
 

 



 

 

 

Who’s Who in St. Edward’s  

Vicar:   Reverend Canon Richard Carew                                    

            The Vicarage, Tadcaster Rd,                               

            Dringhouses,  

            YORK   YO24 1QG 

Email: : vicar@stedsdringhouses.org 

   Tel: 07776683254 

Assistant Curate:  Reverend Angela Morrison 

Email: curate@stedsdringhouses.org 

  Tel: 07776 686129  

Parish Secretary: Wendy Hewitt  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

who will be in the office Monday  - Friday  

Hours: 9.00am—4.00pm (closed for lunch 1.30—2.00pm) 

Tel: 709111 

 

Children and Youth Coordinator: Helen Cross 

Email: youth@stedsdringhouses.org 

Tel: 07436 405578 

 

 

Children’s Worker:  Ros Smith.  

Email children@stedsdringhouses.org   

Tel: 07436 505586 

 

 

Contact The Porch on porch@stedsdringhouses.org for any submissions or 

questions.  
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Reflections 

How are the New Year resolutions going so far?  Have any of 

them made it beyond week 1 of January?  I am guessing that 

for most of us, any resolutions have had to be made very ten-

tatively with Covid continuing to make life feel so precarious.  

It feels as though we can‘t really make plans without having at 

least three contingencies in place, just in case. 

New Year has traditionally been a time for taking stock.  Indeed the month of 

January is named after Janus, the Roman god of beginnings and transitions.  

Janus is traditionally depicted with two faces, one looking backwards into the 

past and one looking forward to the future.  And as we enter a new year, we too 

find ourselves facing in two directions. 

As you look back over the last year, I wonder what your abiding memories will 

be?  Will they be of isolation and restrictions, or will there also be memories of 

the kindnesses of friends and neighbours, or a renewed appreciation of simple 

pleasures such as a walk in the sunshine?  It has been a difficult year for most, 

and a devastating year for some, and yet even in the darkest times it has not 

all been loss.  I am particularly thankful for all the love and support that we 

have been shown in the vicarage, as Rachael has gone through chemotherapy 

and a stem cell transplant.  Your prayers and your kindness have made the jour-

ney possible for us. 

And as for the year ahead? Who knows!  And so how do we go about orientating 

ourselves for whatever may lie ahead?   Where do we find secure ground from 

which we can look outwards? 

At Christmas we have celebrated the birth of Emmanuel- ―God with us‖.  When 

it came to the end of His earthly ministry Jesus told His disciples ―I am with 

you always.‖  That word ―with‖ defines the life and ministry of Jesus.  Jesus 

didn‘t‘ come just to tell people how to live well, or even to give them a good ex-

ample.   
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Jesus didn‘t come so that He could be on a pedestal and worshipped from afar, 

but He came to be with those who most needed to know that they were valued 

and loved by God.  Jesus spent His time with those whom the respectable types 

avoided, in the mess and muddle of their lives, not so that He could preach or 

berate, but rather so that He could breathe hope and transformation. 

And the promise of Jesus is to be with us too.  Even in the uncertainty and the 

messiness of our lives, the promise of Jesus is to be in it with us, bringing 

healing from the hurts of the past, a renewal of life in the present, and a sense 

of hope for the future.   

In his Christmas Broadcast in 1939, another time of fear and uncertainty, King 

George VI quoted a poem by Minnie Louise Haskins entitled ‗God Knows‘: 

―And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: ―Give me a light that I 

may tread safely into the unknown.‖ 

And he replied: 

―Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be 

to you better than light and safer than a known way.‖ 

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night.‖ 

As we step into this new year, may we too find the Hand of God holding us safe 

and secure, and whatever else may happen in the coming weeks and months, I 

pray that we will know God with us, and that the presence of God will make all 

the difference. 

Richard 
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Reflections 

 

In this month‟s Porch, our theme is „Reflection‟ where we take 

the opportunity to ponder. We asked June Fawcett if she 

would consider writing a reflective piece for the magazine – 

and here she takes us on a journey back in time… 

When Ian phoned asking me to write an article on reflections, 

I thought,‗ oh dear where to start?‘Whilst contemplating this, 

I watched the ‗Pause to Reflect‘ video and thought‗ OK -that‘s 

what I‘ll do, reflect on my connection with St Edward‘s.‘(If you 

haven‟t yet watched this video, please do – it‟s on the website and is really in-

teresting.) 

Stan and I were married at St Edward‘s in 1958 by Rev Molyneux and we bought 

a house in Lawson Road, off Middlethorpe Drive.  Soon after moving in, there 

was a knock on the door and standing there was Frank Hawes.  He said ―Hello, 

I‘ve come from St Edward‘s and wondered if you would like a church magazine?‖ 

– of course, I said yes and gave a small donation.  He was very faithful and 

turned up every month.  It was good to see what was going on in the parish, but 

we were busy people and only went to church now and then, especially Easter, 

and Christmas.  Fast forward a few years when my daughter Louise became a 

Brownie.  Marion Lodge was her Brown Owl and Louise really enjoyed Monday 

evenings.  After a few weeks, she nearly knocked down our front door and said 

―Mum, you can be a Brownie Guider!‖ and I replied, ―Oh dear, no, I don‘t know a 

thing about Brownies‖.  She looked rather crestfallen, but the next week she 

came home and said ―Mum, Brown Owl said you could go to help her‖.  So, I did. 

My connection with St Edward‘s really began from there.  At one Church Parade 

service with the Brownies, I sat in the pew and started to feel very emotional.  

The sun was streaming through the windows, and it was just very moving.  Af-

terwards, I asked Andrew Girling what I should do, and he suggested confirma-

tion. So off I went to confirmation classes. I was confirmed by Bishop Maddox 

and became a full member of the Church. Again, I felt a bit overcome, but it 

was a great feeling. 
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Jane and Frank Hawes took me under their wings, and I went on some lovely 

retreats with them at Wydale, where I learned a lot.  This reminds me of an 

incident when Iris Galley, Irene Pallace and I went to Wydale for a weekend 

and were told off for talking, during a silent retreat.  Oh dear, we felt like 

naughty schoolgirls!  (I do hope they don‘t mind my mentioning this.)  

I carried on with Brownies for several years and had some lovely girls in my 

pack.  We went on Pack Holidays, and we all enjoyed ourselves. I know I did. I 

had some very talented helpers, not forgetting the Young Leaders who were 

Girl Guides.  Stan came during the week with fresh produce. 

When I retired from being a Brown Owl, Andrew Girling asked if I would like to 

become PCC Secretary.  Again, I was a bit daunted but I did enjoy those years 

and people then realised that I could type, so a few jobs ensued:  entering the 

Stewardship figures being one of them (members of the congregation were 

very generous.  I didn‘t know their names, just numbers).  I then joined the 

Deanery Synod, along with Anna Burr and Iris Galley.  That was a good learning 

curve. After each meeting Iris and I wrote notes for inclusion in The Porch. 

I did a stint as Halls Booking Secretary and one day, York Council phoned to ask 

if they could hire our hall on a Tuesday afternoon to organise a Mother & Baby 

Clinic there.  I met with the officer, and he obviously thought our hall was just 

what they needed and booked it there and then.  I went on the first Tuesday 

afternoon to see if everything was all right – and lo and behold Sue Girling was 

in charge and asked if I was pregnant!  Another, ‗Oh dear‘. 

One of the first committees I joined was the Social Committee, with David Pal-

lace as our Chairman.  We used to meet in his shop down Middlethorpe Grove.  I 

remember Hannah Girling and Ann Hardy also being members.  We organised 

some great events. David‘s wife Irene always baked a special banana loaf for us 

– the best I‘ve ever tasted!  One social occasion was the Harvest Supper: the 

congregation brought food to share and we had some lovely entertainment, with 

sing-a-longs.  We organised quiz nights but I was never very good as my mem-

ory leaves a lot to be desired. 
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Martin Baldock joined us in 2000 and after a while asked if I would like to ad-

minister the chalice at a Communion service.   Of course, I said yes and felt 

very honoured.  There followed taking out Home Communion.  Again, I felt very 

privileged and really enjoyed going out to people who were frail and unwell so 

couldn‘t get to church.  

In 2003 I heard John Nicholson talking to the Vicar; Helen Dawe needed a 

break from editing the magazine, so John offered to do it but said he couldn‘t 

type.   So, I offered to help. There followed a few very enjoyable years until 

John said he wanted to go down south to live nearer his family.  Again, I 

thought ‗oh dear‘ at another challenge -but I did take on the job as Editor for 

about three years.  Helen returned for a further couple of years and then Ian 

popped up and has done a sterling job ever since.   

Sadly, in early 2007, Stan became ill and was diagnosed with Alzheimer‘s Dis-

ease.  He wasn‘t too bad for a while but gradually got worse. Because he could-

n‘t be left on his own a few people from church came to sit with him while I 

went out to the shops etc.   I looked after him until 2011 but then became ill 

myself.  I went into hospital for about three weeks and Stan went into Armana-

House (a really good nursing home where his brother-in-law Alf Patrick stayed 

until he died).  For my hospital visits I needed help with transport, and Marion 

Croft and Iris Galley came with me. Then a dear friend, Valerie, with whom I 

worked at Shepherd‘s for a long time took over the looking-after and has done 

so ever since.  I‘m very grateful for all the help I‘ve received.  

It was heartrending to see Stan in such a poorly state.  I wanted to have him 

home again, but it was not possible because of my own illness.  Stan died in 

April 2014 aged 92. 

During my time at St Edward‘s, I have made some lovely friends (sadly a few of 

them have died, which is to be expected when you get old!) and it has been 

lovely to pause to reflect.    We have all experienced a couple of dreadful years 

but hopefully things will improve soon.  It will be lovely to get back to ―normal‖. 

June Fawcett 
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Living Generously 

 

The last two years have been challenging for many 

of us – not least with the closure of places of wor-

ship.   The last worship service in church was 15th 

March 2020 and it would be 539 days before the 

church would re-open.  

Throughout October, St Edward‘s had a focus on 

‗Living Generously‘, reflecting on the many acts of 

kindness, support and love shown during the period 

of closure and looking forward to the future.  The 

church inevitably had been under financial pressures, not least with a roof that 

required some significant work.  The need to stream services also created costs 

for improved broadband, sound and cameras. 

The church was in receipt of several donations from within the community and 

from wider trusts.  

 

 The Feoffees of St Michael's Spurriergate donated £10,000 towards 

the stonework (see https://

www.feoffeesofstmichaelsspurriergate.org.uk) 

 Allchurches Trust donated £2,250 towards the stone work (see 

https://www.allchurches.co.uk) 

 St Edward‘s qualified for full VAT recovery under the Listed Places 

of Worship Scheme, which equated to £10,000  

 The remaining cost was underpinned by generous donations from the 

community 

 The Audio-Visual budget received donations amounting to £6000 to 

pay for a new camera, sound equipment and a purpose-built AV desk. 

 

These are just a few examples of the generous support throughout the pan-

demic – and so thank you for your prayers, your commitment and your support. 

 

For more information, please visit the website 

https://www.stedsdringhouses.org/giving/ 

https://www.feoffeesofstmichaelsspurriergate.org.uk
https://www.feoffeesofstmichaelsspurriergate.org.uk
https://www.allchurches.co.uk
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Charity Giving 

January 2022 sees the start of St Edward‟s next three-year cycle of support-

ing nominated Charities.  These are, locally, YoYo – York Schools and Youth 

Trust, Big Futures Foundation, Wydale and the Vicar‟s Discretionary Fund.  

The National charity is CAP – Christians against Poverty.  International chari-

ties are FOGADD – friends of Grahamstown and District Development South 

Africa, Accomplish Children‟s Trust, Tariro and USPG. – United Society Part-

ners in the Gospel.   News and updates will appear in future Porch publications. 

We start with Kate Lamb introducing us to the work of YoYo. 

Introducing YoYo – York Schools and Youth Trust 

YoYo is a non-denominational charity which seeks to ―bring the Christian faith 

alive‖ to the children and young people of York. Established in 1996, we are 

currently celebrating our 25th anniversary.  
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We have a team of 6 Schools‘ Workers who work with and visit schools across 

the city. We also offer a range of online resources. All our visits and resources 

are provided free of charge. 

YoYo is funded through regular giving from churches and individuals, one-off 

donations/legacies and occasional charitable grants. The team is led by an Ex-

ecutive Officer and supported by an Administrator and over 30 volunteers 

(from 18 churches across York). 

Our vision is that, during their school years, every child and young person in 

York sees and hears the Christian faith communicated by Christians in creative 

and understandable ways.  We do this by supporting the delivery of the RE 

curriculum (delivering lessons on the Christian faith, providing teaching plans 

and learning resources for pupils and teachers); leading collective worship 

(assemblies) and ‗reflective prayer space‘ sessions; and running regular lunch 

clubs for Christian pupils and those interested in finding out more.  We also 

respond to specific requests from schools/teaching staff. For example, provid-

ing video testimonies of Schools‘ Workers journeys of faith, a workshop on 

Holocaust Memorial Day, and support to create Advent and Easter services.  

In 2019 (the last ‗normal‘ year) across 90% schools in York, we delivered up-

wards of 850 lessons, provided 250 regular collective worships and established 

prayer spaces in 15 schools. Our weekly clubs reached over 65 children and 

young people.   

If anyone would like to know more about our work, we send out regular updates 

by email. These can also be found on our website www.yoyotrust.org.uk/

newslettersandprayercalendar 

The team are always keen to share more about their work during Sunday ser-

vices or church meetings and would welcome new volunteers and supporters.  

Enquiries about any of the above can be mailed to office@yoyotrust.org.uk 

 

Kate Lamb 

http://www.yoyotrust.org.uk/newslettersandprayercalendar
http://www.yoyotrust.org.uk/newslettersandprayercalendar
file:\\Users\helenwren\Library\Containers\com.apple.mail\Data\Library\Mail%20Downloads\A39EE454-E353-476A-AD02-F5D2A6E73150\office@yoyotrust.org.uk
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MY REMEMBERER 

 

My forgetter is getting better 

But my rememberer is broke 

To you that may sound funny 

But to me, that‘s  no joke 

For when I‘m here, I‘m wondering  

If I really should be there 

And when I try to think it through 

I haven‘t got a prayer. 

 

Often there are times when I walk into a room 

And think ‗What am I here for?‘ 

I wrack my brain, but all in vain 

A zero is my score 

At times I put something away 

Where it is safe, but Gee 

The person it is safest from is generally me. 

 

When shopping I may see someone, say ‗Hi‘ 

And have a chat 

Then when the person walks away, I ask myself 

‗Who was that‘? 

 

Yes, my forgetter is getting better 

While my rememberer is broke 

And it‘s driving me plumb crazy 

And that really is no joke. 

 

 

P.S.  Send this to everyone you know, because I don‘t remember who 

sent it to me! 
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Our Children’s Worker, Ros Smith was interviewed in the November edition 

of The Porch.  We asked her to tell us a bit more about her other role 

working with the organisation, TeachBeyond.   

Prior to moving to York, as mentioned in my introduction interview in the Novem-

ber Porch, my family and I used to work overseas in Christian International 

schools, serving children of missionaries. We were sent by our local church in 

London but facilitated by a mission agency called TeachBeyond. Alongside my 

role as children‘s worker here at St Ed‘s, I continue to serve part time with 

TeachBeyond as their Church Relations coordinator. 

TeachBeyond is an organisation that uses the means of education to engage and 

reach out to people with the gospel of the good news of Jesus Christ. Education 

is seen as hope for the future. There is a saying ―if you give a man a fish you will 

feed him for a day but if you teach him how to fish you will feed him for a life-

time‖ - and one vital skill is teaching them to read and write.  

Much of education around the world seeks to develop the mind, however 

TeachBeyond wants to go further, providing holistic education which reaches 

people‘s hearts and develops a world view with Christ‘s love at the centre.  

TeachBeyond vision statement is: 

“As followers of Jesus, we are a global community providing transformational 

education to children and adults. We provide teaching and learning services in 

order to see individuals and communities become all God intends, promoting ho-

listic personal growth and enduring social benefit.” 

We do this through a variety of types of learner‘s provision. We have over 900 

members serving in over 60 countries around the world, impacting over 18, 000 

learners. We work in partnership with 70 schools and organisations. 

TeachBeyond was founded by Leo Janz and his brothers from the Canadian prai-

ries and was formerly known as the Janz team. It was formed to bring the Bibli-

cal message of hope to post-war Germany through radio, church, music, and edu-

cational work. It has developed over the years to include English camps and the 

development of international schools serving children of missionaries around the 

world. 
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TeachBeyond works with and helps to manage local national schools, we also work 

in partnership with a number of international schools.  These schools provide an 

international education, serving the children of missionaries and enabling them 

to continue in their calling and ministry. I have served at 

schools like these in the Philippines and Malaysia. I worked as 

a librarian and my husband as a teacher. We had children in 

our classes whose parents worked in ministry with urban 

poor, church planters, bible translators, and tribal ministry. 

It was a real privilege to work with these families, and in 

some cases I have seen these children return as workers and 

translators themselves. 

TeachBeyond also works in partnership with other organiza-

tions to enable provision of education. Sometimes this is in a 

less formal capacity such as English camps, however due to 

Covid these have more recently been run online. We also work with Open Schools 

world-wide, which works to provide informal education for those in desperate 

poverty and can‘t access normal educational provision. This is primarily a work in 

South Africa. 

Beyond borders is another department within TeachBeyond which has a number 

of projects, in Ethiopia, Romania and pri-

marily in the refugee camps of Lesvos 

Greece. 

At TeachBeyond we believe that teachers 

impact lives and cultures through education 

every day. Our vision is to go beyond – inte-

grating faith and learning in the simple, yet 

profound belief that through the power of 

God‘s Holy Spirit, lives and cultures will be 

transformed into Christ‘s image. 

If you want to find out more, please go to our website https://

teachbeyond.org.uk/ 

Ros Smith 

https://teachbeyond.org.uk/
https://teachbeyond.org.uk/
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November 2021 SERVICES & EVENTS 
 

 

Tuesday—Friday                 Church Open during daytime 9.30am—3.00pm 

Monday—Thursday            Café open 9.30—12.00 & 1.30—4.00pm (8.45am Monday term time) 

Friday                                  Café open 9.30—12.00 

Mondays  2-4pm                  Garden Gang (during the season) 

Wednesdays                         7.30—8.30pm Youth Group (term time) 

Wednesdays                         Wednesday Afternoon Small Group 2.30– 4pm (alternate) 

Wednesdays                          Moor Lane Group 7.30pm ( 1st in the Month) 

Fridays                                   10.30am—12.00 noon Little Teds (term time only) 

Fridays (see below for practice dates)      6.30-7.30pm Choir practice in Church 

 

Any enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings etc to 01904 709111 or  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

Timings are correct at time of going to press. 

 Monday 2.30-3.30pm        Gentle Yoga 

7.00-8.00pm        Yoga 

10.00—12.00        St Edward‘s Needlecraft Group 

Tuesday 12.30-4.00pm       U3A Bridge  

6.15-7.15pm         Beaver Scouts (in term time) see back page for 

                            Wednesday evening session  

7.45-9.45pm        Line Dancing  

Wednesday 9.30am-12noon    Probus  (fortnightly)  

9.45—11.30am     Musical Connections 

10.00– 11.00 am   Aerobics 

1.15 –3.45 pm       Art Group  

6.15—8.15pm       Perfecting Pilates (2 x 1 hour classes) 

Thursday 10.00– 12.00        Bowling 

1st Thurs. 2.00—3.00pm      Contact 

3rd Thur in the 

month 

2.00-4.00pm        Townswomen‘s Guild 

7.30-9.30pm        Local History Group  

Friday  12.00-2.00           Lunches in Hall  

6.15—7.15pm       Beavers Scouts (in term-time) 

February 2022 SERVICES & EVENTS 
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Tuesday 1st February 

7.30—9.00pm Praying through Loss & Change 

Wednesday 2nd February 

12.00 Noon (in the Hall Meeting Room) Praying in Company 

2.00pm Wednesday Afternoon Group 

7.00—8.30pm Youth Group 

7.30pm Moor Lane Group 

Thursday 3rd February 

2.00pm Contact 

10.00am Holy Communion 1 Kings 2: 1-4, 10-12: Mark 6:7-13 

Friday 4th February 

10.30am—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

Sunday 6th February 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11: Mark 6: 7-13 

10.00am Family Service  

6.30pm Holy Communion with Prayers for Healing Readings as above 

Tuesday 8th February 

7.30—9.00pm Praying through Loss & Change 

Wednesday 9th February 

12.00 (in the Hall Meeting Room) Praying in Company 

7.00—8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 10th February 

10.00am  Holy Communion 1 Kings 11: 4-13; Mark 8: 27-33 

Friday 11th February 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 
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Saturday 12th February 

1.00pm Wedding of Michael Trew & Pippa Hammond 

Sunday 13th February 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion 1 Corinthians 15: 12-20: Luke 6: 17-26 

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 

1.00pm Valentine’s Day lunch 

Tuesday 15th February 

7.30-9.00pm Praying through Loss & Change 

Wednesday 16th February 

12.00 noon (in the Hall Meeting Room) Praying in Company 

2.00pm Wednesday Afternoon Small Group 

7.00—8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 17th February 

10.00am Holy Communion James 2:1-9: Mark 8: 27-33 

7.30pm Local History Group 

Friday 18th February 

10.30am—12.00noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

Sunday 20th February 

8.30am Holy Communion Revelation 4: Luke 8: 22-25 

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 

Tuesday 22nd February 

7.30—9.00pm Praying through Loss & Change 

Wednesday 23rd February 

12.00 ( in the Hall Meeting Room) Praying in Company 

7.00—8.30pm Youth Group 



 

 20 

 
Thursday 24th February 

10.00am  Holy Communion James 5: 1-6: Mark 9:41-end 

2.00pm Women's’ Fellowship 

Friday 25th February 

10.30 am—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

Sunday 27th February 

8.30am Holy Communion 2 Corinthians 3: 12-4.2: Luke 9: 28-36 (37-43a) 

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 

  

From the Registers 

Baptisms  

Ida Violette Nicholson 12th December 2021 

Matilda Elizabeth Buckle 28th November 2021 

Florence Rose Buckle 28th November 2021 

Acknowledgment 

 

The Spence family would like to thank Richard and everybody for their help and 

prayers during Alec‘s Memorial Period, and also for his service held on the 28th 

November 2021. 
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Just a Minute: Notes from the PCC 

 

The meeting was held on Zoom.  With Richard on leave, Peter Burgess took the 

chair and Harry Gration led the prayers. 

 

Finance update 

The budget is now finalised, and things continue to be tight, though there are 

positives such as overall giving has increased, and hall hire is almost back to nor-

mal.  However, the reserves policy needs to be agreed, as the Charities Commis-

sion expects trustees to decide, publish, implement and monitor their charity‘s 

reserves policy. Like many charities, reserves have been 

depleted by the effect of Covid-19. The PCC agreed that 

the Finance Committee has the initial discussions and 

returns with recommendations. 

 

Community Hall Roof 

The repairs are now well underway and excellent pro-

gress is being made. It is expected the work will be com-

pleted soon.  The architect has been in the church to 

inspect the interior stonework where there has been 

flaking above the pulpit. Initial indications are that some 

mortar will need replacing. 

Audio Visual Update 

 

A new desk is now in operation, which helps to hide the 

numerous cables.  There was some concern that its posi-

tion at the front door was less then welcoming, but the 

intention in the long term is to move it to the right rear 

side of the church, away from the door.  The stewards 

will be encouraged to stand there to welcome people to 

the 10AM service.  The new camera requires a faculty to 

be mounted on the wall, and the decision should be given 

by mid-January. 
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'The Porch' update 

This month , we will be returning to hand delivery via our distribution team. The 

cost of the printed edition remains the same at £8 for the year (10 editions).  

Letters have been sent to our Porch distribution list in January to confirm or-

ders for 2022. 

Copies can still be posted at a cost of £13. 

We plan to continue making The Porch available for free on our website but would 

ask that our online readers consider making a donation towards the cost of the 

magazine. The Porch is funded solely by adverts and subscriptions and is not 

church subsidised, so your help is appreciated.  

If you are aware of any businesses who may like to advertise in The Porch, then 

please contact porch@stedsdringhouses.org.  Details will be passed to Isobel Go-

forth, who deals with advertising. 

We've listed below the forthcoming themes for the next few months. So, get 

your writing caps on, as all submitted articles are gratefully received. 

 

March    Spring 

April    Life Starts Here 

May    Colours of Life 

 

Thank you  

   

Ian, Richard, Helen, Linda and June 

Boiler Update 

A report from the DAC heating adviser following a site visit in November, has 

made some suggestions with regard to the boiler and heating. However, more re-

search will be needed if the church is to comply with ‗Zero Carbon 2030‘.  One 

practical suggestion was that the fan convectors be cleaned out to ensure that 

the finned tube heat exchanger is free from dust etc, and the filters washed in 

warm soapy water. This will be looked at. 

The next meeting will be on Monday 21st March. 

mailto:porch@stedsdringhouses.org


 

 23 



 

 
24 

PAUSE FOR PRAYER 

 

A MEDITATION ON GROWING OLD 

 

Lord, you know better than I know myself that I am getting older and will some 

day be old!  Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking that I must say something 

on every subject and on every occasion.  Release me from craving to straighten 

out everybody‘s affairs.  Make me thoughtful but not moody – helpful  but not 

bossy.  With my vast store of wisdom it seems a pity not to use it all, but you 

know, Lord, that I want a few friends at the end. 

Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details,  give me wings to get to 

the point.  Seal my lips on my aches and pains.  They are increasing and love of 

rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years go by.  I dare not ask for 

grace enough to enjoy the tales of others‘ pains, but help me to endure them 

with patience. 

I dare not ask for improved memory but for a growing humility and a  lessening  

cocksuredness when my memory  seems to clash with the memories of others.  

Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may be mistaken! 

Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a saint – some of them are so 

hard to live with – but a sour old person is one of the crowning works of the 

devil. 

Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected places, and talents in un-

expected people.  And give me, Lord, the grace to tell them so. 

Amen 

 

Attributed to a seventeenth-century nun 
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Hello from Dringhouses Library,  

 

We‘ve plenty on this month for children 

and adults alike. 

We start the month with a special children‘s craft 

activity with the Friends of Dringhouses Library. 

On Saturday 5 February at 10am join Vicki to 

make some birdfeeders! Celebrate the coming of 

spring by making a hanging birdfeeder to take 

home, and attract more birds to your garden, yard 

or window box. There will be a lovely bird-themed storytime to follow at 11am. All 

activities outside in our patio, weather permitting. Free, but booking is essential 

as places are limited. Contact the library to book your child‘s place. 

Bonanza book sale! Thursday 24 and Friday 25 February, come and buy some 

bargain ex-library books – fiction, non-fiction, junior and audio books, something 

for everyone, and help support your library. The books being sold are ex-library 

books (withdrawn stock) which have not passed our fit for ‗borrowing‘ stock pol-

icy so are being sold to make room for new books. The money we make from our 

booksales goes straight back into our Book Stock budget. 

Tuesday 22 February at 10.30amCome along for a special storytime with two 

local authors – Fiona Kirkman and Dawn Treacher. Fiona‘s ‗Harriet the Elephota-

mus‘ and Dawn‘s ‗Mouse Pirate‘, both illustrated by Dawn Treacher, are wonderful 

children‘s picture books. Join the authors as they read their books aloud in a sto-

rytime for children aged 3-7 years, followed by craft activities. Free, booking 

essential. 

We support representation and diversity at Explore, and are celebrating LGBTQ 

History Month all February, pop in all month for some fab books on life, love, and 

everything-in-between! 
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Storytime is on every 

Thursday and Satur-

day, 11-11.30, with 

songs, rhymes and 

stories for children 

under 5 and their car-

ers. 

Our friendly Knit and 

Natter group meets 

every Tuesday, 10am-12pm, for coffee, chat, knitting, crocheting, and fun. 

We are still looking for members for a new Reading Group, do contact the li-

brary if interested. 

Lucy 
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 A POST (and) POSTAL REFLECTION 

With Christmas now a distant memory, I would like 

to reflect, not so much on the variety of cards that 

we all received, but rather on the variety of post-

marks on the envelopes in which they were posted. 

Have you realised what a change has taken place? 

Long gone are the ‗R.A.F.‘ aeroplane style roundels 

with the place name inside the circle. What we get now are anaemic lines of 

horizontal type which may or may not refer to the place where the card was 

posted. Some of these make my blood boil! 

I received a card from a relative living in Luton, and on the envelope was 

stamped ‗Home Counties North‘. Who would be proud to be living in such an 

anonymous region as that? Then I remembered that cards from the London 

area had envelopes stamped ‗Jubilee‘. What the heck, and where on earth, is 

Jubilee, for heaven‘s sake? 

The worst offender is the abominable postmark, ‗BA BS GL TA‘. This stands 

for Bath, Bristol, Gloucester and Taunton – a vast area of the West Country 

thrown together as a set of initials! It could mean anywhere between Chipping 

Sodbury and Chipping Norton (I have correspondents in both). Having lived for 

nine years in the proud city of Bristol, I find that post mark insulting. 

A nasty one, for which Royal Mail should really have done their homework, 

is ‗Chester North Wales‘. 

Historically, Chester and North Wales do NOT go together; they were at dag-

gers drawn in the Middle Ages. You were fined for speaking Welsh in Chester, 

and it is said you were complimented for killing a 

Welshman within the city walls of Chester! Putting 

the letters ‗Caer Gog Cym‘ in Welsh underneath 

the English, does not exonerate the Royal Mail for 

such a gaffe 
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 How about our local postmark ‗North and West Yorkshire ‗? Is that ok, even 

though ‗York‘ by itself has been lost? I understand that 

Dringhouses used to be in the West Riding, but as a mere 

Southern incomer I cannot comment. However I can, as a 

Southerner, tell you that all my post from the Deep South 

of Sussex and Surrey bears the postmark ‗Gatwick‘. It 

can‘t all have been posted at the airport!   

I must add one caveat to the above rant. There ARE postmarks that bear real 

names of towns and cities. Examples are Exeter, Glasgow, Nottingham, Norwich 

and even my own hometown of Croydon. BUT, when you look closely, you see 

printed underneath the extra words ‗Mail Centre‘. 

That tells you that the city/town name merely serves as a hub for all the sur-

rounding area. It‘s generic and not specific. 

After all that, how much do we actually value the places where we live, or have 

formerly lived? 

Does their name, history or reputation matter to us? Do we love the place? Are 

we proud of it? 

Jesus lived in a specific and quite restricted part of the world when He was on 

earth. The furthest South He went (as a child refugee) was Egypt. The fur-

thest North He went in His Ministry seems to have been Tyre and Sidon 

(present day Lebanon).  In between was the land of Israel, the holy land chosen 

by His Father as the scene of the world‘s salvation. He loved that land; He was 

well aware of its significance in the prophetic tradition – and He wept over Je-

rusalem. He is True God and true Man. 

Can we not learn this little lesson from Our Lord? To value where we live, to 

discern God‘s hand at work in society and in people‘s personal lives (as I think 

we have done during lockdowns) to have what Laurence Durrell called ‗a sense 

of place‘?―Think on these things.‖(Philippians ch.4, v.8) 

Philip Cousins 
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Promise Page – Reflection 

When I looked up the word ‗reflection‘, I found the word actually has a few key 

definitions. One is the idea of serious and careful thought. This is, I suspected, 

the definition I ought to focus on in this article. Another definition though, is 

from physics: ‗the return of light, heat, sound, or energy from a surface‘. When 

I thought about this definition, I realised that often when we say we have re-

flected on something, we can be more deflective and reactive than truly reflec-

tive. Perhaps the thing we are reflecting on is particularly tricky or painful, or 

perhaps we are simply too tired out or busy to spend time in serious or careful 

thought. We just sometimes don‘t have the emotional capacity to sit with what-

ever it is, and so instead, we ‗reflect‘ it– we bounce the experience or the 

thought back away.  

I remain hopeful that one day I might write for The Porch without referencing 

Covid-19 (!), but over the past couple of years, it has been forever on our minds 

for one reason or another, and that can be really difficult to reflect on. Whilst 

we can look back perhaps and focus on any positives that have come out of the 

pandemic, there are, for many of us, times that have been particularly isolating, 

sad or frustrating.  

Thinking back to the start of the pandemic, I was a teacher and we went to 

online learning, which at our school meant back to back Zoom meetings with our 

pupils each lesson. Then, the school was closed down permanently, and I was out 

of a job that I had loved. If I try to give that time serious and careful 

thought, it‘s still really hard. I tend to bounce it off, deflect it as ‗just one of 

those things‘. However, when I do try to give it serious and careful thought, I 

recognise that God was there the whole time. Every time I was upset about it 

all, He was there. When I got my new job at St Ed‘s, He was there.  

Whilst I‘m not suggesting we want to stew on the negative, it‘s really important 

that we remember that God is with us through it all. If we‘re ready to truly 

reflect on the good or bad, He is there every step of the way to help us with 

that. We know that we can trust Him, because He has plans for each of us and 

wants us to have hope in our future. 

―For I know the plans I have for you,‖ declares the Lord, ―plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.‖Jeremiah 29:11 

So, if you are ready for some serious and careful thought about any situation in 

your lives, remember to talk it through with the God who loves you too.  

Helen C&Y co-ordinator 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/return
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/light
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/heat
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sound
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/energy
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/surface
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Dear Lord, 

Thank you that You love us. We‘re sorry that sometimes we forget that You are 

always there for us in every situation. Please help us to remember that You are 

there for us, even when we are finding it hard to reflect on the tricky things 

which have happened.  

Amen.  

Family activity for reflection 

A really lovely way to reflect together as a family (or on your own) at the end 

of the year is to keep a ‗good things jar‘ during the year. All you need is a large 

(ish) jar, a pack of notes or post-it notes, and a pen. Keep these somewhere 

that everyone in your house can access. When something good happens, how-

ever big or small, write it down, fold it up and pop it into the jar. At the end of 

the year, all sit down together and empty the jar. Read out all those things 

that each of you wrote down. Every year that I‘ve done this it is always amazing 

just how many good things have happened, and how many I have already forgot-

ten. This can help you to reflect on the positive, but also help you to feel that 

you can also spend time reflecting on the things that went less well that year, 

and then you can all pray together to the God who loves you.  
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~This item is dedicated to St Edward‘s railway employees & enthusiasts, past & 

present~ 

St Edward the Confessor on track... 

Are you ready to be transported? Close your 

eyes. We‘re not going far. Just to Moor 

Lane Bridge - trainspotting, as you do. We‘re 

on the lookout for a particular loco name 

board.  We‘ll be fantastically lucky to see it!  There‘s a helpful pictorial clue in 

this article as to the identity of this piece of railwayana. 

You‘d be surprised by what sometimes goes on at St Edward‘s Friday lunches. 

One recent conversation at table turned to railways and the scandalous omission 

from railway nomenclature of a locomotive named ‗Edward the Confessor‘ to 

which can be prefixed ‗Saint‘, ‗King‘ or both if you want to be comprehensive.  

‗What are we going to do about it?‘ I hear you clamour.  Well clamour, then!!  

Thank you. 

There‘s no loco, past or present, bearing the illustrious name of our patronal 

saint. Exhaustive research confirms this. ‗Not good enough!‘ I hear you chorus. 

The nearest was a GWR King Class loco called ‗Edward 1‘ - not our man!  In-

depth discussions have taken place on Fridays between courses amongst certain 

individuals with a leaning towards railways...call us ‗The Pendolinos‘ if you like. 

We reasoned that we‘re a railway church with many rail industry employees wor-

shipping at St Edward‘s over decades.  Today our fellowship includes a number 

of dedicated rail enthusiasts and leading lights in ‗APWA‘, ‗the Anglican Perma-

nent Way Association‘ (love a good acronym). We‘ve always been well-trained at 

St Edward‘s. When I was a lad I used to play among the multitude of sidings 

then snaking past the end of Nelson‘s Lane behind Gran‘s cottage.  I shunt have 

really; I know!  For a few years I had my own big train set!  Anyway, it seems 

only right that we mark our parish‘s railway connection & heritage in tangible 

ways. 
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We can‘t retrospectively have a loco named after our saintly king. We‘ve missed 

the boat...well train...there.  It‘s hit the buffers but what‘s to stop us from just 

having a loco nameplate made, proudly, or humbly, displaying that name?  Is 

there a law against inventing a loco name without actually having the engine to 

fix it on, which would be mightily expensive?  The nameplate would be real; the 

corresponding engine, imaginary...but then so were Thomas and his cronies. 

We‘d settle for a name without having a real-life loco link. Few would twig it‘s a 

tiny bit of a con. Would it be in contravention of a Commandment provided it 

was done in the right spirit of further celebrating our halo-crowned, saintly 

sovereign?  Although the historical record is rather scant on Edward, the indi-

cations are that he was a good, fair, pious and ‗saintly‘ man whose name is wor-

thy of being bandied about a bit. 

Getting a full-size metal nameplate designed and made would be costly though 

far less so than an actual engine! Canon ‗Awdry‘ suggests that the finished arti-

cle should be black with lettering in gold so that‘s decided. See illustration.  

Let‘s go for ‗Saint‘ rather than ‗King‘ as that would chime more with the Arch-

deacon and other church mandarins. ‗Saint Edward the Confessor‘ so lends itself 

to pride of place on the side of a loco or, in our case, strategically placed some-

where in church or hall.  If St Peter‘s School can have one, why can‘t we? 

We‘d need a faculty but the diocesan rubber stamp should be forthcoming on 

novelty grounds alone. There would have to be a PCC meeting to determine the 

positioning of this elegant metalware. The atrium perhaps, the nearest we get 

to a railway station?  How about actually inside the church building, maybe at 

the crossing?  That would seem appropriate with a hint of railway vocabulary 

about it, especially if level. Perhaps on the church door would be a suitable loca-

tion.  Of course, there‘ll have to be a dedication service.  We‘re blessed at St 

Edward‘s in having the ideal cleric for the job. 
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Historically, the permanent way and the Only Way have often gone together; 

they‘re a fit.  Both about journeys, too. Somehow there‘s a link between railway 

and religion.  They‘re often coupled.  Just consider the heavenly host of Anglican 

railway buffs, ordained and lay, bishops and bell-ringers.  It‘s estimated by Net-

work Rail that 17.5% of practising Anglican men are seriously ‗into‘ railways.  Just 

made that up by the way, in case you‘re wondering.  However, I bet the propor-

tion will be significantly higher than the national average. In earlier times railway 

carriage seats often resembled pews. Was that coincidental, by design, or, even 

better, by divine decree? 

What a frisson of delight would course through St Edwardians if we could wit-

ness the name plate ‗St Edward the Confessor‘ flash past Tesco, bound for ‗the 

Metropolis‘. As that‘s vanishingly unlikely to happen, let‘s lower our sights to ‗next

-best-thing‘ level. If a parishioner could be persuaded to attach the plate to the 

side of their vehicle, the sign could be paraded/driven around the parish.  Failing 

that, a Scout might volunteer to e-scooter it around the streets or would that be 

‗plum loco‘? If the sign is restricted to one outing per annum, it should be our 

Saint‘s day, 13th October, as Edward the Compressor was very mechanically-

minded. 

We could scale down our ambitions. Perhaps nearby model engineers would mount 

our shrunken nameplate on one of their miniaturised masterpieces that operate 

alongside the ECML* in our parish. 

I hope this article sets something distinctive in train for St Edward‘s, even if it‘s 

just a  carefully-lettered metallic arc with that name inscribed.  We‘ll be rail 

chuffed if this happens.  I‘m glad of this opportunity to let off steam. 

Must fly - train to catch! 

 

Derek Reed 

* ECML = Edward Confessor Model Layout though some prefer East Coast Main 

Line. 



 

 

 




