
 

 



 

 

 

Who’s Who in St. Edward’s  

Vicar:   Reverend Canon Richard Carew                                    

            The Vicarage, Tadcaster Rd,                               

            Dringhouses,  

            YORK   YO24 1QG 

Email: : vicar@stedsdringhouses.org 

   Tel: 07776683254 

Assistant Curate:  Reverend Angela Morrison 

Email: curate@stedsdringhouses.org 

  Tel: 07776 686129  

Parish Secretary: Wendy Hewitt  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

who will be in the office Monday  - Friday  

Hours: 9.00am—4.00pm (closed for lunch 1.30—2.00pm) 

Tel: 709111 

 

Children and Youth Coordinator: Helen Cross 

Email: youth@stedsdringhouses.org 

Tel: 07436 405578 

 

 

Children’s Worker:  Ros Smith.  

Email children@stedsdringhouses.org   

Tel: 07436 505586 

 

 

Contact The Porch on porch@stedsdringhouses.org for any submissions or 

questions.  

 

'Registered charity no. 1131430' 
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Lent Gift 

For Christmas I got given a Calendar with a ‗dad joke‘ for 

each day.  You know the sort of thing- ―I‘m worried about this 

calendar- its days are numbered‖ or ‗Jokes about German sau-

sages are the wurst‖.  Clearly I loved it and will happily retell 

each joke that I can remember to as many people who will lis-

ten and not walk away in disgust. 

I realized how appropriate that present was and how I love 

those groan making plays on words when I was thinking about the theme of 

Lent, which starts on 2nd March with Ash Wednesday.  I started thinking that 

the word ‗Lent‘ implies that we have somehow only borrowed the time and have 

to give it back at the end, and so maybe it should be called ‗Gift‘ instead.  Lent 

as a time of prayer, reflection and fasting might not sound like many people‘s 

idea of a ‗gift‘ and yet the opportunity to slow down, to reflect on deeper reali-

ties and to set some more time aside to be with God is always something that is 

worth doing, and can indeed be a gift to us. 

On 23rd March we will mark two years since the announcement of the first 

Covid lockdown, which then started on 26th March.  During that time we have 

endured much, we have discovered much, and we find ourselves in a very differ-

ent world from two years ago.  I wonder if one of the things that we can use 

the gift of Lent for this year is to ponder before God what we feel that we 

have lost during those two years, what we have learned, and then to prioritise 

what we want the shape of this next year to look like.   

As we ponder our story of the last couple of years, we are reminded that our 

story is held within the larger story of God.  In the Old Testament the People 

of God were given a series of regular festivals throughout the year where they 

stepped back from the busyness of daily life and invited to remember all that 

God had done for them in the past, to recognize His presence with them in the 

present and to entrust themselves to being part of that story of God for the 

future. 
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Lent is one of those times for us.  I wonder what the key themes of your story 

are at the moment?  I wonder where you have experienced times of rejoicing, 

and where you have experienced times of desolation?  And I wonder too where 

you feel that God has been in those best of times and worst of times? 

Even when things seem uncertain we are reminded that God is still God, and that 

God is good.  The story of God is a story of life and hope even in the midst of 

whatever turmoil we might experience, with God always seeking to be a blessing 

to us, that we in turn might be a blessing to others.   

The word ‗Lent‘ has its origins in the Old English word for Spring, and it is in 

Spring that we see signs of renewal and life.  As we journey through this Lent I 

pray that we too will see those signs of life around us as we ponder again the 

amazing story of the God made visible in Jesus Christ and entrust our story 

afresh to Him.  As we take that risk of faith I pray that we will know the 

presence of God with us bringing us renewal in body, mind and spirit, and that we 

may see this Lent as ‗gift‘ to each one of us. 

 

Richard 
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Spring 

 

Nothing is so beautiful as Spring – 

When weeds, in wheels, shoot long and lovely and lush; 

Thrush‘s eggs look little low heavens, and thrush 

Through the echoing timber does so rinse and wring 

The ear, it strikes like lightning to hear him sing; 

The glassy pear tree leaves and blooms, they brush 

The descending blue; that blue is all in a rush 

With richness; the racing lambs too have fair their fling. 

 

What is all this juice and all this joy? 

A strain of the earth‘s sweet being in the beginning 

In Eden garden. – Have, get, before it cloy, 

Before it cloud, Christ, lord, and sour with sinning, 

Innocent mind and Mayday in girl and boy, 

Most, O maid‘s child, thy choice and worthy the winning. 

 

  Spring reflection By Gerard Manley Hopkins 
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A spring in their step 

 

45 years ago, Peter and Chris Batty began 

delivering The Porch magazine.  At that 

time, a gallon of petrol cost 78p.  You could 

purchase a brand-new Ford Cortina for 

£2523.00, eggs would set you back 22p 

and The Porch magazine cost 4p! The 

Queen was celebrating 25 years on the 

throne and President Carter was the Presi-

dent of the USA.  Concord had its maiden 

commercial flight and on the other side of the world, England faced Australia in 

a Centenary Test match.  Australia won….. so maybe not everything changes! 

In recent weeks, several of our longstanding and faithful distributors of The 

Porch have decided to hang up their walking shoes and take a well-earned rest. 

So, I have been to interview Peter and Chris Batty, and find out a bit more. 

 

How did you come to deliver The Porch? 

We moved to our current home on Tadcaster Road in 1976 from Newark. Peter‘s 

company was taken over by John Smiths brewery and he was appointed Regional 

Sales Director, at their site in Tadcaster. Shortly after, Chris‘s mother, Edna 

Turnbull, also moved to York and bought a house in Hunters Way. 

We attended St Michael le Belfry for a little while but did not settle there, so 

moved to St Edward‘s. When Edna was asked if she would deliver copies of The 

Porch, she deftly side-stepped the request and volunteered Peter, on her be-

half, to which he chivalrously agreed and continued to do until the Lockdown of 

2020. 
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What changes have you seen over the years? 

Well, we have seen a series of incumbents, though 3 is probably not a lot in 45 

years. Andrew Girling had only just been appointed when we arrived. 

The Porch was printed in black &white and cost 4p. 

We originally delivered to Tadcaster Road, Hunters Way and all the streets off 

there. The delivery round then expanded to include the Ashfield Flats, but had 

to shrink back when Peter‘s mobility decreased. 

Have you continued delivering to some of the original people? 

Probably not the original people, but often the same properties. This seems to 

be a curious thing that when people moved, they recommended The Porch to the 

new owners. In fact, I think one family only agreed to sell their house on this 

condition! 

What have been the best and worst things about delivering The Porch. 

We have really enjoyed meeting and getting to know some extremely nice peo-

ple. However, getting money out of said extremely nice people has sometimes 

been a challenge. Chris hastens to add that it wasn‘t that they didn‘t want to 

pay, just that it was often difficult to catch them at home. 

I understand from Chris and Peter that they are not the only ones who have 

delivered or contributed to The Porch over many, many years. If you are one of 

these and would like to tell us of your exploits and experiences, please get in 

touch. We would love to print your story. Otherwise, THANK YOU VERY MUCH 

for your long service. 

As we move towards the Royal Jubilee celebrations, we will be publishing stories 

that directly or indirectly link to this. If you have memories, stories, or recol-

lections of Her Majesty, and previous Jubilee celebrations, please let us know.  

 

Interview with Linda Sykes 
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Our theme for The Porch this the month is aptly ‘Spring’ and here Helen 

Cross reflects on the butterfly emerging into its glorious new life from a 

chrysalis.. 

Promise Page: Spring – a new life; a miracle 

The most repeated phrase in my house for the past two months has been ―We 

don‘t talk about Bruno, no, no!‖. For those of you who have no idea what this re-

fers to, this means you have not had the pleasure of watching Disney‘s film 

‗Encanto‘ almost constantly on repeat since Christmas.  

In the film, where the Madrigal family live in a protected place brought about by 

a miracle, each of the members have a special gift which they use to the benefit 

of those around them. I suspect I could use this film to draw multiple lessons 

for our children and young people about their own gifts and how special they 

each are. But for now, I want to talk about one song in particular. 

This song is called ‗Dos Oruguitas‘ or ‗Two Little Caterpillars‘. In the song, it 

talks about two little caterpillars who must go through a really hard time to be-

come the butterflies they are meant to be. The song tells us that they stay to-

gether and keep moving forward through changing times. Eventually they realise 

they need to separate in order for a miracle to come to build their future.  

As they emerge, it says: 

―There are already miracles, chrysalises breaking open 

You must fly, you must find your own future‖ 

It‘s no overstatement to say that the last two years have been, and continue to 

be, incredibly difficult for many of us. We were kept apart during a time where 

many of us felt that times were changing fast, and things were not going as we 

had hoped. But as things open up again and we emerge from our chrysalises, I 

hope we find that there are many miracles around us. Our youth group were re-

cently asked if they could think of any good that has come out of the last two 

years, despite everything, and to their surprise they could actually think of sev-

eral really positive things (including, naturally, their amazing youth group – but 

they may have been prompted in that!).  

As we move into Spring and see new life spring up around us, my prayer for us all 

is that we find miracles emerging from our difficult times.  

Helen, C&Y Coordinator  
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A prayer: 

God,  

Thank you that there are miracles in our world and that You bring us hope. 

The past two years have been a real struggle, but just as a caterpillar 

struggles out of its chrysalis to become a butterfly, please help us to 

emerge from this time and to move forward into the future You have 

planned for us.  

Amen. 

Family Miracles Activity 

Colour in this butterfly together and note around it all the good things you can 

think of. 

(You can print the image direct from our website if you prefer: https://

www.stedsdringhouses.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Butterfly.pdf) 

 

https://www.stedsdringhouses.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Butterfly.pdf
https://www.stedsdringhouses.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Butterfly.pdf
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First Shoots… 

Summer Time begins, so my diary tells me, on Mothering Sunday, the 27th 

March! Traditionally, it is also the date when St 

Ed’s Garden Gang start again. The rest of na-

ture and The Porch editors think it is still Spring. 

And so it is! The rest of nature is showing little 

sign of waking from Winter, but growth will come 

with a rush. And as I write the snowdrops and 

some crocuses are out, and the odd brave daffo-

dil is about to open.  

St Ed‘s Garden has had a rough time in the last year with scaffolding and 

builders on the Church and Community Hall, and adjoining flowers beds and 

shrubs being rather mauled. Nevertheless even on trampled beds there are 

signs of spring, and the GG wants to be ready to get gardening. 

Some of us have been active in the late autumn and winter. After George Jar-

dine built a new soak away, that area has been smoothed over and seeded, re-

sulting in a re-siting of the compost ‗bins‘, and the roses have now been pruned 

and fertilized. Other winter dead has been removed too. It now awaits the 

Garden Gang to fall in. 

We have some ideas for 2022 – filling in the gaps in the rose beds next au-

tumn, being one. We hope some of St Ed‘s members might like to contribute to 

the purchase of new ones – we‘ll need about 12! The old roses must be 40-50 

years old, and their variety is not known – so to get a colour match may be dif-

ficult. But a contrast, such as a white or yellow variety, may be eye-catching! 

Let‘s have ideas. Rogers of Pickering keep hundreds of varieties! 

It is also our Queen‘s Platinum Jubilee – we could plant a tree to mark it. 

There was an old Rowan tree outside the Community hall (where the Christmas 

Tree stood this last year) before the work on the Hall. Again it would be good 

to have some ideas as to how in the garden we mark this occasion. 
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We will however be needing some more gardeners – none of us are getting any 

younger, and some have for a variety of reasons had to withdraw. Any recruits 

will be welcome – someone to mow the grass and strim undergrowth, some to do 

the heavier work, others simply to keep things looking presentable. We always 

have a break for a cuppa and natter, and people ‗come when they can and go 

when they must‘. No real skill is required, so how about it? 

We will meet again on Monday 28th March at 2.00pm – 4.00pm. The Garden 

Gang will be there. 

The importance of that space, the St Ed‘s Garden, and its impact on the local 

neighbourhood, cannot be over-estimated, not only as an area of welcome to 

the Church and Hall buildings, but as sight for sore eyes, a pit-stop for tired 

brains, and a haven of peace for those wanting to sit and think, or pray, or sim-

ply be. 

The Under-Gardener 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  

This year there will be year-long Platinum Jubilee 

celebrations throughout the United Kingdom, the 

Commonwealth and around the world as communi-

ties come together to celebrate The Queen‘s his-

toric reign.  

Porch Celebrations! 

As part of St Edward's own celebrations, we are inviting our community to 

submit their own contributions of memories or to celebrate their connections 

with Her Majesty, such as previous Jubilee street parties, memories of her 

coming to the throne etc. 

We plan to publish some of these memories in The Porch Magazine over the 

next few months. To start, we are re-printing Christine Hanby‘s article from 

2012 about her Jubilee memories  

Please submit contributions to: porch@stedsdringhouses.org 
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The Power of Music: Playlist for Life 

Depending on when you were a teenager, you are likely to have some treasured 

music from that era. If you like classical music you will have particular favour-

ites. You may well have chosen music for a wedding 

or a funeral for a loved one. Those of us with church 

connections will have a list of favourite hymns or 

choruses - and those of us of a certain age will recall 

the hymns sung in school assembly. Musical memories 

are deeply embedded into our lives - think of nursery 

rhymes, radio or TV theme tunes , regional songs or 

football chants. 

Playlist for Life is a music and dementia charity 

bringing the power of personal music playlists to 

those living with dementia. I think this fascinating 

website has a much wider application however and I commend their website to 

everyone interested in collecting together their own or someone else‘s musical 

memories. I do wish I had known about Playlist for Life at the beginning of lock-

down. 

The site guides you very simply through the stages 

of making a personalised playlist - I have to con-

fess that although I have heard of the music 

streaming service, Spotify I assumed it was a paid 

service, but these instructions use a free version 

which can only be used online. Many readers will be 

shocked at my Spotify ignorance but I found this 

very easy to subscribe. The links on the Playlist 

website are very helpful: the 100 years book lists 

songs through each decade and BBC music memo-

ries has an impressive list of music used on TV or 

radio under various headings. 
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If making a playlist for someone in a care home or for someone with dementia 

note that psychologists have shown that we create more memories between the 

ages of 10 and 30 than at any other time in our lives so try tunes from this pe-

riod in their life. You can also use the resources to create a playlist for a special 

birthday or anniversary. 

For more information and to access the free resources see Playlistforlife.org.uk 

Do get in touch if you would like help with a playlist or are interested in meeting 

in the community hall in late Spring to share some musical memories. 

Gill Stamp 707516, gill@gillmyers.plus.com 
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An invitation to the men of Dringhouses…. 

Have you missed the chance for a good natter or to put the world to rights over the last 2 

years? Well, maybe the latter is a tall order, but you‘ll receive a very warm welcome for a 

friendly chat at The Wise Men group.  

Join us not at The Star but tie up your camel at The Cross Keys on Tuesday 15 

March any time after 7 pm. We hope to resume our much-loved summer outing, 

so do come with any ideas. Wisdom is not compulsory and new members are espe-

cially welcome. For more details: Geoff Stamp 707516 or Ian Addyman 
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November 2021 SERVICES & EVENTS 
 

 

Tuesday—Thursday           Church Open during daytime 9.30am—3.00pm 

 Friday                                  Church Open 12.30—3.00pm 

Monday—Thursday            Café open 9.30—12.00 & 1.30—4.00pm (8.45am Monday term time) 

Friday                                  Café open 9.30—12.00 

Mondays  2-4pm                  Garden Gang (during the season) 

Wednesdays                         7.30—8.30pm Youth Group (term time) 

Wednesdays                         Wednesday Afternoon Small Group 2.30– 4pm (alternate) 

Wednesdays                          Moor Lane Group 7.30pm ( 1st in the Month) 

Fridays                                   10.30am—12.00 noon Little Teds (term time only) 

Fridays (see below for practice dates)      6.30-7.30pm Choir practice in Church 

 

Any enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings etc to 01904 709111 or  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

Timings are correct at time of going to press. 

 Monday 2.30-3.30pm        Gentle Yoga 

7.00-8.00pm        Yoga 

10.00—12.00        St Edward‘s Needlecraft Group 

Tuesday 12.30-4.00pm       U3A Bridge  

6.15-7.15pm         Beaver Scouts (in term time) see back page for 

                            Wednesday evening session  

7.45-9.45pm        Line Dancing  

Wednesday 9.30am-12noon    Probus  (fortnightly)  

9.45—11.30am     Musical Connections 

10.00– 11.00 am   Aerobics 

1.15 –3.45 pm       Art Group  

6.15—8.15pm       Perfecting Pilates (2 x 1 hour classes) 

Thursday 10.00– 12.00        Bowling 

1st Thurs. 2.00—3.00pm      Contact 

3rd Thur in the 

month 

2.00-4.00pm        Townswomen‘s Guild 

7.30-9.30pm        Local History Group  

Friday  12.00-2.00           Lunches in Hall  

6.15—7.15pm       Beavers Scouts (in term-time) 

March 2022 SERVICES & EVENTS 
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Tuesday 1st March 

7.30—9.00pm Praying through Loss & Change 

Wednesday 2nd  March Ash Wednesday 

12.00 Noon (in the Hall Meeting Room) Praying in Company 

2.00pm Wednesday Afternoon Group 

7.00pm-8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 3rd March 

10.00am Holy Communion Psalm 1: Luke 9: 22-25 

2.00pm Contact 

Friday 4th March 

10.30am—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

2.00pm World Day of Prayer 

6.30—7.30pm Choir Practice 

Sunday 6th March—Lent 1 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion Romans 10:8b-13: Luke 4: 1-13 

10.00am Family Service  

6.30pm Holy Communion with Prayers for Healing Readings as above 

Tuesday 8th March 

10.30am—12.00 noon Townswomen's Guild Coffee Morning 

Wednesday 9th  

12.00 (in the Hall Meeting Room) Praying in Company 

7.30—9.00pm Moor Lane Group 

7.00—8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 10th  

10.00am  Holy Communion Psalm 138: Matthew 7: 7-12 
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7.00—8.30pm in Church Art Exhibition by St Edward’s Art Group 

Friday 11th March 

9.00am—2.00pm Art Exhibition by St Edward’s Art Group 

10.30—12.00 Little Teds 

Sunday 13th March—Lent 2 

8.30am Holy Communion Philippians 3: 17-4:1: Luke 13: 31-end 

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 

Tuesday 15th March   7.30pm Wise men at the Cross Keys 

Wednesday 16th March 

12.00 noon (in the Hall Meeting Room) Praying in Company 

2.00pm Wednesday Afternoon Small Group 

7.00—8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 17th March St Patrick’s Day 

10.00am Holy Communion Psalm 91: 1-4, 13-end: Luke 10: 1-12, 17-20 

2.00—4.00pm Townswomen's Guild 

7.30pm Local History Group 

Friday 18th  

10.30am—12.00noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

6.30—7.30pm Choir Practice 

Sunday 20th March—Lent 3 

8.30am Holy Communion 1 Corinthians  10: 1-13: Luke 13: 1-9 

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 

Monday 21st March 

7.00 for 7.30pm PCC Meeting 

Wednesday 23rd  

12.00 ( in the Hall Meeting Room) Praying in Company 
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7.00—8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 24th March  

10.00am  Holy Communion Psalm 95: 1-2. 6-end: Luke 11: 14-23 

Friday 25th March 

10.30 am—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

Sunday 27th March—Lent 4 

8.30am Holy Communion 2 Corinthians 3: 12-4: 2: Luke 9: 28-36 (37-43a) 

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 

Wednesday 30th March  

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

2.00—4.00pm Wednesday Afternoon Small Group 

7.00—8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 31st March 

10.00am Psalm 106: 19-23: John 5: 31-end 

2.00pm Women’s Fellowship 

 

 

From the Registers 

Baptisms  

30th January Edie Alice Friend 

6th February Charlie Jack Foster 

Funerals  

18th January Margaret Smith 
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Hello from Dringhouses Library,  

 

We‘re all about the crafts this month at 

Dringhouses Library. 

Thursday 17 March Join STEM Ambassador Ally for a special STEM activity 

for British Science Week: learn about genetics in 

a hands-on session playing with DNA!*Make a 

bead bracelet that is specific to you, creating a 

DNA sequence that spells your name! Suitable for 

children 4-12 years, free but booking essential as 

spaces limited. Book in the library, or call 01904 

552674, email dringhouses@exploreyork.org.uk 

Children’s Craft Club has restarted, every Thursday after school 3.30pm-

5pm. Drop in for all sorts of fun crafts – glitter, glue, and mess guaranteed! 

Suitable for children 4-12 years. 

York Literature Festival runs from 18-27 March in various locations across the 

city, including the main library. Visit Explore York Library for children‘s day on 

Saturday 26 March including story times, one children‘s authors Catherine 

Jacob and Stephen Munzer. More information and tickets can be found online at 

yorkliteraturefestival.co.uk or come into the library to get a brochure. 

Storytime is on every Thursday and Saturday, 11-11.30, with songs, rhymes and 

stories for children under 5 and their carers. 

Our friendly Knit and Natter group meet every Tuesday, 10am-12pm, for cof-

fee, chat, knitting, crocheting, and fun. 

 

*Not real DNA, no genetic engineering or mutant superhero creation will take 

place at this session. 

Lucy 
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The Atrium Café NEEDS YOU 

 

The café opened just after the hall renovations were finished and has had a very 

successful time, until Covid came along and caused it to close. It has provided 

somewhere for people to meet, people to come on their own knowing there would 

be someone there to talk to, as well as raising funds for the church. However, 

making money was never the most important part of its opening. 

It ran with 20+ regular volunteers so that there were always two at each session, 

one in the kitchen and the other to welcome. We also had quite a list of regular 

‗stand ins‘ to cover when people couldn‘t come to do their usual stint. 

BUT since we opened again, some of the 

regulars have hung up their pinnies so 

that we do not have enough volunteers to 

have two at every session. This is a chal-

lenge, as we now provide refreshments to 

most of the groups who meet on the 

premises. 

So, this is why we need you, or someone 

you know, to become a volunteer for a 

morning or afternoon café session. It is 

possible to do a session once every two 

weeks or to become a stand-in volunteer.  

Want to know more? Why not visit the 

café and enjoy a drink for just £1 and a 

piece of cake for 50p and see what hap-

pens for yourself! 

If you would like more details, please contact me  

via email christinehanby@gmail.com. 

 

Christine Hanby 

mailto:christinehanby@gmail.com
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Continuing our introduction to the charities being supported by St Edward’s 

for the next three years, Cai Mallett tells us about the work of FOGADD. 

Friends of Grahamstown and District Development.https://www.fogadd.org 

 

FOGADD, as we refer to it, is a charity that fundraises in the UK and spends 

the funds on development projects in the Grahamstown area of South Africa.   

In the Eastern Cape the economy is rather different to the winelands around 

Cape Town – the Western Cape. 

The Trustees were delighted to hear at the end of last year that this charity 

will again be supported by St Edward‘s.  In the early 2000s St Edward‘s contri-

bution was very helpful in our early years. 

FOGADD works closely with a ―watch committee‖ in Grahamstown to identify 

where the funds can be used most effectively.  The watch committee is made 

up of various individuals with skills and experience to know what works in Gra-

hamstown.  They are very involved in the local community and the various 

groups that can make things happen.  They also have close links to Rhodes Uni-

versity which has an excellent reputation and is based in Grahamstown.   

We support a range of projects.  For example, we enable one organisation – 

Child and Family Welfare (CFW) to pay the full recommended wage level to a 

group of social workers.  The local government does not pay the full wage and 

has a high turnover of staff.  CFW retains staff much better and provides help 

to families as well as running some homes for fostered children who live in 

groups of 5 or 6 in a house with a house parent. 

https://www.fogadd.org
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We also help fund a pre-school within a township.  We support two organisa-

tions that give children lunch and support with homework after school.  This 

ensures they have a nutritious meal and also get some academic and pastoral 

support that many families cannot provide.   

The FOGADD trustees have decided that St Edwards‘ funds should be used to 

enable several students who are bright but don‘t have the funds to pay the 

fees, to attend the Matric School that is run by Gadra.  This school gives stu-

dents the opportunity to repeat one year doing intensive classes to improve 

their final school year scores.  Some may in parallel do a module run by Rhodes 

University in the subject that they hope to study.  The Matric School‘s success 

over time has brought it to the position of being the largest feeder into Rho-

des University.  University education can open many more avenues for these 

young adults. 

This year St Edward‘s will be funding some students through that year and I 

hope to keep you updated on their progress over the academic year (January to 

December in South Africa). 

Gadra runs the Matric School but also supports teaching in the schools across 

the city.  The result is that this year a record number of students have 

―bachelor‖ level passes meaning they qualify to enter university.  Equally impor-

tantly, however, the numbers of students remaining in school for the duration – 

and therefore reaching those final year exams is much improved.  We also help 

fund a mobile science laboratory run by Gadra that travels to each of the sec-

ondary schools to facilitate science experiments that the schools don‘t have 

the facilities for. 

Gadra is also seeking to support younger pupils to avoid them falling behind at 

an early stage of their education. ―Whistle stop schools‖ provide extra teaching 

in basic literacy and maths to children before year 3 to enable them to reach 

the required literacy levels for their age. These interventions appear to be 

very effective with children participating in the scheme often leapfrogging 

their peers in attainment levels. 
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Below- successful Gadra matric students 

 

More pictures on Gadra website Home (gadraeducation.co.za) 

https://gadraeducation.co.za/media/1010/primary-education-

programme_for-katy.png 

Cai Mallett 

https://gadraeducation.co.za/
https://gadraeducation.co.za/media/1010/primary-education-programme_for-katy.png
https://gadraeducation.co.za/media/1010/primary-education-programme_for-katy.png
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 From the Archives: June 2012 

This year marks the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, and elsewhere in The Porch are 

details about how our readers might share their memories with us.  To act as a 

prompt, we are re-printing Christine Hanby’s article from 2012 about her Jubi-

lee memories.  Christine has kindly updated her article with memories from the 

Diamond Jubilee in 2002.  Please do consider contributing. 

 

Jubilee Memories  

I vividly remember the day the king died. I 

was in the equivalent of today‘s Y4. The head 

teacher, who was also my class teacher in a 

small village two teacher primary school, re-

turned to school after lunch having heard 

on the radio the news that the king had  

died. She told us how upset she and her 

parents were at hearing the announce-

ment. I recall the discussion about the 

fact that if there had been a son, he 

would have become king. Someone asked 

the question ―what would happen if the 

queen had a baby boy after the king had died?‖ How naive we were! That af-

ternoon we had a class quiz, and if you won you were given a 1d coin as a prize. 

In my innocence as an eight-year-

old, I thought ―I know why she is 

doing this today, because now the 

king has died these coins would no 

longer have any value!‖ 
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Well 16 months later and now aged ten; Coronation 

Day was really special for me. I had been chosen to 

be Queen Elizabeth II on our school float in the 

village procession. A girl, a year older than me, with 

long red hair that she wore in ringlets, had been 

chosen to be Queen Elizabeth I. So, our float had 

both the Elizabethan courts represented on it. My 

coronation dress had been someone‘s wedding dress; my cloak was a red velvet 

curtain usually hanging on a draughty front door. My mother had spent hours 

attaching cotton wool and then sticking passepartout to it to make it look like 

an ermine border. I had a wonderful headdress on my then blonde curly hair.  

 

What a special day that was, it rained all day and 

the dye from my red shoes leaked onto the wed-

ding dress! The procession was followed by 

sports, races and a party tea at the cricket 

field.  

Twenty-five years later I celebrated the Silver Jubilee (1977) at a street 

party with my family and friends. My sons were aged five and three. I made and 

decorated the special cake for the party which we ate sitting round wallpaper 

pasting tables suitably decorated for the event. It was a good day with us all 

dressed in red, white and blue clothes.  

 

Another twenty-five years (2002) and it was the Golden Jubilee. My memories 

of that were as Head of a school in Harrogate with more than four hundred 

children sitting round desks set out in the playground in the form of a square 

eating a special school dinner picnic. Even the drinks and jelly were coloured 

appropriately. All the children and staff were dressed in red, white and blue 

and the children made crowns for themselves. It certainly was a wonderful 

sight from the first floor windows of the school.  
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In the Diamond Jubilee year (2012),I spent the 

day back in my childhood village reminiscing and 

celebrating with all the friends who remem-

bered that special day. I was the person who 

had been given the school photos belonging to 

the head teacher when she died, so it was 

great to share and look at them and remember. But probably a more special 

moment was that so many of the next generations after me, were there cele-

brating and creating memories for themselves. 

And here we are in another Jubilee Year – now Platinum.10 years on from 70 

years perhaps people will still be reminiscing and enjoying great times - but will 

it be with me or about me? 

Christine Hanby 

Photo Competition 

As part of The Porch themes for each coming month, we are inviting our com-

munity and readers to submit any photos that reflect the month‘s theme. 

There is a possibility that the photo may be used on the cover of The Porch 

for the coming month. Due to copyright, we can only use pictures you have 

taken yourselves. Photos can be in landscape or portrait, but to be used as a 

cover picture, portrait photos are preferred. 

The theme for April is 'Life Starts Here’. 

The theme for May is 'Colours of Life'. 

Please submit contributions to: porch@stedsdringhouses.org 
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A Day in the Life of a …..Reader  

Introducing Martin Bailes 

Q: Tell us a bit about yourself? 

Well, I was born in Manchester and grew 

up in Huyton, Liverpool. I studied Modern 

Languages (German and French) at St 

John‘s College, Cambridge and then quali-

fied as a teacher. This eventually took me 

to Wakefield, where I taught at Queen 

Elizabeth Grammar School and later at 

Wakefield College. Coincidentally, my mum grew up in Wakefield and so it felt a 

bit like going full circle. I joined a choir and there met my future wife, Rachel. 

We married in 1985. I later had a second career as a careers adviser, ending up 

in a training role. Rachel also had a change of career and was ordained in 2007. 

Her ministry brought us to York in 2016. 

 

Q: What about your journey to becoming a Lay Reader? 

My family were not church goers, though as children we did sometimes go to 

Sunday school. I became a Christian in the mid 1980‘s and Rachel and I got in-

volved with CYFA (Christian Youth Fellowship Association) house parties as 

leaders. Whilst two or three of the leaders were ordained, most of us were lay 

people. I‘d grown up assuming that preaching was a priest‘s role, yet here were 

‗amateurs‘ delivering the teaching very effectively. Our church in Wakefield 

also encouraged people to preach, even if not licensed. It was a very nurturing 

place that gave people the opportunity to explore their vocation. However, it 

took me until the early 90‘s to acknowledge the ‗nudge‘ and I began to move off 

the pew.  
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In the early 2000‘s I started to explore theology in more depth and undertook 

a Certificate in Christian Studies at St John‘s Nottingham, by distance learning. 

It was a real eye-opener, and it took me several years to complete as I was 

working full-time! However, in 2008 I had a bigger nudge to train as a Reader 

with Wakefield Diocese. I was grateful that I had been given earlier opportuni-

ties to preach; this was the one practical activity that was assessed, and I felt 

I had at least had some practice! I completed the Foundation degree in 2011 

and became a reader in my church. 

 

Q: What exactly does a lay reader do? 

In some dioceses, readers are referred to as Licensed Lay Ministers, and each 

person is licensed to a specific church, though they can minister elsewhere. An 

individual agreement is made with their incumbent as to the sort of work they 

might do; some are mainly preachers and others have a particular pastoral role 

or a combination of both. There is a wide variety of opportunities and not nec-

essarily just within the church. 

 

Q: How did you come to be at St Edward’s? 

Rachel was Lead Chaplain at York Hospital and 

was committed to Sunday services there, so for 

some time the hospital was our focus. I had also 

taken on a role as a chaplaincy hospital volunteer. 

However, when opportunity arose, we did visit 

local churches and one Sunday we arrived at St 

Edward‘s. We just felt that this was the place 

for us, though Covid rather interrupted things as 

the churches closed. As we began to emerge from lockdown, I felt that ‗nudge‘ 

again during a retreat, and so I spoke to Richard about a role as reader. Things 

moved fairly quickly, and I was licensed in October 2021.  
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Q: Joys and challenges? 

I love the opportunity to preach – not least the preparation and the planning. I 

prefer to be well prepared than to ‗wing‘ it, but I do enjoy wrestling with the 

text. However, I think it is crucial to make connections and encourage people to 

think and take their faith seriously. As a chaplaincy volunteer with the hospital, I 

am currently based at Nelson‘s Court, which coincidentally happens to be in the 

parish. It is a pastoral role; occasionally people request communion, but in most 

cases we chat. It is important just to give people the opportunity to talk – not 

necessarily about faith, but about whatever is on their mind at the time. 

 

Q What would you say to someone who was thinking about lay ministry? 

I would always want to encourage people to explore their vocation, in a far 

broader sense than tying it down to a particular role. I‘d probably ask them why 

they were thinking of readership and then explore what they say! Talking and 

praying it through with a range of people is always useful. It is definitely impor-

tant that people explore their own ‗nudges‘. 

 

Interview with Helen Wren 

For more information on lay ministry, please visit https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/

developing-ministry/readers/being-a-reader/ 

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/developing-ministry/readers/being-a-reader/
https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/developing-ministry/readers/being-a-reader/


 

 

 




