
 

 



 

 

 

Who’s Who in St. Edward’s  

Vicar:   Reverend Canon Richard Carew                                    

            The Vicarage, Tadcaster Rd,                               

            Dringhouses,  

            YORK   YO24 1QG 

Email: : vicar@stedsdringhouses.org 

   Tel: 07776683254 

Assistant Curate:  Reverend Angela Morrison 

Email: curate@stedsdringhouses.org 

  Tel: 07776 686129  

Parish Secretary: Wendy Hewitt  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

who will be in the office Monday  - Friday  

Hours: 9.00am—4.00pm (closed for lunch 1.30—2.00pm) 

Tel: 709111 

 

Children and Youth Coordinator: Helen Cross 

Email: youth@stedsdringhouses.org 

Tel: 07436 405578 

 

 

Children’s Worker:  Ros Smith.  

Email children@stedsdringhouses.org   

Tel: 07436 505586 

 

 

Contact The Porch on porch@stedsdringhouses.org for any submissions or 

questions.  

 

'Registered charity no. 1131430' 
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Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! 

Nikolai Ivanovich Bukharin was someone who was a close 

ally of Lenin.  He had taken part in the Russian Revolu-

tion in 1917 and had risen through the ranks of the 

Communist Party to become one of their most influen-

tial and powerful figures.  He was something of an intel-

lectual, and was a prolific writer and apologist of com-

munist propaganda, thus earning him the office of Edi-

tor of the Soviet newspaper Pravda (which incidentally 

means ‗Truth‘ – I wonder if he saw the irony?).   

 

A story is told that in 1930 he visited Kyiv (then Kiev) and took part in a mass 

rally where he was the main speaker.  He spoke for an hour or so extolling the 

virtues of the Bolshevik party and its atheist philosophy, and in particular at-

tacking Christianity.  He deployed every argument at his disposal to convince 

the crowd that atheism was the only true path and at the end of his speech he 

asked if there were any questions.  At that point a Parish Priest asked if he 

could just say something.  Getting up on the podium on front of the crowd the 

priest slowly looked around and then declared ―Christ is Risen!‖.  And the crowd 

roared back ―He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!‖ 

 

At the heart of our faith stands an event, not an argument.  The resurrection 

of Jesus Christ on that first Easter day forever changed history.  And the res-

urrection is an event that cannot be explained away by clever arguments, but it 

is something whose effects continue to resonate in the lives of those who have 

been transformed by an encounter with this risen Jesus.  In the resurrection 

we have the reassurance that God has definitively dealt with the wrongdoing 

and suffering in the world and has broken its hold over humanity, once and for 

all.  In the resurrection we see conclusively the power of God to bring life and 

hope into any and every situation. 
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Today Kyiv is again at the centre of a battle for what is right and true.  

Devastatingly this time the battle is being fought with armies and not with 

words.  We have seen the images; we have wept over the senseless destruction; 

and we have given what we can to charities and aid agencies seeking to make a 

difference in the midst of the chaos.  And yet in the midst of this the Churches 

are part of bringing hope and life even in the midst 

of the suffering.  ―Christ is Risen‖ means that there 

is hope for a different future, one where the hurts 

and devastation of today does not have to 

determine what happens tomorrow. 

 

Sadly, our political and corporate visions seem so 

often to be too limited to imagine such possibilities, 

and yet ―Christ is Risen‖ is a call to respond to 

others in hope, in forgiveness and reconciliation.  

That is not an easy path to tread.  The path that 

led to Easter Day had to travel through Good 

Friday.  And yet Good Friday was not the end of the 

story.  And nor is the violence that we see today, 

the end of our story.  

 

With God we get to be part of living out a different story, one in which we see 

healing and restoration at work, and one in which people are able to flourish 

again.  To be part of living out that story may yet prove costly, but it is the only 

lasting true story and one that changes the world. 

 

Christ is Risen.  He is Risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

Richard 
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Promise Page: Life starts here…  
  

As we all begin to return to some form of normality, we might begin to ask our-

selves ‗what does my life look like now?‘. Before 2020, our lives may well have 

been on a very different trajectory, and it may feel as though we will never ‗get 

back to normal‘. For some of us, the interruption and disruption of the last two 

years will have been in some ways almost welcome – it may have stopped us from 

heading down a path we didn‘t really want to be heading down or helped us just 

pause and appreciate what we have. For others, the disruption caused by the 

past two years will have been incredibly unwelcome and at times devastating.   

 

Whichever of these two viewpoints you stand at, maybe it would be good for us 

to pause before we strive to ‗get back to normal‘. What if we now have the op-

portunity to work towards a ‗new‘ normal? Perhaps taking from the small amounts 

of good in the recent past?   

 

Perhaps our lives can start again here! There are so many heroes in the Bible 

(Moses, David, Ruth, Joseph [son of Jacob] etc.) who found new life, often when 

confronting hardship or at their most vulnerable.  We are creatures of habit, 

and it would be easy for some of us to lapse back into our ‗normal‘ lives in the 

next few months. But perhaps you‘ll make the conscious decision to do something 

differently than before!  

 

So, let‘s take a moment to take stock…here‘s our chance to begin again (again!). 

Life starts here. Life may never be the same again. For some of us that‘s really 

quite exciting, whilst for others that is really quite worrying. Just know that 

God will be there with you every step of the way and with every decision you 

make.   

 

Helen  

C & Y Coordinator  

  



 

 6 

A prayer:  

Dear God,  

Please be with us as we step out into our ‘new normal’. Thank you that we 

can trust in Your unending love and that You never change in a world that 

has changed so much around us.  

Amen.  

 

 

Which way will you choose next? On your 

own or with your family, spend some time 

talking about the directions you might 

choose next.  

You can use the sign opposite to write some 

of your ideas down!  

More Jubilee Memories 

I recently read in The Porch Magazine that 

you were asking for memories of Jubilee 

street parties.  I attach a photo of a party 

held outside the shops in Middlethorpe Grove 

in 1977 to celebrate the Queen's Silver Jubi-

lee.  The boys at the table from left to right 

are Glyn Merriman, Kevin Earnshaw, Andrew 

Elliston, Andrew Todd and Mark Murfin.  All 

are now men in their mid 50's!  

I hope this will be of interest to your readers. 

Glenda Elliston  

Please do continue to share your pictures and stories.   
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Notes from Deanery Synod  

We met by zoom on 10 February 2022 and two items stand out. 

 

1. Deanery Map Project 

A new project is in progress to create an online map, aimed at students, which 

will include Churches throughout York. It‘s about encouraging students to ex-

plore and join in what is available in the Christian community. Sally Maybridge of 

the Deanery Lay Team and Dr Catherine Reid, Chaplain to York University, are 

already working on the preparation and will be asking churches to provide con-

tact details and a brief description. We might like to review our role in welcom-

ing student newcomers. The plan is to have it up and running before September. 

2. The Next Steps of Living Christ’s Story 

Bishop Alison encouraged us to move forward in faith, holding in mind  

the prayer of St Teresa of Avila, 

 ―Lord what do you want of me?‖  

and the response Bishop Alison heard from a Hull parishioner, 

―Lord we do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you‖. 

To help us move forward, Archbishop Stephen, via a video presentation, re-

minded us how we‘d already set our priorities for Living Christ’s Story by jointly 

working together and we now had the framework for making a Deanery plan to 

cover the next 10 years. We would focus on reaching people, growing our 

churches and developing our finances.  

The implications of this were described by Archdeacon Sam and Acting Arch-

deacon John. They are looking at ways to reduce the burden on clergy and ad-

ministrators by: simplifying admin; streamlining support and advice to make it 

simpler and easier to access; and sharing more tasks e.g. safeguarding. The Dio-

cese is looking to grow in a whole variety of ways depending on the circum-

stances and abilities of parishes and individuals. There is a real need to grow in 

numbers. If current trends continue, churches could run out of members – and 

funds!  
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The Diocese has been running its 

finances in deficit for some time 

and we need to reduce this and be-

come sustainable. Transforming 

overall administration to make it 

simpler and cheaper is part of this.  

The Diocesan Reserve of £7million 

will be used over the next ten years 

to invest in missional growth with 

Deanery Plans helping inform this 

investment. Our work on building up 

younger generations has already been set in motion. We need to keep on. 

There is an ongoing process to reduce costs and encourage self-supported 

clergy. With this in mind, the Diocese will be encouraging an increase in freewill 

offer from 2019 levels, with the aim being for each church‘s freewill offer to 

cover at least their cost of direct ministry by 2026. Currently that‘s about 

£50,000 each year. 

The changes we‘ve all experienced during the past two years has encouraged 

many people to rethink ways of doing things. How we release and renew clergy 

and lay ministry of all kinds is a part of this. One way is to share key church 

resources, such as those with special gifts, across the deanery or nearby par-

ishes. This isn‘t just about clergy ministry. Especially at parish level, there are 

at least as many lay ministries as lay people and we need to encourage people to 

hold in mind Bishop Alison‘s words at the start of the meeting and discover and 

commit or recommit to their own ministries.  

All these things are still in the process of planning and the Deanery Lay Team 

has been asked to engage with parishes and share the views from parishes in 

May when Deanery Synod next meets. 

 

AVW 
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Royal Jubilee Memories 

On 31st January 1952, Princess 

Elizabeth & Prince Philip boarded 

an Argonaut aircraft  in London 

to start a tour of several Com-

monwealth countries, starting in 

Kenya. On 6th February, she be-

came Queen Elizabeth II, on the 

death of her father, King George 

VI, while staying at Treetops 

Hotel in the Aberdare Moun-

tains, north of Nairobi. I must be 

one of the very few people who remember seeing the Princess between those 

two dates. 

I grew up just outside Nairobi, and an uncle, an accountant with an office in 

Nairobi, invited our family to view the Princess‘s arrival from his office bal-

cony. Unfortunately I have no pictures of the occasion, but the accompanying 

picture does give some idea of what we could see. His office was only on the 

first floor, but as a six year old, it all seemed very far away, as we looked down 

on her car driving along the street below, about 20 yards away. Of course 

there was a lot of excitement amongst the European population – we were af-

ter all a British Colony, and she was our Princess, and very glamorous, and eve-

rything was in bright sunshine.  

Soon afterwards parcels arrived from England (which for my parents was still 

‗Home‘!) containing Coronation mugs, tea spoons, commemorative coins and pic-

ture books and newspapers. I remember one which particularly struck me – a 

picture of Queen Salote of Tonga driving to Westminster Abbey in an open top 

carriage in the rain – she impressed me no end! When it rained with us, it was 

always heavy, so we thought she must have been soaked to the skin! (I was yet 

to set foot on British soil, so didn‘t know what light rain was like.) 

Princess Elizabeth’s arrival in Nairobi, 1952 
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Right through my school years, there were constant reminders that Elizabeth 

was ‗our Queen‘. Her official portrait would hang in offices, classrooms and 

shops. And whenever we drove into Nairobi, we‘d arrive along the Princess 

Elizabeth Way, the first dual carriage-way in Nairobi built in time for the oc-

casion of the Princess‘s visit. It all changed 11 years later when on 12th Decem-

ber 1963 Kenya gained its independence, and 

the Union Flag was lowered for the last time. 

My next Jubilee ‗surprise‘ was 25 years later. 

I was then working as a peripatetic chaplain, 

for want of a better description. I worked 

with the UCCF as a Travelling Secretary 

which meant I supported Christian Unions in 

universities, particularly in the North East of 

England. I was invited by some students to 

watch the Silver Jubilee service/celebrations 

on TV in a student Common Room, and re-

marked that I remember seeing the Queen 

when she was still Princess Elizabeth. Every-

one in the room turned round to look at me, 

and it then dawned on me that all the others 

there hadn‘t even been born in 1952; I suddenly felt much older. 

The Kenya she would encounter now is a very different place to the one she 

saw on her first visit in 1952, though the people would greet her as warmly now 

as they did then – Kenyans are that sort of people. 

 

Mark Russell-Smith 
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Hello from Dringhouses Library! 

 

Easter already, hope you‘re all enjoying a 

well-earned break and perhaps some 

chocolate! 

The Friends of the Library will be holding a ‗Gardening Party’ on the afternoon 

of Thursday 7 April from 3.30pm, helping to spruce up the yard for its official 

re-opening on Tuesday 19 April. All offers of help welcome for this fun after-

noon, no gardening expertise required just a willingness to get stuck in and help 

out! Please register your interest at the library, or just turn up. 

Tuesday 19 April from 10am the Friends of Dring-

houses Library are holding a coffee morning and book 

sale to celebrate the reopening of our lovely outside 

patio space. Delicious bakes and hot and cold drinks, fun 

outside games for the children, and a book sale with lots 

of new and pre-loved titles. No need to book, just come 

along and join us for a morning in the sunshine on the patio.  

We invite children to get creative on Friday 22 April at 3pm with super local 

author Dawn Treacher. Join Dawn for fun inventing 

stories and learn what makes a great adventure story! 

Best suited for ages 8+. Free but booking essential as 

spaces limited. Contact the library on 01904 552674 

or dringhouses@exploreyork.org.uk to book your 

space. 

Our Children‘s Craft Club continues through the Easter holidays every Thurs-

day 3.30pm-4.30pm. Join us each week for fab simple crafts, with a different 

theme each time.  

Our Lego Club continues through the Easter holidays every Tuesday 3.30pm-

4.30pm. Expect building challenges and creative fun with Lego every week. Free 

but booking required, contact the library to book your place. 

mailto:dringhouses@exploreyork.org.uk
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Under 5s Storytime is on every Thursday and Saturday, 11-11.30, with 

songs, rhymes and stories for children under 5 and their carers. 

Our friendly Knit and Natter group meets every Tuesday, 10am-12pm, for 

coffee, chat, knitting, crocheting, and fun. 

WATCH THIS SPACE: 

Watch out for the Big Jubilee Read in May and June.  

Lucy 
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November 2021 SERVICES & EVENTS 
 

 

Tuesday—Thursday           Church Open during daytime 9.30am—3.00pm 

 Friday                                 Church Open 12.30—3.00pm 

Monday—Thursday            Café open 9.30—12.00 & 1.30—4.00pm (8.45am Monday term time) 

Friday                                  Café open 9.30—12.00 

Mondays  2-4pm                 Garden Gang (during the season) 

Wednesdays                        7.30—8.30pm Youth Group (term time) 

Wednesdays                        Wednesday Afternoon Small Group 2.30– 4pm (alternate) 

Wednesdays                         Moor Lane Group 7.30pm ( 1st in the Month) 

Fridays                                  10.30am—12.00 noon Little Teds (term time only) 

Fridays (see below for practice dates)      6.30-7.30pm Choir practice in Church 

 

Any enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings etc to 01904 709111 or  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

Timings are correct at time of going to press. 

 Monday 2.30-3.30pm        Gentle Yoga 

7.00-8.00pm        Yoga 

10.00—12.00        St Edward‘s Needlecraft Group 

Tuesday 12.30-4.00pm       U3A Bridge  

6.15-7.15pm         Beaver Scouts (in term time) see back page for 

                            Wednesday evening session  

7.45-9.45pm        Line Dancing  

Wednesday 9.30am-12noon    Probus  (fortnightly)  

9.45—11.30am     Musical Connections 

10.00– 11.00 am   Aerobics 

1.15 –3.45 pm       Art Group  

6.15—8.15pm       Perfecting Pilates (2 x 1 hour classes) 

Thursday 10.00– 12.00        Bowling 

1st Thurs. 2.00—3.00pm      Contact 

3rd Thur in the 

month 

2.00-4.00pm        Townswomen‘s Guild 

7.30-9.30pm        Local History Group  

Friday  12.00-2.00           Lunches in Hall  

6.15—7.15pm       Beavers Scouts (in term-time) 

April 2022 SERVICES & EVENTS 
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Friday 1st April 

10.30am—-12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

6.30-7.30pm Choir Practice 

Sunday 3rd April 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion Philippians 3: 4b-14  John 12: 1-8  

 

10.00am Family Service Philippians 3: 4b-14  John 12: 1-8  

6.30pm Holy Communion with Prayers for Healing Philippians 3: 4b-14 J ohn 12: 1-8  

Tuesday 5th April 

7.30pm Lent Course part 5 

Wednesday 6th April 

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

7.00pm Youth Group 

7.30pm Moor Lane Group 

Thursday 7th April 

10.00am Holy Communion Psalm 105: 4-9 John 8: 51-end  

2.00pm Contact 

Friday 8th April 

10.30am—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

Sunday 10th April 

8.30am Holy Communion Philippians 2: 5-11 Luke 19: 28-40  

10.00am Holy Communion Philippians 2: 5-11 Luke 19: 28-40  

Wednesday 13th April 

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

7.00pm Youth Group 

  



 

 19 

 Maundy Thursday 14th April 

7.00pm Holy Communion 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26 John 13: 1-17, 31b-35  

Good Friday 15th April 

11.00am All Age Good Friday Service  

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

2.00pm  Last Hour at the Cross  

6.30pm Choir practice  

Easter Sunday 17th April 

8.30am Holy Communion Acts 10: 34-43 Luke 24: 1-12  

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 

Wednesday 20th April 

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

7.00pm Youth Group 

Thursday 21st April 

10.00am Holy Communion Acts 3: 11-end Luke 24: 35-48  

2.00-4.00pm Townswomen's Guild 

7.30pm Local History Group 

Friday 22nd April  

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

Sunday 24th April 

8.30am Holy Communion Acts 5: 27-32 John 20: 19-end  

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above  

Wednesday 27th April 

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

Thursday 28th April  

10.00am Holy CommunionA                               Acts 5: 27-33 John 3: 31-end  
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2.00pm  Women’s Fellowship 

Friday 29th April 

1.00pm Wedding of Alex Dunn & Martina Boda 

10.30 am—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

From the Registers 

Funerals  

Violet Mary Gardiner 25th February 2022 

John Rennie Charlesworth 1st March 2022 

Bakers’ Basket   

 

We are all very grateful to our volunteers who bake weekly to keep our café 

stocked with fresh home baked cakes. If you would like to help out but don‘t 

want to bake, we have a solution!!! There is a shopping basket on the internal 

ramp ready to accept donations of flour (self-raising & plain), sugar, baking 

powder, dried fruit, chocolate, coconut, baking cases. Any baking ingredient 

would be most welcome! These donations will then be magically transformed 

into cakes to sell in our café! 
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Together in Prayer…. I know the plans I have made for you… 

 

World Day of Prayer. 

The service this year was held at St Edward‘s on 4th 

March and the material was put together by the Na-

tional Committee of England, Wales and Northern 

Ireland.  The service was organised at a local level 

between St Edward‘s, St James the Deacon and West 

Thorpe Methodist church. 

The first meeting was on the 10th February with a 

rehearsal on 25th February.  The main service on 4th March was well attended, 

with contributions from all three churches.   

The key message was taken from a verse in Jeremiah 29:11 

‗I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.‘ So, the overarching theme 

of the service was hope, symbolised in the lighting of several candles through-

out the service and a packet of seeds being given to everyone present. 

As always, this service is a pleasure, as we meet up with friends from two other 

churches and pray together.  

The opportunity to share refreshments after the service and have an opportu-

nity to chat together is equally important.  The collection of £178.00 plus gift 

aid will go to the national committee for distribution. 

Thank you to everyone who made this service possible.  Next year‘s service will 

be led by the nation of Taiwan and will be held at West Thorpe Methodist 

Church. 

 

Louise Robinson 
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Pen Pals - an ever-so-slightly Eccentric St Edward’s Episode 

 

It started with a Porch article I contributed some years ago.  The item dwelt on 

letter writing in the ‗old-fashioned‘ way, using paper and pen, in contrast to 

emails, texting, and the like. To my surprise and delight something unusual, rare 

even, occurred in the wake of the feature.  I actually got a response! 

The gracious lady respondent was one of our senior ‗worker-worshippers‘ at St 

Edward‘s. Her response came to me by way of a beautifully hand-written letter, 

handed to me at a Friday lunch in the Community Hall. As well as being impecca-

bly inscribed, the letter was witty, interesting and flowed with a light touch.   

A few weeks later I replied, also in longhand, on Basildon Bond (the Essex-born 

brother of James). Because of her surname I replaced her actual Christian name 

with ‗Merrie‘.  She didn‘t seem to mind; in fact I think she quite liked her new 

moniker.  I had in mind that G&S-sound alike operetta ‗Merrie England‘ by the 

brilliantly named composer Sir Edward ―couldn‘t-make-it-up‖ German! 

This correspondence continued for several years, sometimes by post, and some-

times by hand at Friday lunches where my pen pal, part of the team, was to be 

seen ‗sitting at the seat of custom‘ to borrow a delicious ‗AVism‘! These to-ing & 

fro-ing letters persisted even though the two scribes saw each other most Fri-

days at the ‗St Edward‘s Brasserie‘.   

The contents roamed far and wide with topics such as natural history, music, the 

price of stamps, garden pests, current affairs, church, religion, TV & radio, 

aches and pains, the state of the nation and of the world, books...we meandered 

though all sorts of subjects in a refreshingly random manner. Sadly, that corre-

spondence has now ceased. ‗Such fun!‘ as we‘d say to each other. And it was. 

Derek Reed 
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God and the Pandemic by Tom Wright 

ISBN 9780281085118 

Published by SPCK in April 2020 

 

Subtitled ‗A Christian Reflection on the Coronavirus and 

its Aftermath’, this was an obvious book to choose if 

there was to be any insight on COVID from this popular 

and respected author.  For the uninitiated, Tom Wright 

is the Research Professor at the University of St An-

drews and a Research Fellow at Wycliffe Hall as well as 

a former Bishop of Durham with over 80 books to his 

credit so can claim impressive credentials. So what can 

we learn from reading this slim volume of 76 pages? 

 

Firstly that the current pandemic is not unique – there have been plagues and 

outbreaks of disease throughout the millennia; it‘s just that we in the modern 

world haven‘t had to live with one on such a global scale.  This is what a pan-

demic means, not constrained to one country or region of the planet.  Refer-

ences to the plagues of Egypt and those described in Revelation have been in-

cluded to explain that none of these has foretold the end of the world and the 

Christian response has always been to show fortitude. 

 

Secondly, that God is not judging the world and creating the pandemic as a con-

sequence of our actions and that we must repent of our sins in order to stop it.  

That comes across time and again in the book as something that the author 

definitely does not agree with, although repenting of sins is always a good 

thing!  But he says that our sin did not cause the pandemic and it‘s not a sign of 

the end of the world, so asking God to intervene is simply not appropriate.   
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This is where the text gets interesting as the actions we are called to perform 

are the same as we should always have been doing – prayer, service, and rising 

to the occasion as Christians.  But how can we do that in a pandemic?  Which is 

where the third theme comes through very strongly. 

 

The Christian response is that God has already given us the solution in Jesus 

and therefore the pandemic provides an opportunity to consider more weighty 

ideals than (his words) which cupcake to buy.  He feels this is the opportunity 

to turn to God, pray about our actions and then go out into the world and do 

what Christians have always done in a crisis – tend the sick, take care of the 

poor and help out in whatever practical ways we can.  Don‘t go blaming God, 

China or the virus for preventing what we can do through prayer – the basic 

message is to get out there and help the world. Tom joins Justin Welby in be-

moaning the closure of places of worship during 2020 whilst corner shops and 

off-licences stayed open – humankind has as much need for spiritual food as 

earthly food.  But, rules are rules and good Christians should obey them. 

 

One of the limitations of the book is that it was written right at the start of 

the pandemic and therefore hasn‘t been able to reflect on the ways in which 

the church family has been able to respond.  We are told what to do but there 

aren‘t recent examples to back that up.  Perhaps there will be a second edition 

(I hope so) that will allow the positive messages to be followed by case studies, 

which is what any good text book should do.  This is as relevant to the church 

as it is to man. 

 

A copy of this book will be placed in the church bookstall for anyone to read. 

 

Peter Wheatcroft 
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 The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Central Weekend 2022  

This year there will be year-long Platinum Jubilee celebrations throughout the 

United Kingdom, the Commonwealth and around the world as communities come 

together to celebrate The Queen‘s historic reign. Some of these include: 

 

The Platinum Pudding competition 

To mark Her Majesty‘s Platinum 

Jubilee a nationwide baking compe-

tition sets out to find a brand-new 

pudding dedicated to The Queen. 

The Big Jubilee Lunch and Fortnum & Mason are inviting applications from UK 

residents aged 8 and over to create the perfect Platinum Pudding recipe. 

 

Thursday 2nd June 

The Queen‘s Birthday Parade 

(Trooping the Colour): Over 1,400 pa-

rading soldiers, 200 horses and 400 

musicians will come together in the 

traditional Parade to mark The 

Queen's official birthday, usually held 

on the second Saturday in June.  

Saturday 4th June 

The Derby at Epsom Downs: Her Majesty The Queen, accompanied by Mem-

bers of the Royal Family, will attend the Derby at Epsom Downs. 

Platinum Party at the Palace: The BBC will stage and broadcast a special live 

concert from Buckingham Palace that will bring together some of the world‘s 

biggest entertainment stars to celebrate the most significant and joyous mo-

ments from The Queen‘s seven decade reign.  
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Sunday 5th June 

The Big Jubilee Lunch: Every year 

since the idea began in 2009 The Big 

Lunch has encouraged communities 

to celebrate their connections and 

get to know each other a little bit 

better, coming together in a spirit 

of fun and friendship. In 2022 The 

Big Lunch will bring the Jubilee cele-

brations into the heart of every community.  

People are invited to share friendship, food and fun with neighbours as part of 

the Platinum Jubilee celebrations.   

 

Porch Celebrations! 

As part of St Edward's own celebrations, we are inviting our community to sub-

mit their own contributions of memories or to celebrate their connections with 

Her Majesty, such as previous Jubilee street parties, memories of her coming 

to the throne etc. 

We plan to publish some of these memories in The Porch Magazine over the 

next few months. 

Please submit contributions to: porch@stedsdringhouses.org 
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Photo Competition 

As part of The Porch themes for each coming month, we are inviting our com-

munity and readers to submit any photos that reflect the month‘s theme. 

There is a possibility that the photo may be used on the cover of The Porch 

for the coming month. Due to copyright, we can only use pictures you have 

taken yourselves. Photos can be in landscape or portrait, but to be used as a 

cover picture, portrait photos are preferred. 

The theme for May is 'Colours of Life'. 

The theme for June is  ‘Jubilee’ 

 

Please submit contributions to: porch@stedsdringhouses.org 

Platinum Jubilee of HRH Elizabeth II 

 

On Sunday 5th June 2022 St Edward’s 

Church will be hosting a Jubilee party with 

afternoon tea on the lawn, some games and 

a toast to the Queen. 

 

We would also like to send her a card from the Community here at St 

Edward‘s congratulating her on her service to our country. 

 

If you would like to offer to help organise either of these celebrations, 

please contact Louise Robinson. (Contact number on back page) 
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A Pragmatic Polemic on the Pandemic. 

...He‘s got a little list! 

I‘ve been reflecting on the pandemic.  I felt oddly lucky in lockdown, as op-

posed to ‗locky in luckdown‘,  (pardon the Spoonerism - other literary cutlery 

also available). In the light of current affairs and Coronavirus, what follows 

may seem trivial but nobody ever accused me of being profound so here goes... 

 

Much has been said about things we‘ve missed. I sympathise with those experi-

encing withdrawal symptoms. However, I‘ve been ‗lucky‘ because I have a G&S 

‗little list‘ of things that I‘ve not missed. I stress this is my own personal 

tally.  Feel at liberty to disagree and fume: 

 

• Holidays.  Really?  Yes, honest!  We’re not big holidaymakers in our house, 

which is where we generally spend our hols, anyway (i.e., ‗in our house‘). As 

we‘re already at our holiday destination we moderate our carbon footprint and 

minimise travel costs. We subscribe to the ‗Home Holiday Movement‘. I can 

honestly say that lockdown had no effect whatsoever on my holiday plans. Hols 

can be so expensive, disappointing, stressful, with much planning and time in-

vested. Then there‘s the inquest; counting the cost afterwards.  It‘s a bit 

much when you need a holiday to recover from a holiday.  My position is ‗Why 

bother?‘ when there are kind people around who‘ll go on holiday for you.  Altru-

ism in action.   

 

• Travel.  In recent years I’ve rarely strayed beyond the county boundary (‘The 

Wolds my oyster‘).  Whenever I crossed the Yorkshire border, I felt like ex-

plorer Vasco da Gama (inventor of the well-known ray).  I ‗travel‘ (and holiday) 

by TV; the views are better, means of transport and accommodation not a 

problem and more comfortable. The idea of, say, a cruise, simply doesn‘t ap-

peal.  All those people corralled in a floating tower block, a top-heavy maritime 

skyscraper, fills me with dread.  I sympathise with the Venetians.  Martians, 

too. 
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• Parties. Party-pooper spoiler alert...l‘ve long wanted to assemble those words 

into a single phrase.  Fulfilled at last!  I‘m not partial to a party; not a party ani-

mal. To be frank, or Derek in my case, I find them overrated and challenging; a 

chore which partygoers too often pretend to enjoy.  I failed my GCE in ‗Small 

Talk‘, (especially when nibbling and sipping).  I even ask the question ‗Why par-

ties?‘ All right, they‘re in the Bible but that doesn‘t mean I have to enjoy them. 

‗Harrumph! Bah, stripy-minty sweet, shaped like a cushion!‘ 

 

• Theatre.  Never been an avid theatregoer, not even to pantomimes, especially 

as I can‘t concentrate due to concern about what‘s going on behind me. Or is 

that Punch & Judy?  I‘m nervous enough as it is. Besides, there‘s always Parlia-

ment. 

 

• Eating out (that’s eating elsewhere other than at home & church; and not the 

Yorkshireism ‗eating owt‘, (meaning ‗eating anything‘).  I‘ve heard it said that 

hale and hearty Yorkshire folk can be so ravenous that even crockery can feel 

threatened while dining-tables tremble with nervousness. I‘m not against occa-

sionally going out for a meal.  I‘ve been seen in Bettys & one day I‘ll actually or-

der something there. 

 

•  Concerts.  I truly appreciate music; but other than concerts in which maybe 

family or friends are involved, I‘ve not done much ‗live‘ music.  At home I can 

conduct the LSO, or whirl through Rimsky-Korsakov like a dervish...in pri-

vate!  You should witness my ‘Coq d’Or’, or perhaps not. ‗Eat your heart out 

Simon Rattle.  Audienceless, (say that rapidly ten times), I flail away with much 

largesse, though no finesse whatsoever.   
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•  Cinemas.  Not missed the ‘flicks’.  My visits before lockdown were few and far 

between; perhaps an annual event in a good year. Plenty of celluloid action on 

Channel 82, some of which is watchable and a few of which I‘ve virtually learned 

by heart after multiple repeats.  In such cases I don‘t even need to switch the 

Telly on, so I just sit there, enjoying myself, staring at the box as I recall plot, 

characters, scenes and dialogue. Try it yourself.  You don‘t need a licence for 

that. 

 

•  Pubs.  Now this might shock some readers but I’m teetering on the teetotal 

nowadays. Maybe ‗teetering‘ isn‘t the most felicitous word-choice here.  

 

•  Sporting events.  I’ve an almost unblemished record as a ‘sport-free zone’, 

whether spectator or participant.  I first cultivated this state of bliss at 

school, perfecting the art of avoiding an approaching rugby ball while seeming to 

participate in the game, or lingering & loitering in ‗safe‘ areas of the pitch. Un-

fortunately, during peak periods, in avoiding televised sport I‘ve developed RSI 

due to channel hopping. 

 

•  Hugging. I tend to shrink from threatened hugs.  To me ‘tactile’ is a way of 

decorating a bathroom using small nails. 

 

In the light of this list, you might think I‘m a right ‗misery-guts‘. I would in your 

shoes.  But you‘d be wrong. I‘m full of cleverly camouflaged fun, a cunningly dis-

guised ‗barrel of laughs‘. Thus, lockdown for me has been less of a burden. ‗Not 

getting out much‘ before the pandemic has stood me in good stead.  My low-

profile lifestyle came into its own.  I always knew it would if I lived long 

enough.  I try to make up for these deficits by imagination and flights-of-fancy, 

all at affordable prices. 
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Well-wishers comment that I don‘t smile much. Actually, I‘m being careful as I 

don‘t want to damage my face!  However, I do have the ‗mirth gene‘, even if it‘s 

well buried. It‘s alluded to in Proverbs 17 v.22, ‗A cheerful heart is a good medi-

cine, but a downcast spirit dries up the bones‘, which I don‘t think is referring to 

arthritis.   

 

My unsmiling visage hides a contentment bordering on optimism...plus a touch of 

Churchill‘s ‗KBO‘ which I‘ll not spell out in this respectable journal. I believe that 

deep down all Christians are essentially optimists - with good reason. Just con-

sider what we have and what‘s in store by the grace of God. So, if I look glum, 

fret not, I‘m just being positive though not making a very good job of it to casual 

observers.  

 

As I tell my ex-RAF pals when they‘re feeling a bit low of altitude; ―Press on re-

wardless‖ or ―Per Ardua ad Aspirin‖ which is Latin for ‗keep taking the tablets‘. 

For Christians there‘s always ultimate hope. 

 

Thanks for listening.  Feeling better 

already.  

 

Derek Reed 



 

 

 




