attendance 

continues to be lamentably irregular. Many of the boys’ mothers take in washing, 

and they are continually employed in carrying clothes.” 



 

 

8 

 In 1863, an earlier master, Mr. Williams, had recorded that many children 

were gathering fruit, and on November 13th, school was “thin” because most of the 

older boys were lifting potatoes.  

 

 Again, an entry in August 1866, states: “York 

Races, very small attendance at school in conse-

quence.”  Two years later, very few children were pre-

sent on an afternoon in June, and Mr. Williams was 

told by the children that the manager had given the 

boys a holiday to play cricket. A week later he re-

corded, somewhat wryly, that the manager came to 

school to obtain information “with a view to increasing the proficiency of the 

school.” 

 

Homework 

 

In May 1876, the managers and master offered prizes for punctuality and 

proficiency in “home lessons”, but in July, mothers complained about children be-

ing set too much homework.  The usual “home lesson’ was four sums “and a little 

Geog. (or Grammar)”. 

 

 The master’s frustration is again evident in 1877 when he wrote that the 

pupils’ spelling was still very poor, but most parents objected to the trifling expense 

of spelling books.  A month later he wrote: “The parents of some of the children are 

utterly indifferent to their progress.” 

 

 In November 1878, only three children came to school, because of a 

“tremendous snowstorm”, and the school was closed for the day.  In January 1881, 

the ink froze, and slates had to be used, and six years before, the new classroom had 

to be abandoned when rain poured through the unglazed skylight. 

 

Discipline 

 

 Discipline was undoubtedly strict, and there are several entries of boys be-

ing flogged for telling lies. In 1890, a boy was punished for “impertinence to the 

Vicar during the Catechism lesson.” 
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 Amid these difficulties, however, there were many moments of satisfaction 

for the schoolmaster of a century ago.  In 1881, George Leach recorded that a girl 

pupil had won a scholarship to Ripon College, surely no mean achievement in those 

days for a pupil from a small village school.  

 

 The local gentry took a keen interest in the life of the school, and in 1875 

the Swann family of Ashfield, helped the Vicar to organise a trip to Helmsley.  The 

highlight of the day proved to be the consumption of cheesecakes. 

 

******** 

Smells from the brick pond near the school were an early problem after the 

move to the present site in St. Helen’s Road in 1904.  In July of that year, the mas-

ter recorded that these were very bad, caused by N.E.R. tippings into the pond. 

 

 In May 1911, an official brought a sample toothbrush to the school, and an 

order form (we are not told how much of a novelty it was, or the response).  No 

doubt a more exciting event occurred in February 1913, when the children were 

allowed “to view three aeroplanes which had alighted on the Knavesmire during the 

noon.” 

 

With the outbreak of war, the school was closed 

in December 1915.  The scholars were transferred to 

Acomb C. School, travelling there and back by tramcar.  

Six months later the school was back at Dringhouses, and 

on September 26th, 1916, many children were absent af-

ter being up for much of the previous night because of a 

zeppelin raid.  Tea and sports on the cricket field in July 

1919 celebrated the signing of peace. 

 

Royal Occasions 

 

In 1922, the school was given a day’s holiday for the wedding of Princess 

Mary and Viscount Lascelles, and the next year for the marriage of the Duke of 

York.  In June 1925, the Duke and Duchess of York passed through Dringhouses 

on their way from Bishopthorpe Palace to York, and the children assembled “on the 

high road” to salute their Royal Highnesses. 
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In November 1926, Mr. Claude Brayley took over as head teacher, and the 

next year the school was affiliated to the York Schools Athletic Association.  Over 

80 pupils were wearing the new school cap.  In 1929, pupils watched the Airship 

R100, the largest in the world, pass over Dringhouses after launching at Howden. 

 

War Savings record 

 

A hint of the approach of the Second World War came in an entry for 

March 27th, 1939: “Today there have been over 50 flights of aeroplanes flying low 

over the school.” 

 

Under Mr. Brayley’s leadership, the school be-

tween February 1940 and March 1946 raised £199,000 

in War Savings, an achievement that was recognised at 

Government level. 

 

On May 8th, 1945, the school closed for two 

days to celebrate the end of the war in Europe, but few pupils were absent on Sep-

tember 6th, when 250,000 people watched the St. Leger run on the Knavesmire dur-

ing the first race meeting since 1939. 

 

Post-war plans for 1,000 new houses at Dringhouses were unveiled at a 

meeting in the school in February 1946. The meeting had an amusing tailpiece, for 

the police were informed after a pupil reported seeing a man climb out of a class-

room window and drive away.  Mr. Brayley wrote: “Police inquiries discovered 

that the intruder was a draughtsman from the City Engineer’s office who had found 

the school locked up.  He had probably brought the maps to be used at the meet-

ing.” 

 

In 1946, the fist school dinners were served, but a classroom was used be-

cause the dining hall was unfinished. Within a year, the school was overrun by 

mice, and rat poison was laid. 

Mr. Brayley retired in 1948, and the school’s steady development to the present day 

was continued by his successors, Miss Barnes, who was head teacher until 1966 

and the present head, Mr. G. Hierons. 
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Promise Page-Refreshment  

 

I am writing this article just ahead of our church weekend away. By the time you 

read this we will be just weeks from Holiday Club and the start of the school 

Summer Holidays.   

I hope that each of these times will prove to be a time of refreshment for all, 

but especially for us as a church family. Since we reopened the buildings in Sep-

tember, it has been so encouraging to see our church family life reinvigorated as 

on-site services restarted, our children‘s work went back to meeting in person 

and we cautiously made our way out of the restrictions of the previous 18 

months. The first time I heard singing back in church was really wonderful, our 

first all age service was full of joy and as the year has progressed, we have been 

able to enjoy more and more things together.   

However, there‘s definitely been a feeling of exhaustion that has accompanied 

these times. The last couple of years have left many of us feeling tired, and 

many of us have found this return to some form of normality exhausting, and 

sometimes a bit scary. I know that the difficulties and challenges presented by 

Covid were met with determination and much enthusiasm. We found many crea-

tive solutions, some of which we‘ve kept on our return, but the constant reinven-

tion and the isolation in which we worked often meant we relied on adrenaline. I 

know this will sound familiar to many of us; as we worked from home, missed 

relatives, home-schooled our children or navigated Zoom calls.   

For all the good that has been enjoyed this year, I know it has not always been 

easy. Refreshment is defined as the giving of fresh strength or energy. It is my 

prayer that we will all make time to receive fresh strength and renew our energy 

over the coming weeks.   

Helen Cross, C & Y Co-Ordinator  

A prayer  

Loving God,   

Thank you that we can come to you to be refreshed. Please help us to remember 

to take time to connect with You and receive fresh strength and energy.  

Amen  
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Some ideas to help us find refreshment this Summer:  
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November 2021 SERVICES & EVENTS 
 

 

Monday - Thursday            Church Open during daytime 9.30am - 3.00pm 

Friday                                  Church Open 12.30 - 3.00pm 

Monday - Thursday            Café open 9.30 -12.00 & 1.30 - 4.00pm (8.45am Monday term time) 

Friday                                  Café open 9.30 -12.00 

Mondays  2 - 4pm                Garden Gang (during the season) 

Wednesdays                        7.00 - 8.30pm Youth Group (term time) 

Wednesdays                        Wednesday Afternoon Small Group 2.30– 4pm (alternate) 

Wednesdays                        Moor Lane Group 7.30pm ( 1st in the Month) 

Fridays                                 10.30am - 12.00 noon Little Teds (term time only) 

Fridays (see below for practice dates)      6.30 - 7.30pm Choir practice in Church 

 

Any enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings etc to 01904 709111 or  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

Timings are correct at time of going to press. 

 Monday 2.00 - 3.00pm        Gentle Yoga 

7.00 - 8.00pm        Yoga 

10.00 - 12.00        St Edward‘s Needlecraft Group 

Tuesday 12.30 - 4.00pm       U3A Bridge  

6.15-7.15pm         Beaver Scouts (in term time) see back page for 

                            Wednesday evening session  

7.45 - 9.45pm        Line Dancing  

Wednesday 9.30am - 12noon    Probus  (fortnightly)  

9.45 - 11.30am     Musical Connections 

9.45 – 10.45am    Aerobics 

1.15 – 3.45pm       Art Group  

6.15 - 8.15pm        Perfecting Pilates (2 x 1 hour classes) 

Thursday 10.00 – 12.00         Bowling 

1st Thurs. 1.30 - 3.00pm       Contact 

3rd Thur in the 

month 

2.00 - 4.00pm        Townswomen‘s Guild 

7.30 - 9.00pm        Local History Group  

Friday  12.00 - 2.00           Lunches in Hall  

6.15 - 7.15pm       Beavers Scouts (in term-time) 

July & August 2022 SERVICES & EVENTS 
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Friday 1st July 

10.30am - 12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00 - 2.00pm Lunches 

6.30 - 7.30pm Choir Practice 

Saturday 2nd July 

7 for 7.30pm USPG Diocesan Link-Up supper 

Sunday 3rd July - Thomas the Apostle 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion Ephesians 2: 19-end: John 20: 24-29 

10.00am All Age Service  

6.30pm  HC with Prayers for Healing Readings as above 

Wednesday 6th July 

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

7.30pm Moor Lane Group 

7.00 - 8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 7th July 

10.00am Holy Communion Psalm 105: 1-7: Matthew 10: 7-15 

2.00 - 3.00pm Contact 

Friday 8th July 

10.30 - 12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00 - 2.00pm Lunches 

Sunday 10th July - 4th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30am Holy Communion Colossians 1: 1-14: Luke 10: 25-37 

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 

Wednesday 13th July 

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

7.00 - 8.30pm Youth Group 



 

 19 

 Thursday 14th July 

10.00am Holy Communion Psalm 102: 14-21: Matthew 11: 28– end 

2.00 - 4.00pm Women’s Fellowship 

Friday 15th July 

10.30am - 12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00 - 2.00pm Lunches 

6.30 - 7.30pm Choir Practice 

Sunday 17th July– 5th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30am Holy Communion Colossians 1: 15-28: Luke 10: 38-end 

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 

6.30pm Choral Evensong Genesis 41; 1-16, 25-37: 1 Corinthians 4: 8-13 

Wednesday 20th July 

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

7.00 - 8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 21st July  

10.00am Holy Communion Psalm 36:  5– 10: Matthew 13: 10-17 

2.00 - 4.00pm Townswomen's Guild 

Friday 22nd July 

10.30 - 12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00 - 2.00pm Lunches 

Sunday 24th July - 6th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30am Holy Communion Colossians 2: 6-19: Luke 11: 1-13 

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 

Monday 25th July - Friday 29th July—Annual Holiday Club 

Sunday 31st July - 7th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion Colossians 3: 1-11: Luke 12: 13-21 

10.00am Holiday Club All Age Service  
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 Wednesday 3rd August 

7.00 - 8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 4th August 

10.00am Holy Communion Psalm 51: 11-18: Matthew 6: 13-23 

2.00 - 3.00pm Contact 

Sunday 7th August—8th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion Genesis 1: 26– 2:3 John 1: 1-14 

10.00am  Family Communion  

6.30pm HC with Prayers for Healing Readings as above 

Wednesday 10th August  

7.00 - 8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 11th August 

10.00am Holy Communion Psalm 78: 58-64: Matthew 18: 21—19:1 

Saturday 13th August  

1.30pm  Wedding of Simon Murray & Melody Chadwick 

Sunday 14th August  - 9th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30am Holy Communion Genesis 9: 1-17: John 3: 16-21 

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 

3.00pm Baptism  

Wednesday 17th August  

7.00 - 8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 18th August   

10.00am Holy Communion Psalm 51: 7-12: Matthew 22: 1-14 

Sunday 21st August—10th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion Isaiah 58: 1-12: Matthew 6: 25-34 

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 
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Wednesday 24th August 

7.00 –  8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 25th August  

10.00am Holy Communion Psalm 145: 1-7: Matthew 24: 42-end 

Sunday 28th August 

8.30am  Holy Communion Psalm 24; Luke 12: 13-21 

10.00am Family Communion Readings as above 

Monday 29th August   Bank Holiday Monday  Office closed 

Wednesday 31st August 

7.00 - 8.30pm Youth Group 

From the Registers 

Baptisms  

Benjamin James Duffy 29th May 2022 

Ayla Elizabeth Caldwell 12th June 2022 

Funerals 

Ann Valerie Iveson 27th May 2022 

Saturday 2nd July 2022 

10.00am – 4.00pm 

at 

16 Alness Drive, Acomb Park, York, YO24 2XZ 

(Number 12 bus stop a short distance away) 

Household items, toiletries, books, plants, crafts and more ……… 

Please come along if only to enjoy tea/coffee, cake & savouries 

Contact: Louise Robinson on Tel: 705479 for further information 

 

and 
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Oh Jubilate! 70th Anniversary Platinum Celebrations 

 

Princess Elizabeth was proclaimed Queen of the United Kingdom on 6th February 

1952 and in June the nation had 4 days of celebration.  Many of us will have 

watched the multiple events on the TV, but St Edward‘s also joined in with a spe-

cial tree-planting and Garden Party followed by a Songs of Praise service in the 

evening.  Sunday 5th also happened to be Pentecost, and so the services required 

some very creative thinking! 

 

They say a ‗picture speaks a thousand words‘ and so here are some from the 

weekend.  There are too many people to thank individually – but our appreciation 

to you all is heartfelt.  The services are still available on our YouTube channel if 

you wish to catch up. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vLzyhZW7Tw0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vLzyhZW7Tw0
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The Porch themes for coming months: 

September is ‘Green and Pleasant Land’ 

 

October is ‘This is Your life’ 

 

November is ‘Lest we forget’ 

 

Dec/Jan is ‘Joy to the World’ 

 

Please submit contributions to: porch@stedsdringhouses.org 
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Quiz by Ann Robinson       Answers on next page  
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Prayers and Bible quotes to remind us that God is our source of 

renewal in our minds, bodies and spirits… 

 

Holy Spirit, fill my heart so that I can become more like Jesus each day. In His 

name we pray, Amen. ―Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be trans-

formed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 

what God's will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.‖ 

 

"Don't copy the behaviour and customs of this world, but let God transform you 

into a new person by changing the way you think." - Romans 12:2 

 

―Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give 

you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and 

gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, 

and the burden I give you is light.‖ Matthew 11:28–30  

 

―Yet those who wait for the LORD will gain new strength; they will mount up with 

wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become 

weary.‖ Isaiah 40:31 

Cities of the Province of Canterbury: Quiz answers 

 

Answers: 1. Wells 2. Southwark 3. Norwich 4. Guildford 5. Portsmouth 6. Coven-

try 8. Worcester 9. Oxford 10. Salisbury 11. Birmingham 12. Winchester. 
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Hello from Dringhouses Library! 

 

It‘s summer, the holidays are just 

around the corner and the library is 

running the Reading Agency‘s Summer Reading Challenge for children again, so 

get your reading hats on! 

 

Science is all around you! Pop into the library anytime from Saturday 16 

July to sign up to this year’s Summer Reading Challenge, Gadgeteers! 

What do you love doing? Are you a brilliant baker? Or a mega music fan? Are 

you the tech wizard amongst your friends? Join the Gadgeteers for the Sum-

mer Reading Challenge to discover the amazing science and innovation behind 

the world around you, including some of your favourite things! In partnership 

with the Science Museum Group and libraries. Gadgeteers will feature amazing 

books, awesome rewards, and plenty of ideas for cool experiments and activities 

to discover the science all around you. 

The aim of the Challenge is for children 

4-12 years to read 6 books in the sum-

mer holidays and collect rewards and 

prizes along the way, with a certificate 

and medal for all who complete the Chal-

lenge. We‘re not leaving out the under 5s. 

They can sign up to the mini challenge, 

receiving a sticker for each book you 

share and once they have 6 stickers 

they‘ll get a certificate.  

 

Are you ready to become a Gadgeteer?! 
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We have loads of events to support the Challenge this summer, starting on Sat-

urday 23 July at 10am with ‘The People’s Museum’ from York Archaeological 

Trust. Explore archaeological discoveries from the Trust‘s excavations in York 

and have a go at creating your own modern collection. Feel free to bring along 

five objects you use, value or love from your own life to build a collection with. 

Any object from your trusty mobile phone, to a much used mug or a favourite 

toy can be used to reflect possible museum artefacts of the future. All ages. 

Drop in. Free. 

 

Then on Wednesday 27 July from 2.30-5pm, join the Friends of Dring-

houses Library for ‘Super Science’,an inventive afternoon of fun, discovering 

how science is all around you. Design and make the car of the future, put on 

your goggles and mix a potion and create some magical slime, play with mirror 

magic and make a kaleidoscope. Drop in anytime, just bring your imagination! Age 

5+. Drop in. Free. 

 

Thursday 25 August at 3.30pm, come to a crafty Gadgeteer Workshop, where 

we‘ll make seed helicopters, scratch art and more. Free, no booking required, 

just drop in. 

 

We have things on for adults too, our brand new Reading Group meet on the 

second Monday of the month, and still have room for a few new members, do get 

in touch if you want to join a friendly new group and chat about books. 

 

Friday 1 July from 2.30pm the Wilberforce Trust are holding a drop in ses-

sion, with information, technology and equipment demonstration, support and 

advice for those affected by sight or hearing loss or both.  
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Monday 29 and Tuesday 30 August sees our Big Summer 

Booksale!  

Pre-loved library books for all ages and tastes – adult and chil-

dren‘s fiction, non-fiction, audiobooks. Brilliant books at bargain 

prices, fill up on your summer reads and help the library, all the 

proceeds from books sold goes into the bookstock budget for 

new library books! 

Lucy 

York set novel – Holly Trinity and the Ghosts of York 
 

Local author Ben Sawyer has written an urban fantasy novel set in York. ‗Holly 

Trinity and the Ghosts of York‘. ! A perfect 

summer read, full of adventure, humour, and 

the best and most haunted city in Europe 

(York!). Featuring many locations around the 

city and imagining the strange world lurking 

in its dark snickleways. Its brash leading 

lady protects the city from ghostly horrors 

with just an umbrella, an arsenal of seven-

teenth century choice words, and a Kate Bush mix tape. But she can no longer 

do it alone, and seeks help from Mira, bored bookseller and history graduate, 

who is about to get a crash-course in ghosties, ghoulies and long-leggedy beast-

ies!  

Drop in and see Lucy at Dringhouses Library to buy a copy, or they are available 

online www.shorturl.at/abruN 

Ben Sawyer is a writer of ghostly fiction who has lived in and around York for 

15 years, and this ancient and unique city has grown very close to his heart. 

‗Holly Trinity‘ is his first novel, the sequel should be out next year. 

http://www.shorturl.at/abruN
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We are delighted to have received this article from Mrs Dorothy Ponderdenley 

and wonder if any of our other readers have had similar experiences? 

 

What’s in a name? 

 

My name is Liz, short for Elizabeth and my husband 

is John Powderley. 

When the first draft of our son Stephen‘s funeral 

service arrived in March the last page began:- 

 ―Harold‘s family would like to thank you for coming.‖! 

Harold was father‘s name, so it felt vaguely correct 

as he was at least part of our family.  We had the 

draft changed to read. 

―Stephen‘s family‖ etc.…. 

A few weeks after the funeral in April a very kind 

letter arrived asking us if we would like to attend the annual memorial service at 

the palliative care centre where Stephen died in Walsall, West Midlands. The 

letter was addressed to Mrs Liz Powderley and began…… 

 ―Dear Dorothy….‖ 

I have no relatives called Dorothy but a couple of Dorothys at St Edward‘s.  We 

did feel the need to attend this service as we are well supported by everyone at 

St Edward‘s. 

At the end of May a letter arrived from a solicitor in the Midlands addressed to 

Mrs D. Powderley. I am now wondering if there is a Dorothy Powderley some-

where in the West Midlands, though when we lived there for 40 years, we were 

the only Powderleys in the phone directory (what is one of those?).  The solici-

tor‘s letter was concerning Mr Stephen Powderley deceased and began… 
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―I am very sorry to hear of the death of your husband.‖ 

The letter included 3 sheets of information about Tesco‘s Death in Service Plan!! 

Neither Stephen or John had ever worked for Tesco, though as a teenager 

Stephen did charge a lady customer £79.79 for a pair of tights when he had a 

holiday job in Gateway (if you remember that supermarket?). 

After a phone call to the solicitor, a replacement letter arrived in which Powder-

ley was spelt in two different ways.  This did not come as a surprise because 

over the years it has been spelt wrongly in so many different ways from Pinder-

ley and Powderelli to my favourite Ponderdenley (posh or what?). 

Fortunately, though it could have been very distressing, all this has caused our 

family much amusement.  My family is now calling me Dorothy among other nick-

names and the solicitor has a very red face! 

Liz Powderley 
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Laughter the Best Medicine  

Did you know that many of St Edward‘s Hymn numbers have a 

joke written on the back? It used to be the case that any visit-

ing speaker was invited to read out at the end of their talk. 

But where did this come from? 

We asked Martin Baldock for his memories on this: 

 

―Albert and Molly Williams were leading lights at St Ed‘s when we arrived. 

Albert had been a junior head teacher in Hertfordshire before they retired to 

York. They led Scottish country dances in the hall, Albert was on PCC and was a 

porch distributor. He always had a joke to tell people. He died one Sunday hav-

ing been to church, delivered Porches, got home, sat down, died. 

In conversations with his family it emerged that he kept his jokes in a shoe box 

in the loft. The idea emerged of having them on the back of hymn numbers as a 

fitting tribute to him. 

One of his sons typed them up, Michael Sargent did the hymn numbers and lami-

nated them and the rest is history‖ 

Martin  

 

Disliking his wife's cat, the man decided to get rid of him. He drove the feline 

ten miles away and left him. But when he got home the cat was sitting outside. 

The man left the kitty 20 miles away but when he returned home the cat was 

there. For days, the man took the pet further and further, yet the cat always 

beat him home. Finally, he took the cat on a long drive, arbitrarily turning left 

and right, making U-turns, anything to throw the animal's sense of direction 

before he abandoned it. Hours later the man called his wife: Sue, is the cat 

there?" "Yes," the wife replied, "Why?" "Can you put him on the phone," asked 

the man. "I'm lost and I need directions home." 

 

Did you hear about the fellow who fell into the machine at the upholsterer's 

shop? He's completely recovered now. 
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Young Rodney was in the garden filling in a hole when his 

neighbour peered over the fence and asked what he was doing. 

"My goldfish died," replied little Rodney tearfully, "and I've 

just buried him." The neighbour was concerned: "That's an aw-

fully large hole for a goldfish, isn't it?" Young Rodney patted 

down the heap of earth and answered, "That's because he's 

inside your horrible cat." 

 

Two friends were walking their dogs in the park when one suggested going to a 

bar for a drink. "But we can't go in there," said the second man. "They won't let 

us bring our dogs in." "Don't worry" replied the first. "Just follow my lead." And 

into the bar he walked with his Doberman Pinscher. "Hey," the barman shouted, 

"you can't bring that dog in here!" "But I'm blind," said the first man. "This is 

my guide dog." Satisfied, the barman seated him, and just then the other man 

came in with his little Pekingese in tow. Again the barman announced that dogs 

weren't allowed. "But I'm blind," said the second man. "This is my guide dog." 

The barman took a long look at the dog. "That Pekingese is your guide dog?" he 

asked incredulously. "What?" said the second man. "They gave me a Pekingese?" 

 

Walking to work one morning, a man found a penguin wandering in the park. Feel-

ing he couldn't just leave it there, he went to the police station for some ad-

vice. "You should take it to the zoo," said the policeman behind the desk. A few 

days later the policeman was out on his beat when he saw the man standing at a 

bus stop with the penguin. "I thought I told you to take that penguin to the 

zoo," he said. "Yes," replied the man with a broad smile. "We did the zoo yester-

day. Today we're going to the cinema." 

 

Up in heaven, the pastor was shown his eternal reward. To his disappointment, 

he was only given a small shack. Down the street he saw a taxi driver being 

shown a lovely estate with gardens and pools. "I don't understand it," the pastor 

moaned. "I dedicated my whole life to serving God and this is all I get, yet a 

cabbie is awarded a mansion?" "It's quite simple," Saint Peter explained. "Our 

system is based on performance. When you preached, people slept; when he 

drove, people prayed." 
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Continuing our series of introducing the charities which St Edward‟s is 

supporting over the next three years, Heather Elliott writes about Big 

Futures Foundation. 

 

Big Futures Foundation. 
 

 

 

 

What do the three letters BFF mean to you? 

 

For some people they stand for Best Friends Forever, but for a growing number 

of people in York they stand for Big Futures Foundation, a local charity support-

ing children from disadvantaged backgrounds to fulfil their full potential in edu-

cation and/or employment. 

So, however you choose to remember the acronym, it means that the charity 

will work with children and their families (as a best friend) to see them through 

the long haul from school, through further and/or higher education into a work-

ing life wherever that is possible. We help children and their families with their 

emotional wellbeing and their life skills. Both are known to be very important 

for success in school and at work. 
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Some years ago, the government introduced the idea of the ‗pupil premium‘ to 

find ways to help primary school children who were at the greatest disadvan-

tage in education. BFF was set up just over 5 years ago to be one means through 

which children (and their families) in the York area can access additional help 

and support. BFF offers opportunities for counselling for both children and 

their parents and after school family support groups across several York pri-

mary schools. As yet, the children we are working with are currently in primary 

school, but we will continue to work with them through their secondary educa-

tion too. 

York is often seen as an affluent, ‗green and leafy‘ city when considered along-

side other parts of Yorkshire. However, there are several York postcodes which 

are areas of deprivation and where families are struggling to make ends meet. 

Local schools are able to opt into our services and families are then referred to 

us by the schools. The regular family support groups offer a range of fun activi-

ties such as crafts and food preparation, outdoor play and seasonal celebrations 

(such as visits to the pantomime and parties attended by Father Christmas him-

self!) 

BFF is a small-scale, local charity with a small team of trustees and paid employ-

ees. Yet it has a big heart and the potential to reach and help many children and 

their families. We benefit from a number of grants from other charitable foun-

dations as well as donations from supporters. We are thankful to St Edward the 

Confessor church for including us as one of their local charities this year. Thank 

you too, for the opportunity to raise awareness of what we do! For more infor-

mation, please visit our website:https://bigfuturesfoundation.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

Heather Elliott 

This is ―Biffy‖ the owl, designed and cho-

sen by our children as the mascot for the 

charity. 
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