
 

 



 

 

 

Who’s Who in St. Edward’s  

Vicar:   Reverend Canon Richard Carew                                    

            The Vicarage, Tadcaster Rd,                               

            Dringhouses,  

            YORK   YO24 1QG 

Email: : vicar@stedsdringhouses.org 

   Tel: 07776683254 

Assistant Curate:  Reverend Angela Morrison 

Email: curate@stedsdringhouses.org 

  Tel: 07776 686129  

Parish Secretary: Wendy Hewitt  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

who will be in the office Monday  - Friday  

Hours: 9.00am—4.00pm (closed for lunch 1.30—2.00pm) 

Tel: 709111 

 

Children and Youth Coordinator: Helen Cross 

Email: youth@stedsdringhouses.org 

Tel: 07436 405578 

 

 

Children’s Worker:  Ros Smith.  

Email children@stedsdringhouses.org   

Tel: 07436 505586 

 

 

Contact The Porch on porch@stedsdringhouses.org for any submissions or 

questions.  
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The Colours of Life 
 

When I was growing up in Zimbabwe, we only had black and 

white TV.  Colour hadn‘t yet made it to us.  And so, when we 

used to come to England on holiday, one of the things that I 

found fascinating was colour television.  This really was quite 

remarkable.  When we then moved to England one of the 

first things that I remember watching was the royal wedding 

between Charles and Diana. As we all crammed into my Gran‘s 

front room to watch the service, it was incredible to see the spectacle being 

played out in front of us.  And seeing it in colour made all the difference. 

 

We seem to be living in a world that is getting increasingly polarized and des-

perately wanting to see everything in terms of black and white.  In America you 

are either Republican or Democrat,vaxxer or anti-vaxxer whilst in the UK you 

are either a Brexiteer or a Remainer, Northerner or Southerner.  And which-

ever you are, you are encouraged to see everyone else as an enemy to be over-

come rather than people with whom to discuss and to understand. 

 

Part of that may be due to the pressure to distill every issue to the 280 char-

acters allowed by Twitter, but it may also speak of our desire for security in a 

world that seems bewildering and out of control.  By keeping things black and 

white we can begin to orientate ourselves more easily, and we can also begin to 

feel that we are part of a defined group which understands us and agrees with 

us, and therefore makes us feel safer as we try and make sense of our daily 

challenges. 

 

But in seeking to live in a black and white world we are in danger of missing out 

on so much colour!  The space between black and white is not grey, a fudging of 

every issue until everything becomes meaningless; rather the space between 

black and white is where the colours of the spectrum are played out and bring 

to life the world around us.   
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No wonder then that at the start of the Bible, God chooses the rainbow as the 

symbol of God‘s covenant with His creation.  In the book of Genesis we are told 

that once the flood had subsided, a rainbow appeared in the sky as a sign from 

God that never again would the earth face similar judgement and destruction.  

Instead, humanity is promised God would seek the blessing of all creation that 

we might be able to live fully in this world, a promise brought to fulfillment in 

the person of Jesus Christ, and his death and resurrection. 

 

Living life in glorious technicolor takes some getting used to.  It can feel a little 

overwhelming as we suddenly start to see different shades and colours 

appearing where once we only saw black and white.  There will be times when we 

might look again for the security of black and white, but the call of God is that 

we should be those who live well in a complex and multifaceted world, knowing 

that in Jesus we have a fixed point where we can orientate ourselves and begin 

to make sense of what is going on around us.  Down the ages, it has so often been 

Christians who have enabled others to look again at the world to see another way 

of being, whether that is in South Africa, Northern Ireland or even today in 

Ukraine.  As we follow Jesus, we see life in technicolour and that means for 

better and for worse, and yet in all of it we know that God is with us, enabling us 

to be those who can make a difference in a black and white world.    

 

Richard Carew 
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 In this month’s Porch, we are exploring the theme ‘The Colours of Life’.  

Ian’s interview below, certainly captures all life’s shades. 

 

Life Post Lockdown 

In February 2021,  I interviewed Áine Addyman about her life 

in lockdown and working as a Mental Health Nurse in Manches-

ter, having recently qualified and working with vulnerable young 

children and adolescents in a specialist inpatient unit. We re-

visit her now, post lockdown, to see how her life has changed. 

 

So, give us an update on where you are and what you are doing? 

Hello! so since my last interview I am now a senior nurse working in mental health 

liaison, based in the Accident and Emergency department. In a nutshell, I work 

in a general hospital (Salford Royal). I see both adults and children who are in 

crisis or may have sadly made an attempt on their lives. I speak with them, ap-

plying crisis management interventions and guide them to remember all the good 

things in their lives and why their fight isn't quite yet over. I also support nurs-

ing staff on the wards who are caring for people who have a co-existing mental 

health need.   

Describe your usual day and what you bring to the job? 

I do all manner of shifts, days, nights and half days. I commute to work (which 

means I'm still doing my hair and eyebrows on the train!) and prepare myself for 

whatever the day is going to hold for me. I will either take a handover of who is 

waiting in A&E and on the wards or I'll be preparing to coordinate my team as 

sometimes I am in charge. I go down and spend time with our patients.  I edu-

cate staff, who look after physical needs, and the police about mental health and 

put together a robust plan of safety for when I discharge people either back to 

their homes or into temporary housing, as we have a lot of homeless clients. 

However, it might be I am preparing them for the scariest plan of all...admission 

to a mental health unit.  
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 We hear in the news about pressures on Mental Health Services, Post lock-

down, what are the joys and challenges for you and your team? 

Since the lockdowns I have noticed major highs and lows from the impact this 

time had on people. Starting with the lows (so we end on the highs! Just a little 

mental health top secret for you there! Always leave them smiling!). A lot more 

people are experiencing heightened anxiety, particularly around their health, 

depression, loss of jobs and/or routines, alcohol and/or drug addiction. There 

has been a massive increase in eating disorders and people needing support with 

returning to their natural lives before the pandemic. It's important that I allow 

these people that safe space and we talk it through step by step on little 

changes they can make to make these processes much easier. 

Now for the highs! I am always endlessly amazed when I meet someone, and I 

ask if the pandemic has impacted them, and they say something along the lines 

of 'No! I wish we could go back'. Now why would you wish that I ask? 'Because I 

started exercising! I lost all that weight I've always wanted',' I took up a new 

hobby and love it!', 'I drank much less and loved so much more and have saved so 

much money for my future', 'I realised my dead end job was not what I wanted 

for myself and I started my own business and it's booming!' or 'I got to spend 

quality time with my family and watch them grow which is something that can be 

lost when they are at school or university or live far away for work'. 

How are you and your team making a difference to people’s lives? 

At least 90% of the people we see are struggling in that present moment, they 

have hit the ceiling and are struggling to regulate themselves. We allow them 

that safe space and most importantly, that third party ear - someone who is not 

directly involved in their lives and never have to worry about seeing us again - to 

offload and to provide a third party opinion and things to change, given our ex-

perience. Some people will need a lot more involvement from mental health ser-

vices, which we can refer and provide. Some people just need a kind ear, a ra-

tional mind to talk with them and that support that they are doing well and to 

keep fighting. Sometimes all someone needs is a reminder of why they are still 

here, still fighting. We can all have a wobble, so we help steady the platform for 

you to stand back up on two feet again.  
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A year ago I asked, ‘Is there anything as a church community, that we 

can pray for you, at this time?’ You said: 'Resilience would be the main 

thing. And that we are nearly at the end of this virus! I am currently 

looking for my first mortgage and would like to expand my work-related 

experiences.' What's changed? 

Well, the house was put on the back burner for now. I am loving my new job, 

but it is very full on! Please continue to pray for resilience both for me, my col-

leagues and the people we serve and care for. 

 

Áine Addyman. (Interviewed by Ian Addyman) 

‘The Colours of Life’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello everyone  

Here are 2 photos for The Porch. I hope they will bring a welcome smile to you 

all during the difficult  challenges  around us and in the world today. I remem-

ber we had a CLOWN theme for the school sports day going back many years 

ago and all the staff had to get dressed up. Going back in time, I remember 

being asked if I would collect for charity and the outfit proved a hit. But the 

drawback was putting up with folk who kept pinging my red nose which was at-

tached by elastic. The outfit has long gone.  

Saffron Steele 
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Promise Page – The Colours of Life 

What is your favourite colour?  I recently asked this question on Instagram and 

in our St Ed‘s staff meeting. Some liked purple, others pink, blue, green and 

even turquoise.  

Mine is probably purple. As a younger girl, I liked pink, but I decided against it 

because everyone expected me to like pink because I was a girl. So for a while, 

I professed my favourite colour to be blue. I did like blue, but probably more to 

be a tiny bit rebellious than because I really loved it. For those of you who know 

a bit about me, you‘ll understand when I say there are certain blues I still love 

(TARDIS blue, for instance!) but really I love purple. It‘s warm, inviting and has 

always felt like a cosy colour to me. I read recently that it‘s the colour of intui-

tion, imagination, knowledge, wisdom, spirituality, and royalty.  

I wonder what colours mean ‗life‘ for you? Is it green perhaps, the colour of 

shoots and leaves? New life sprouting. Perhaps orange or yellow; the colours of 

the sun and sunlight? Or perhaps it‘s the blue of the sea and sky? 

One of the most wonderful displays of colour we see is the rainbow, a display of 

the colours of the spectrum produced by the dispersion of light. It seems that 

no matter our age, this visible spectrum always leaves us in awe. Certainly I still 

excitedly point out a rainbow if I see one, in much the same animated way that 

my 3-year-old does! Of course, for Christians, the rainbow carries more signifi-

cance than simply the refraction and dispersion of the sun's light by rain. It is a 

promise that God has made. A covenant formed far back in the first book of 

the bible after ‗The Flood‘.  

Seeing the rainbow really is seeing the colours of life in all their glory. It‘s our 

reminder of God‘s love, power and protection. Whatever your favourite colour, 

the rainbow unifies them all together. For me, it‘s a reminder of the unity that 

we can all share. During the last few years, the rainbow has been used to sym-

bolise many things, including inclusivity, diversity and indeed unity. It speaks 

life in all these circumstances.  



 

 

8 

Whether you love blue, green, yellow, pink or purple, I hope the next time you 

see a rainbow you will, too, point it out excitedly to those nearby, and take a 

moment to marvel at the colours of life in the sky above you.  

Helen 

C & Y Coordinator 

 

A prayer: 

Dear God, 

Thank you for all the colours you have created in our world. Just as we all have 

different favourite colours, help us to be accepting of those with different 

opinions, likes and dislikes from our own. Help us to remember the promises you 

have made to us every time we see a rainbow.  

Amen. 

 

A family prayer activity: Use a coin/counter or dice. Throw it onto the rainbow. 

Say a prayer related to the colour it lands on. You can do this on your own or 

take it in turns with your family. 
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A Message from Moscow (via USPG). 
 

Canon Malcolm Rogers is Chaplain of St Andrew‘s Moscow. This is a member 

church of the Diocese in Europe and thus part of the worldwide Anglican Com-

munion. 

 

He writes in March 2022….. 

St Andrew‘s Anglican Church is situated only 10 

minutes walk from the Kremlin, the physical and 

geographical centre of power. The Ministries 

of Education, Culture and Defence are near 

neighbours. We are in the centre of power and 

yet we are powerless. Today, as many of our 

dear friends have left Russia and as we nerv-

ously wonder whether or when we should leave, we are even more aware of our 

powerlessness. Conflict was predicted and we were helpless to stop it.But it is 

precisely our powerlessness which means that there are things that we can do. 

We are gospel people who serve a crucified but risen Lord. 

 

We are the nobodies of 1Corinthians, and it is our very powerlessness insignifi-

cance and foolishness that can also be our strength if handed to God. 

 

Firstly, we are simply here.  A community of Russians and Foreigners gathered 

together around the Communion table. 

 

Secondly, we can worship and pray. We can preach Christ crucified, risen and 

reigning. I have never known a time when people are more hungry for God. 

 

Thirdly, we can still speak truth. We pray for a time when there will be no 

more fake news, lies, betrayal and violence. 
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Fourthly, we can love and serve our neighbour. Our neighbours at St Andrew‘s 

are the young Russian crushed by what has been done in his name, the mother 

sick with worry about her son who has been sent to the Ukraine, the foreign 

student unsure whether to leave or how to leave, the person who has been 

named on the wrong sort of list, the older person who fears a return to the 

isolation and economic depression of the 1980‘s. 

 

In our hubris we think that we are some bodies who can save the world and we 

end up paralysed. But it is when we realise our powerlessness, that in the 

world‘s eyes we are nobodies that we can begin to see the neighbour God has 

given us and learn to serve them. 

 

Pray for us, for courage and wisdom and perseverance in faith and love.  We 

will pray for you. 

 

There are links also through the Diocese of Europe with Christ Church in Kyiv. 
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Hello from Dringhouses Library! 

 

This May we‘re celebrating the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee! Pop into the library 

anytime between 30 May and 7 June, and write in the Memory Book. What are 

your memories of the last 75 years, in Dringhouses or elsewhere? The library 

was gifted to the people of Dringhouses in 1942, so has been a library since just 

before the Coronation.  Do you remember the Coronation?! Supplied by the 

Friends of Dringhouses Library, we hope to read out some selected extracts at 

the Friends coffee morning on Tuesday 7 June. 

The Jubilee fun continues with a creative workshop on Monday 30 May from 

3.30-5.30pm. Exact details TBC, but join us for some creative crafts to cele-

brate this event. 

On Friday 6 May2-3pm, Local Area Coordinator Catherine Claudius-Cole will 

be holding a drop in session. Local area Coordinators support people who may 

feel unhappy or find life difficult due to age, disability, mental/physical health 

or other life circumstances.  They can help you meet 

new people, get your voice heard, find relevant sup-

port services, and plan for your future. Do stop by 

and say hello. 

On Saturday 21 May at 11.30am, join the Friends 

of Dringhouses Library for a children‘s activity mak-

ing a Bug Hotel! Volunteer Vikki will lead the chil-

dren in putting together a safe hidey hole for insects and small creatures on the 

library patio, made of everyday material. Free, just drop in after storytime. 

Lego Club runs every Tuesday 3.30-4.30pm. Join us for fun creations and wacky 

builds. Free but booking required as spaces limited. 

Our Children‘s Craft Club is on every Thursday 3.30pm-4.30pm. Join us each 

week for fab fun crafts, with a different theme each time. £1/child to cover 

costs of materials. 
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Under 5s Storytime is on every Thursday and Satur-

day, 11-11.30, with songs, rhymes and stories for 

children under 5 and their carers. 

Our friendly Knit and Natter group meets every 

Tuesday, 10am-12pm, for coffee, chat, knitting, 

crocheting, and fun. 

Lucy 
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November 2021 SERVICES & EVENTS 
 

 

Tuesday—Thursday           Church Open during daytime 9.30am—3.00pm 

 Friday                                 Church Open 12.30—3.00pm 

Monday—Thursday            Café open 9.30—12.00 & 1.30—4.00pm (8.45am Monday term time) 

Friday                                  Café open 9.30—12.00 

Mondays  2-4pm                 Garden Gang (during the season) 

Wednesdays                        7.30—8.30pm Youth Group (term time) 

Wednesdays                        Wednesday Afternoon Small Group 2.30– 4pm (alternate) 

Wednesdays                         Moor Lane Group 7.30pm ( 1st in the Month) 

Fridays                                  10.30am—12.00 noon Little Teds (term time only) 

Fridays (see below for practice dates)      6.30-7.30pm Choir practice in Church 

 

Any enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings etc to 01904 709111 or  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

Timings are correct at time of going to press. 

 Monday 2.00-3.00pm        Gentle Yoga 

7.00-8.00pm        Yoga 

10.00—12.00        St Edward‘s Needlecraft Group 

Tuesday 12.30-4.00pm       U3A Bridge  

6.15-7.15pm         Beaver Scouts (in term time) see back page for 

                            Wednesday evening session  

7.45-9.45pm        Line Dancing  

Wednesday 9.30am-12noon    Probus  (fortnightly)  

9.45—11.30am     Musical Connections 

9.45– 10.45 am    Aerobics 

1.15 –3.45 pm       Art Group  

6.15—8.15pm        Perfecting Pilates (2 x 1 hour classes) 

Thursday 10.00– 12.00         Bowling 

1st Thurs. 1.30—3.00pm       Contact 

3rd Thur in the 

month 

2.00-4.00pm        Townswomen‘s Guild 

7.30-9.00pm        Local History Group  

Friday  12.00-2.00           Lunches in Hall  

6.15—7.15pm       Beavers Scouts (in term-time) 

May 2022 SERVICES & EVENTS 
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Sunday 1st May—3rd Sunday of Easter 

8.30am Holy Communion Acts 9:1-6: John 21: 1-19 

10.00am All Age Service As above 

6.30pm Holy Communion with Prayers for Healing As above 

Monday 2nd May—Early May Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 3rd May 2022 

9.30am—12.00 Noon Parenting Course part 1 

4.00pm Communications Team Meeting 

Wednesday 4th May 

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

7.00pm Youth Group 

7.30pm Moor Lane Group 

Thursday 5th May 

10.00am Holy Communion Acts 8: 26—end: John 6: 44-51 

2.00pm Contact 

Friday 6th May 

10.30am—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

Sunday 8th May—4th Sunday of Easter 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion Acts 9:36—end John 10: 22-30 

10.00am Holy Communion As above 

Tuesday 10th May 

9.30am—12.00 noon Parenting Course part 2 

8.30am & 12.30pm House of Bishops Visit for Worship 

2.00pm Premises Committee Meeting 
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 Wednesday 11th May 

8.30am Morning Prayer House of Bishops Visit 

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

2.00—4.00pm Wednesday Afternoon Small Group 

7.00pm Youth Group 

Thursday 12th May 

10.00am Holy Communion Acts 13: 13-25: John 13: 16-20 

Friday 13th May 

10.30am—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

Sunday 15th May—5th Sunday of Easter 

8.30am Holy Communion Acts 11: 1-18: John 13: 31– 35 

10.00am Holy Communion As above 

Monday 16th May 

7.00 - 9.00pm PCC Meeting 

Tuesday 17th May  

9.30am—12.00 noon Parenting Course part 3 

Wednesday 18th May 

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

7.00 pm Youth Group 

Thursday 19th May  

10.00am Holy Communion Acts 15: 7-21: John 15: 9-11 

2.00pm Townswomen's Guild 

7.30pm Local History Group 

Friday 20th May 

10.30am—12.00 noon Little Teds                        12.00—-2.00pm Lunches 
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 Sunday 22nd May—6th Sunday of Easter 

8.30am Holy Communion Acts 16; 9-15: John 14: 23-29 

10.00am Holy Communion followed by the 

APCM 

Readings as above 

Tuesday 24th May 

9.30am—12.00 noon Parenting Course part 4 

Wednesday 25th May 

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

2.00—4.00pm Wednesday Afternoon Small Group 

7.30 - pm Youth Group 

Thursday 26th May 

10.00am Holy Communion Acts 1: 1-11: Luke 24: 44-end 

2.00pm` Women’s Fellowship 

Friday 27th May  

10.30—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

Sunday 29th May –7th Sunday of Easter 

8.30am & 10.00am Holy Communion Acts 16: 16-34: John 17: 20-end 

From the Registers 

Funerals  

Susan Jane Hawes 31st January 2022 

Sylvia England 24th March 2022 

Gordon Marshall 29th March 2022 

Baptisms  

Anya Isabel Connor 17th April 2022 

Jesse Williams 10th April 2022 

Weddings  

Alex Leslie Dunn & Martina Joyce Boda 29th April 2022 
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Happy Hour at the Atrium Cafe 

“Therefore, my lords, omit no happy hour/That may give furtherance to our 

expedition..." William Shakespeare, King Henry V 

The words "happy" and "hour" have appeared together for centuries when de-

scribing pleasant times. 

The use of the phrase ―happy hour‖ as a marketing term for venues such as 

restaurants or bars to offer reduced prices on alcohol however, is more recent 

and its origins can be traced to the US navy in the early 20th century, but the 

practice gradually spread to other parts of the world. 

In 2010 , an UK act required licensees to take "all reasonable steps" to prevent 

irresponsible drinks promotions which effectively banned traditional happy 

hours. You will be pleased to learn that St Edwards‘ cafe is abiding by this law, 

by excluding alcohol from its new Happy Hour but is seeking to emulate Shake-

speare‘s pleasant times! 

From 10 May, Tuesday mornings from 10.30 will be a Happy Hour serving free 

hot drinks and cake in the Atrium cafe and small meeting room. Please come 

along to reconnect with friends - or make new ones. We also hope to offer 

transport to those who need it - please get in touch with the parish office. 

Gill Stamp 

A Big Thank You 

On behalf of The Porch team, we would just like to 

thank June Fawcett who has retired this month 

after well over a decade of proofreading The 

Porch.  

We are grateful for her time, attention to detail 

and efficiency. Her input to the magazine has been first rate.  Thank you June. 

If you feel that you have a good eye for detail ,  and could commit some time 

each month to proofread the magazine, then please get in touch with Helen, 

Linda or Ian on porch@stedsdringhouses.org 
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‘The Mighty Handful’ - a musical testimony. 

 

It started in the third year at grammar school.  Come to think of it, loads of 

stuff started then but moving swiftly on... 

...I‘ve a confession to make.  No, not that sort of confession!  I‘ve had an almost 

lifelong predilection for (most) Russian classical music. Maybe not a fashionable 

point to make just now but the dreadful war in Ukraine doesn‘t, or shouldn‘t, af-

fect or detract from my appreciation of the St Petersburg musical tradition.  

‗Cultural sanctions - hmm‘.  Someone recently overheard me playing an Ippolitov-

Ivanov piece and commented on it.  I was briefly given pause for thought but 

separated this rich musical vein from the Russian invasion of Ukraine and its 

huge human cost.  

I recall that Beethoven and his compatriots weren‘t banned or shunned in WW2 

Britain.  Some will remember the opening four notes of his Fifth Symphony, 

adopted as a BBC call sign and adapted as a Morse signal, dot-dot-dot-dash, sig-

nalling ‗V‘...for Victory, during the War. Buzz me for deviation, there! 

Thirty plus years ago I visited the tombs of Nicolai Rimsky-Korsakov, Modeste 

Mussorgsky, Alexander Borodin and their lesser-known colleagues César Cui and 

Mily Balakirev, in Tikhvin Cemetery in St Petersburg, recently ´de-

Leningradised‘.  My ‗pilgrimage‘ was to ‗thank‘ them, and those that followed, for 

endless pleasure, inspiration and excitement. 

I‘ve read about them, collected their music, imagined their fascinating lives and 

interactions. For many of them composing wasn‘t their ‗day job‘.  Rimsky-

Korsakov was an officer in the Imperial Russian Navy. Some of his music was 

written on board ship, including off Gravesend.  I play his works a lot, always air-

ing his ‗Christmas Eve Overture and Suite‘ and his ‗Russian Easter Festival‘ at 

the appropriate times in the calendar. 
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Borodin was a multi-tasker, dying relatively young of a heart attack.  In St Pe-

tersburg he was a university professor, research scientist, medical doctor and 

champion of women‘s rights and opportunities, especially in the medical profes-

sion. His veins also contained obscure royal blood! Sometimes Rimsky-K and 

Borodin would meet in the latter‘s university rooms to chew the fat and ‗jam‘ to-

gether.  On occasion, deep in discussion, Borodin would suddenly let out a cry and 

dash down the corridor to his lab where some temporarily-forgotten experiment 

was about to bubble over or erupt!  As you can imagine, his output was limited, 

leading one critic to say, ‗No musician has ever claimed  immortality with so slen-

der an offering‘. 

Mussorgsky, a dashing Guards Officer in an élite regiment, musical genius that 

he was, found his career blighted by excessive consumption of drugs and alcohol.  

His friends Alexander and Nikolai did their best for him but to no avail.  He 

never did return  to the ‗straight and narrow‘.   The composer of ‗Pictures at an 

Exhibition‘ in ten parts, the last of which ironically is ‗the Great Gate at Kyiv‘, 

died in 1881. 

This musical fellowship became celebrated as ‗The Mighty Handful‘ or ‗The Five‘ 

but not ‗The Famous Five‘, a totally different quintet. Others followed in their 

‗nationalistic‘ footsteps. I can‘t get enough of the fortunately prolific Glazunov, 

who composed an impressive oeuvre and arranged some of ‗The Five‘s‘ work. I like 

to immerse myself in Rachmaninov, influenced by both Rimsky-Korsakov and 

Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninov‘s Vespers being a special treat; I enjoy a ‗Sleigh Ride‘ 

with Prokofiev who was born in Ukraine but musically educated in St Petersburg; 

or reverberate with Shostakovich.  If you‘re into reverberation, try 

Shostakovich! 

The above form the tip of the iceberg.  Even in my later years, there‘s a Steppe-

like Russian vastness of music still to discover.  However, you may be puzzled by 

a particular omission.  I‘m not an avid fan of Tchaikovsky though I enjoy his work 

(who doesn‘t?) but admit to struggling with Scriabin (who doesn‘t?).  
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I trace my ‗addiction‘ to my 1950s music master at  Archbishop Holgate‘s Gram-

mar School, York, where the somewhat jingoistic school song told the boys that 

they were ‗servants of the great adventure‘ and ‗patriots of God‘s fatherland‘!  

He was Rodney ‗Lu-Lu‘ Mayes, aka ‗Tum, there‘s your note‘ Mayes.  Borodin‘s 

‗Polovtsian Dances‘ and ‗In the Steppes of Central Asia‘ were pieces played dur-

ing music appreciation, and I was hooked, never knowingly becoming unhooked 

after that initiation. I‘ve been grateful to him for seventy years and he never 

knew it. 

Warning: clumsy spiritual segue coming up! There are references to music in the 

New Testament where we read of flutes, pipes, harps and trumpets.  And there‘s 

singing, too. Did Jesus sing, hum, whistle or play?  Being fully human, probably 

‗Yes‘ to at least two of these. At the close of the last supper Matthew tells us 

they sang a hymn (Matthew 26:30). There‘s a spiritual element in music. I‘m not 

a musician but even I can tap into this spiritual vein, which for me very much in-

cludes the work of Russian composers.  Paul encourages us to make music in 

Ephesians 5:19 as he exhorts us to be ‗...filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to 

the Lord in your hearts...‘ 

There‘s also no shortage of music in the Old Testament, either; the obvious ex-

ample being that popular group ‗David and the Slingshots‘ who set many of the 

Psalms to music.  You can accuse me of being a bit of a lyre there! 

‗If music be the food of love, play on‘, declares Duke Orsino in Shakespeare‘s 

‗Twelfth Night‘.  I imagine many Ukrainians would echo that sentiment, probably 

adding the word ‗hope‘ to ‗love‘, as we recall images of musicians playing their in-

struments al fresco with the percussion of war as background and destruction 

all around them. 

Thank you ‗Lu-Lu‘.  Thank you Borodin.  Thank you God. 

Derek Reed. 



 

 26 

The Porch themes for coming months: 

June is  ‘Jubilee’ 

July/Aug is ‘Refresh’ 

September is ‘Green and Pleasant 

Land’ 

October is ‘This is Your life’ 

November is ‘Lest we forget’ 

Dec/Jan is ‘Joy to the World’ 

Please submit contributions to: 

porch@stedsdringhouses.org 
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Long to Reign over Us… 

 

In April‘s Porch, I read about Mark Russell-Smith‘s seeing Princess Elizabeth 

in Kenya, days before she unexpectedly became Queen.  My own encounter was 

also on a foreign shore, but some years later in 1967. 

 

I was living in Malta, as my dad was stationed at 

RAF Luqa.  It wasn‘t a bad place to spend a child-

hood – just before the days of mass tourism to the 

island.  The Queen too had reportedly "spent her 

happiest years a carefree princess" living in Malta, 

on and off, between 1949 and 1951, as a naval wife 

to Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. It was a time 

of near normality for the Princess and the island occupied a special place in her 

heart. 

 

I was at school in RAF Luqa and there was 

much excitement at the impending arrival of 

Her Majesty to the island.  The ‗youth‘ had 

been invited to attend a rally at Independ-

ence Square in the capital of Valletta where 

the Queen would deliver a message.   There were about 300,000 people living 

on the island at the time, and unfortunately all of them appeared to be in In-

dependence Square!  My dad boosted me onto his shoulders, but the crowds 

were such, that even though the Queen and the Duke were on the back of a 

Land Rover, they were a distant blob of bright yellow (the Queen) and blue 

(the Duke).  Still, we waved our Union Jacks enthusiastically and the Queen 

encouraged us to work together to keep Malta a happy place.  We were a bit 

disappointed to be so distant, but the promise of a visit to the night market in 

Valletta cheered us all up. 
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Later that evening, as we walked back to our bus, the streets were all but de-

serted.  Though November, it was a warm evening, and the harbour lights were 

twinkling on the sea.  Imagine our surprise, when a police officer stopped us on 

the pavement, to explain that the buses were delayed as the Queen‘s cavalcade 

was due to pass in a few moments.  We stood lined up along the road, when sure 

enough the lead cars started to pass us.  We still had our flags at the ready.  

The royal driver must have seen us, as the car slowed down to crawling pace - 

and there was the Queen, waving and smiling just for us - a mere few feet 

away!  Prince Philip leaned forward to give us a cheery wave and my brother and 

I were positively jumping up and down with excitement, waving our flags.   In 

my memory, she looked so young and beautiful – wearing a white dress, long 

gloves and a sparkly tiara – clearly headed for an important dinner.  The Duke 

was in full military regalia. The car sped up – and the moment was gone. The 

four of us looked at each other, and just burst out laughing. 

 

Later that evening, I wrote in my diary, ‗I saw the Queen‘.  

Looking at the other entries for that week, I clearly was-

n‘t a great diarist – but should just add that my going 

onto the roof was not an act of defiance, or a sign of 

careless parenting, but the place where all the RAF fami-

lies in our block would meet in the evenings.  It was a flat 

roof.   

 

And now, 55 years have passed – as have the other members of my family 

standing there with me that day – but I will still be waving my flag for Her 

Majesty on her 70th Jubilee.  

Helen Wren 

Next month’s Porch edition is a Jubilee special.  Please do share your stories 

with us. 
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The Easter Raffle Winners 

£119.50 was raised for St Leonard‘s Hospice. Thank you to all 

who donated prizes and for those who supported this by buy-

ing tickets.  

1st prize: three hand-crafted eggs from 

Betty‘s - Sarah Selby - Scout Leader - pur-

ple ticket 19 

2nd prize: a bottle of Prosecco - REN - a 

member of the Oddfellows - pink ticket 382  

3rd prize: afternoon tea for two:  Barbara Richardson – WF 

Member -pink ticket 322  

 

Here are some of our prize winners! 
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Continuing our focus on the charities St Edward‘s is supporting over the next 

three years, we hear news from Tariro. 

 

Tariro.. Hope for Youth in Zimbabwe. 

 

We continue to give 

much appreciated 

help to this small 

Christian charity, 

where I was a vol-

unteer in 2012 and in pre-Covid days managed to visit regularly. It now works 

both in Harare and in the rural area in Manicaland. 

 

The project aims to support a growing number of young people who have hopes 

and dreams for a future which depends on them completing their education. 

This isn‘t easy in a country where the economy is still in collapse, inflation is 

rampant, society is violent and funds for schooling, which are all fee paying, is 

hard to find, especially for orphans. 

 

Tariro sees itself as a family where each person is known as an individual and 

there is no set point where help and support finishes. The young people I knew 

in 2012 in Harare are now established in their careers, often married with fami-

lies of their own and have stepped up to be Trustees and mentors for Tariro. 

 

Recent news from the project tells of the rural young people. Covid has messed 

up schooling, but we did all we could to mitigate this by providing IT facilities 

and arranging extra coaching when the schools were closed for long stretches. 

We await OL and AL results for seven young people, but others have begun 

their further education in colleges and universities. 

 



 

 

32 

Children in Zimbabwe take the equivalent of 

SATS at the end of Year 7 when they are about 

13yrs and depending on results they are allocated 

High School places. Where possible, the rural 

young people go to Anglican Boarding Schools 

where there is more opportunity for a good edu-

cation plus music, sport and some fun. They are 

also released from endless home chores, espe-

cially the lot of the girls, but are able to keep in touch in the holidays, where it 

is safe and appropriate, with the adults who have reared them. 

 

Of the older ones there is news of 

Lamesh who is happy doing a course in 

agriculture, which he chose in preference 

to taking up a university place. Tadudzwa 

is working for a degree in Water Engi-

neering and Chengi, alongside Dumi, is 

developing a Tariro funded agricultural 

project in the Honde Valley which bor-

ders Mozambique. Here they are growing 

cabbages and sugar beans and have established a Piggery. Dumi holds a degree 

in Food Technology and Chengi has done stock rearing courses. They are both 

now in their mid 20‘s and have a link with Tariro as long as they both want it - 

after all you don‘t leave your family! 

 

All the young people express their thanks for the support they have received. 

We continue to keep them in our prayers and rejoice that Hope is realised in 

their lives. 

 

Helen Dawe 
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Election of Churchwardens and Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 

 

The Election of Churchwardens and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

(APCM) will be held on Sunday 22 May 2022.  The meetings will follow after 

the 10.00 Service of Holy Communion, which will be the only service that day. 

The Election of Churchwardens meeting is open to all those people whose 

names are on the Electoral Roll for the parish and persons resident in the par-

ish whose names are entered on the register of local government electors.  

The meeting is to elect two Churchwardens and nomination forms are available 

from the Parish Office or can be sent electronically.  Completed nomination 

forms are required to be with the Vicar before the meeting. 

At the APCM only those people whose names are on the Elector Roll are eligi-

ble to vote. 

There are currently seven vacancies on the Parochial Church Council (PCC), five 

representatives to serve for three years and two to serve for one year.  

Please consider being nominated to serve as a Churchwarden or on the Commit-

tee and be a Trustee of St Edward‘s Church.   This year we do require new 

people to serve.  The majority of those people ‗standing down‘ from their roles 

are doing so because their Term of Office has ended.  It is not just a case of 

re-electing the same people. 

After some fantastic service to the Church seeing us through some incredibly 

difficult times, both Debbie Paterson and Peter Burgess will be standing down 

as Churchwardens, and so please do think and pray about who God might be 

calling as their successors. 

Nomination forms for each of the above are available from the Parish Office 

or by email from: isobelgoforth@tiscali.co.uk   Paper forms for PCC nomina-

tions can be returned to me via the Office or sent electronically. 

Isobel Goforth, PCC Secretary 

mailto:isobegoforth@tiscali.co.uk


 

 

 




