
 

 



 

 

 

Who‟s Who in St. Edward‟s  

Vicar:   Reverend Canon Richard Carew                                    

            The Vicarage, Tadcaster Rd,                               

            Dringhouses,  

            YORK   YO24 1QG 

Email: : vicar@stedsdringhouses.org 

   Tel: 07776683254 

Assistant Curate:  Reverend Angela Morrison 

Email: curate@stedsdringhouses.org 

  Tel: 07776 686129  

Parish Secretary: Wendy Hewitt  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

who will be in the office Monday  - Friday  

Hours: 9.00am—4.00pm (closed for lunch 1.30—2.00pm) 

Tel: 709111 

 

Children and Youth Coordinator: Helen Cross 

Email: youth@stedsdringhouses.org 

Tel: 07436 405578 

 

 

Children‟s Worker:  Ros Smith.  

Email children@stedsdringhouses.org   

Tel: 07436 505586 

 

 

Contact The Porch on porch@stedsdringhouses.org for any submissions or 

questions.  

 

'Registered charity no. 1131430' 
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Christmas Gifts Love languages 

My brother is great at giving gifts.  More often than not the 

presents that he gives are quirky and thoughtful, and will 

never quite be what you are expecting.  I remember one 

Mothering Sunday he sent my mum a packet of party poppers 

in the post with a card saying ―Happy Mothering Sunday- just 

go nuts!‖ 

For some of us receiving gifts is part of what communicates to us that we are 

loved.  It is not the monetary value of the present that is important, but 

rather the thought behind it that lets us know that we are known and that we 

are loved.  It could be a really beautiful pen for someone who enjoys writing 

letters; it could be a packet of an unusual coffee variety that we haven‘t tried 

before; or something as simple as a flower picked from the garden.  The impor-

tant thing is that it shows that the other person has bothered to think about 

what we like, and has understood us. 

Gary Chapman is the author of a book called The Five Love Languages.  In it he 

puts forward the idea that there are five basic ways in which we are reassured 

that we are loved.  As already mentioned one love language is the thoughtful 

gift.  The others are: 

1. Time - having someone spend quality time with us 

2. Words of affirmation - having someone tell us that we are loved and appreci-

ated 

3. Acts of service – eg having a cup of tea made for us when we are stressed, 

or an errand done for us 

4. Touch – eg a reassuring hug or holding hands 

Gary Chapman‘s theory is that we will all receive love and express our love for 

others through all of these means, but we will tend to have one or two that we 

prefer.  The issue comes when we have one preference and the person to whom 

we are trying to show our love has a different preference.  Sometimes we will 

need to learn to speak another love language to communicate our love well. 
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―For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son…‖ (John 3: 16) is probably 

the most famous verse in the Bible.  In it we are told that the way that God has 

definitively shown His love for us is in the person of Jesus; the ultimate gift to 

a world in need of love.   

One of the dominant characteristics of the life of Jesus is that He had time for 

people, and often for those for whom no-one else had time.  He spent time with 

tax collectors, prostitutes and lepers, and in doing so brought to them new hope 

and life. 

Moreover, he wasn‘t afraid to touch those whom others shied away from.  

Whether it was lepers who received the touch of healing, or the widow‘s son 

whom He raised to life, the touch of Jesus was utterly transforming. 

Wherever Jesus went He proclaimed the good news that the Kingdom of God 

was at hand, that God loved them and wanted to welcome them into that 

Kingdom.  In parables and preaching Jesus constantly told people of the love of 

God for them. 

And finally the ultimate act of service, in giving of Himself on the Cross.   

God‘s longing to communicate His love for us means that in Jesus each of us can 

be communicated with in a language that we can understand.  ―God loves me‖.  As 

we celebrate Christmas this year, may each of us know afresh that love of God 

for us, and may that reassurance that we are known and loved give us the 

encouragement that we need to step into the New Year with hope and life.   

 

A very Happy Christmas and a blessed New Year. 

 

Richard 
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Three Gifts 

 

Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh 

In the 1970s, students were recruited to help with the Christmas mail, and I 

loved delivering post in this festive season. Living in Dewsbury, almost every 

route out of town was up a steep hill and so I was issued with a bus pass (over 

40 years early) to take my mail bag to the beginning of the route. My area was a 

mix of large Victorian houses, some divided into flats and small terrace houses, 

the homes of recently arrived families from Pakistan.  

 

The first Thursday, I was warned that my mailbag would be much heavier, as 

most of the terraced houses received a weekly newsletter from Pakistan. An-

other frequent addition to the Christmas cards and packets of my delivery, was 

A4 sized books and booklets, material from the recently opened Open Univer-

sity. It struck me that not only was I bearing the traditional seasonal cards and 

gifts, but the gift of connectivity for people so far from their homeland and 

the gift of knowledge for those with a new opportunity for learning. 

 

We‘re all familiar with the gifts the infant Jesus received from the Wise Men, 

(or Kings, Magi as they‘re also known.) Three gifts - gold, frankincense and 

myrrh - but the bible doesn‘t mention how many people brought them!  

 

Frankincense is an aromatic resin obtained 

from a small tree Boswellia. Myrrh is a also a 

gum-resin extracted from small, thorny tree, 

Commiphora -both are found in the Horn of Af-

rica and the Middle East. Myrrh resin has been 

used throughout history as a perfume, an em-

balming ointment, as a painkiller and antiseptic. 
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There are various theories of the meaning and symbolism of the gifts. Firstly, 

all three gifts are usual offerings and gifts given to a king; myrrh being com-

monly used as an anointing oil, frankincense as a perfume, and gold as a valuable. 

 

The three gifts also have a spiritual meaning: gold as a symbol of kingship on 

earth, frankincense (as incense) as a symbol of deity, and myrrh (an embalming 

oil) as a symbol of death. This is summarised in the last verse of the carol "We 

Three Kings" ―Glorious now behold Him 

arise/King and God and sacrifice." 

 

Frankincense, more commonly known as 

incense, is of course used in Roman 

Catholic and some Anglican churches 

today, swung from a censer or thurible. 

One of the largest and most famous is in the cathedral of Santiago de Compos-

tela in northern Spain. Suspended from the ceiling of the cathedral, the swing-

ing of this 5-foot (1.5 m) high, 55 kilogram silver vessel is said to be extremely 

impressive. 

 

However, when we visited, only a few weeks before the lockdown of March 

2020, the censer was stored inside the museum and most of the cathedral was 

closed, as it was being renovated ready for the jubilee year, when St James‘ 

day falls on a Sunday. 

 

The great size of the thurible is attributed to its early use of freshening the 

air in the cathedral after being visited by droves of pilgrims from across 

Europe, - it was believed that the incense smoke guarded against diseases such 

as plague. 
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Nowadays, we exchange gifts with our loved ones but 

just as I mentioned the gift of learning or the gift of 

connecting to others, there are all sorts of other intan-

gible gifts- the precious gift of our how we use our 

time for instance.  The gift of the natural world was 

something greatly enhanced for us during the early 

days of the pandemic, particularly with the spring blos-

som that year. I am a great believer in the gift of pre-

cious memories and have used photobooks to highlight 

those memories.  Even a basic smartphone can take 

stunning copies of old photos.  Please get in touch if you would like me to help 

you make a book for a loved one. 

 

For our response to the visit of the wise men, I think Christina Rossetti put it 

so well: 

 

What can I give him ?,Poor as I am 

If I were a shepherd, I would give a lamb 

If I were a wise man, I would do my part 

But what I can I give him, Give him my heart. 

 

Gill Stamp 
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Christmas Past 

 

In this article, Jean South remembers family Christmases in Headingley, 

Leeds, in the 1930s and 40s. 

Jean remembers that before the war, Christmas was always wonderful. 

―Probably my earliest memory of Christmas would have been when I was only 3 

or 4 years old. My Grandma would always take us to The People‘s Hall in Albion 

Street. This would be full of Christmas decorations and toys on display. That 

year my eyes lit upon a two-tone, Silver Cross doll‘s pram. I absolutely loved it 

and was ecstatic to find it parked next to the settee on Christmas morning. 

When I was 6, we moved into a bigger house in Headingley, with a large garden. 

This became the focus for many of our Christmas celebrations. My mother was 

the youngest of 6 children, and on Christmas Eve, all of her siblings and their 

spouses would turn up to exchange gifts and start off the celebrations. No 

children were allowed, so my younger brother, John, and I were packed off to 

bed. Unfortunately, they made so much noise downstairs, that I never got 

much sleep. So much so, that I was usually aware of my father shuffling into 

our bedroom with presents that were supposed to be from Santa. 

On Christmas Day we would be joined by grandparents and an aunt. My paternal 

grandfather was a widower and a very jovial man. My brother and I would al-

ways enjoy his company over the Christmas period. 

Boxing Day would see the whole family move to my maternal grandmother‘s 

house for more games and excellent food. All the women in my family were 

great cooks. 

One of the highlights of the season was the annual trip to 

The Grand Theatre for the pantomime. We went en-masse 

and usually took up a whole row in the stalls. I remember 

one year that the two stars, Evelyn Laye and Nat Jackley 

were standing at either end of the stalls, encouraging au-

dience participation, when Nat leant down and kissed my 

grandma, who was in the end seat. I remember feeling 

very relieved that I was not sitting there. 

New Year‘s Day was always spent next door with our 

neighbours, more food and more games. 
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The week after Christmas, my father would hold a party 

at our house for all his office staff. This was always 

great fun. My father was an excellent pianist and would 

accompany one of the staff called Barbara, who was a 

particularly talented singer. 

My family were Methodists, and the local Methodist 

Church always held a Christmas bazaar, and a Christmas 

Party for all the children in the Sunday School. This was 

great fun and inexplicably included a Punch & Judy 

Show. 

Whilst my doll‘s pram was a very successful present, the Magic Lantern, a few 

years later, wasn‘t such a success. We were all set up in the sitting room, ea-

gerly awaiting a Charlie Chaplin show, only to find that my father‘s talents did-

n‘t stretch to cinematography! The magic lantern went back in its box and back 

to the shop. 

John, my brother, was much more enterprising. He was very keen on model 

trains and year by year, added to his Hornby collection. By the time war broke 

out, he had painted the 3 rooms in our cellar and set up his extensive train set. 

There was a note on our back gardengate, ―Entry Tuppence, all proceeds to the 

Red Cross‖. 

Of course, once war broke out, our family celebrations were scaled back be-

cause of rationing and also conscription. John and I were the youngest of the 

cousins, and most of the others were called up to fight. Like most families we 

used our back garden to produce food and also kept chickens. We would ex-

change produce with our neighbours who also had an orchard. ― 

Jean‘s memories are sure to strike a chord with many people and remind us 

that the best Christmases always include family, friends, and good food. 

 

Jean was interviewed by Linda  
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The King‟s Speech 

 

In 1939, Princess Elizabeth handed 

her father, King George VI, a poem 

called ‗God Knows‘.  The king used the 

opening stanza of the poem in his 

Christmas broadcast to a nation fac-

ing the uncertainty of war. This was 

much to the surprise of the poem‘s 

author, who was unaware her poem 

was to be used.  She remarked, ‗I 

thought the words sounded familiar 

and suddenly it dawned on me that they were out of my little book‘.   

 

Minnie Louise Haskins was born in 1875, when Queen Victoria was on the 

throne.  She was a Congregationalist and taught Sunday School for many years. 

In 1903, she worked in London for the Wesleyan Methodist Mission and in 

1907 moved with the Mission to Madras in India.  To raise funds, Haskins pub-

lished a small volume of poetry The Desert, in which her poem ‗God Knows‘ ap-

peared.  Ill health forced her back to the UK in 1915, to a nation involved in 

World War I, and so she ran a hostel for munitions workers in Woolwich. 

 

In 1918, she had the opportunity to study at the London School of Economics 

(LSE) with a focus on industrial welfare and in 1924 helped to establish the 

Institute of Industrial Welfare Workers. She then went on herself to be a 

lecturer at LSE and continued to write.  She finally retired at the age of 69 

and died in 1957.  She was described as ‗a woman of unusual capacity and char-

acter… a rare understanding and sympathy and infinite patience.‘ (LSE web-

site). 

 

Her poem is now among the most quoted poetic works of the twentieth cen-

tury.  It is inscribed at the entrance to the George VI Memorial Chapel, Win-

dsor and was read at the funeral of Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother.  It is 

now known by a different name: The Gate of The Year. 
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The Gate of The Year 

 

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 

―Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.‖ 

And he replied: 

‗Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.‖ 

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 

And he led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East. 

 

So heart be still: 

What need our little life 

Our human life to know, 

If God hath comprehension? 

In all the dizzy strife 

Of things both high and low, 

God hideth His intention. 

 

God knows. His will is best. 

The stretch of years 

Which wind ahead, so dim 

To our imperfect vision, 

Are clear to God. Our fears 

Are premature; In Him, 

All time hath full provision. 

 

Then rest: until 

God moves to lift the veil 

From our impatient eyes, 

When, as the sweeter features 

Of Life‘s stern face we hail, 

Fair beyond all surmise 

God‘s thought around His creatures 

Our mind shall fill. 

© Minnie Haskins from The Rotarian Oct 1940 Vol.57 No. 4 
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Just a Minute Notes from the PCC 

 

Firstly, apologies that the deadline for The Porch is usually just before the PCC 

meeting and so the update does not always make it!  

Living Generously 

The Harvest Supper was a lovely occasion and many of us were able to enjoy fizz 

and cake after the Sunday service.  The materials and the ‗thank you‘ video can 

be found on the Giving page of the website.  Pledges are still coming in. 

Finance Update 

The budget is in the process of being finalised, and things are still finely bal-

anced, but more positive than a year ago.Cashflow has remained positive 

throughout this period thanks to the generosity of the capital gifts and grants. 

Community Hall Roof 

Progress has been made, with a roofer appointed and a meeting imminent.  It is 

expected the work will take around 3 weeks once started. 

Community Hall Reopening 

Most groups have now returned. 

Premises Committee 

The boiler is still not functioning as it should, and the Diocesan expert, Richard 

Taylor is due to visit to discuss various options. 

The Porch 

It is hoped to return to hand delivery in February and a letter will be sent to 

previous and existing subscribers in January with an update. 

Deanery Report 

The focus had been a presentation from Revd. Jan Noble on Towards a Greener 

Diocese of York.  He made suggestions at how Parish Churches could move to-

wards carbon neutral, and this will be an area for further discussion. 

Vision 2022 

The focus will be Committed and thus centring on discipleship. 

Helen Wren 
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November 2021 SERVICES & EVENTS 
 

 

Tuesday—Friday                 Church Open during daytime 9.30am—3.00pm 

Monday—Thursday            Café open 9.30—12.00 & 1.30—4.00pm (8.45am Monday term time) 

Friday                                  Café open 9.30—12.00 

Mondays  2-4pm                  Garden Gang (during the season) 

Wednesdays                         7.30—8.30pm Youth Group (term time) 

Wednesdays                         Wednesday Afternoon Small Group 2.30– 4pm (alternate) 

Wednesdays                          Moor Lane Group 7.30pm ( 1st in the Month) 

Fridays                                   10.30am—12.00 noon Little Teds (term time only) 

Fridays (see below for practice dates)      6.30-7.30pm Choir practice in Church 

 

Any enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings etc to 01904 709111 or  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

Timings are correct at time of going to press. 

 Monday 2.30-3.30pm        Gentle Yoga 

7.00-8.00pm        Yoga 

Tuesday 10.00—12.00        St Edward‘s Needlecraft Group 

12.30-4.00pm       U3A Bridge  

6.15-7.15pm         Beaver Scouts (in term time) see back page for 

                            Wednesday evening session  

7.45-9.45pm        Line Dancing  

Wednesday 9.30am-12noon    Probus  (fortnightly)  

9.45—11.30am     Musical Connections 

10.00– 11.00 am   Aerobics 

1.15 –3.45 pm       Art Group  

6.15—8.15pm       Perfecting Pilates (2 x 1 hour classes) 

Thursday 10.00– 12.00        Bowling 

1st Thurs. 2.00—3.00pm      Contact 

3rd Thur in the 

month 

2.00-4.00pm        Townswomen‘s Guild 

7.30-9.30pm        Local History Group  

Friday  12.00-2.00           Lunches in Hall  

6.15—7.15pm       Beavers Scouts (in term-time) 

December 2021 & January 2022 SERVICES & EVENTS 
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Thursday 2nd December 

10.00am Holy Communion Isaiah 26: 1-6: Matthew 7:21, 24-27 

Friday 3rd December 

10.30—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00 –2.00pm Lunches 

6.30-7.30pm Choir practice 

Sunday 5th December—2nd Sunday of Advent 

8.30am Holy Communion Malachi 3:1-4: Luke 3: 1-6 

10.00am  Holy Communion As above 

6.30pm Holy Communion with Prayers for  

Healing 

As above 

Tuesday 7th December 

12.00 noon Christmas Lunch St Edward’s Needlecraft Group 

Wednesday 8th December 

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

7.00—8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 9th December 

10.00am  Holy Communion Isaiah 41: 13-20: Matthew 11: 11-15 

2.00-4.00pm Townswomen's Guild 

7 for 7.30pm Wisemen at the Cross Keys 

Friday 10th December 

10.30—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

6.30pm Choir practice 

Sunday 12th December— 3rd Sunday of Advent 

8.30am  Holy Communion Zephaniah 3: 14-end: Luke 3:7-18 

10.00am  Holy Communion As above 
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Wednesday 15th December 

9.30am Dringhouses School Christmas Service 

2.30pm Wednesday Afternoon Group 

7.00-8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 16th December 

10.00am  Holy Communion Isaiah 54: 1-10: Luke 7: 24-30 

Friday 17th December 

10.30—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

6.30pm Choir practice 

Sunday 19th December— 4th Sunday of Advent 

8.30am Holy Communion Micah 5: 2-5a: Luke 1: 39-55 

10.00am Holy Communion As above 

4.00pm Carol Service (booked service) 

Wednesday 22nd December 

12.00 non Praying in Company 

Thursday 23rd December 

10.0am Holy Communion Malachi 3:1-4, 4: 5-end:: Luke 1: 57-66 

Friday 24th December Christmas Eve  

11.30pm Midnight Holy Communion Isaiah 9: 2-7: John1:1-14 

Saturday 25th December Christmas Day 

8.30am Holy Communion Isaiah 9: 2-7: Luke 2: 1-20 

10.00am Family Service As above 

Sunday 26th December—Stephen, Deacon, First Martyr 

10.00am Said Communion Acts 7: 51-end: Matthew 10: 17-22 

Office closed Monday 27th December  and will re-open Tuesday 4th January 2022 
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Sunday 2nd January 2022—2nd Sunday of Christmas 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion Ephesians 1: 3-14: John 1: 1-18 

10.00am All Age Service Readings as above 

Thursday 6th January—Epiphany 

10.00am Holy Communion Ephesians 3: 1-12: Matthew 2: 1-12 

Friday 7th January  

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

Sunday 9th January—Baptism of Christ 

8.30am Holy Communion Acts 8:14-17: Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 

6.30pm Holy Communion Readings as above 

Wednesday 12th January  

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

7.00—8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 13th January 

10.00am Holy Communion 1 Samuel 4: 1-11: Mark 1: 40-end 

Sunday 16th January 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion 1 Corinthians 12: 1-11: John 2; 1-11 

Monday 17th January 

7 for 7.30pm—9.00pm PCC Meeting 

Wednesday 19th January 

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

7.00-8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 20th January 

10.00am Holy Communion 1 Samuel 18; 6-9, 19:1-7: Mark 3: 7-12 
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Friday 21st January  

10.30am Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

Sunday 23rd January—3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

8.30am  Holy Communion 1 Corinthians 12: 12-31a: Luke 4: 14-21 

10.00am  Family Communion Readings as above 

Wednesday 26th January 

12.00 noon Praying in Company 

7.00– 8.30pm Youth Group 

Thursday 27th January 

10.00am Holy Communion 2 Samuel 7: 18-19, 24-end: Mark 4: 21-25 

2.00pm  Women’s Fellowship 

Friday 28th January 

10.30am—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

Sunday 30th January—4th Sunday of Epiphany 

8.30am Holy Communion 1 Corinthians 13: Luke 2: 22-40 

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 

From the Registers 

Funerals 

Memorial Service Michael Golding 14 October 2021 

Memorial Service  Alec Spence 28 October 2021 

Alf Patrick 19th November 2021 

Peggy Hepworth 24th November 2021 

Baptisms 

Jasmin Amelia Deighton-Horne 7th November 2021 

Arthur Holtby 21st November 2021 
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'The Porch' update 

Firstly, we hope that you have enjoyed reading The Porch over the past year, ei-

ther in printed form or online via our website.  

In February 2022, we will be returning to hand delivery via our distribution team. 

The cost of the printed edition remains the same at £8 for the year (10 edi-

tions).  Letters will be sent to our Porch distribution list in January to confirm 

orders for 2022. 

Copies can still be posted at a cost of £13. 

We plan to continue making The Porch available for free on our website but would 

ask that our online readers consider making a donation towards the cost of the 

magazine. The Porch is funded solely by adverts and subscriptions and is not 

church subsidised, so your help is appreciated.  

If you are aware of any businesses who may like to advertise in The Porch, then 

please contact porch@stedsdringhouses.org.  Details will be passed to Isobel Go-

forth, who deals with advertising. 

We've listed below the forthcoming themes for the next few months. So, get 

your writing caps on, as all submitted articles are gratefully received. 

  

February 2022   Reflection 

March    Spring 

April    Life Starts Here 

May    Colours of Life 

 

Finally, from our Editorial team, we wish you a blessed Christmas and a joyous 

New Year. 

     

  

 

 

Ian, Richard, Helen, Linda and June 

mailto:porch@stedsdringhouses.org
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Around the World without any Carbon Footprint! 

If you are looking for a breathing space before the 

final Christmas preparations come and enjoy the 

peace and quiet of a beautifully decorated church 

building and reflect on the Christmas story as shown 

in a variety of Nativity sets from different coun-

tries. 

Admire the detail of the figures from Peru ,and see the craftmanship of the 

African carvings amongst others. 

The displays will be on show from Monday afternoon on the 20th December un-

til Wednesday 22nd December. 

There will be a donation basket for gifts to the USPG Christmas appeal for the 

families of the Tea Plantation workers in Sri Lanka .The cafe will be open for 

hot drinks. No booking is necessary but there will be a one way system and so-

cial distancing to keep people safe. This is suitable for all ages so bring your 

children and grandchildren with you....or borrow the neighbours if you don't 

have any of your own!       Helen Dawe 
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Hello from Dringhouses Library, hope you‘re 

all getting geared up for a well-earned winter 

break! 

Visit Dringhouses Library this winter for 

books and events to help celebrate the lead up to Christmas and to ease the dark 

January days beyond. 

As the nights really draw in, to balance out all the brightly lit commercial side of 

December, why not join us for an evening of festive ghost stories in the library, 

lit by (fake) candlelight! „Festive Frights by Candlelight‟ on Friday 10 Decem-

ber from 6.30-8.30pm  , local authors Ben Sawyer, Pauline Kirk, Alan Smith 

and Sarah Dixon will each read an original spooky short for the darkest season of 

the year. The authors‘ books will be available for sale afterward, a lovely Christ-

mas gift for a loved one or a treat for yourself! £3, refreshments included. 

Booking essential, contact the library on 01904 552674 or dring-

houses@exploreyork.org.uk to get your ticket. 

This year the Friends of Dringhouses Library invite you to see in the holiday sea-

son with good cheer on Tuesday 21 December, 3.30-4.30pm. Join the Friends 

of Dringhouses Library for an afternoon of festive readings and refreshments, 

to get you into the Christmas mood. Free, all welcome.  

The Bloodaxe Book Challenge is running until January 15, so do encourage the 

young readers in your life to get stuck into books on history, myth and legend, 

collect stickers and get a great prize at the end! Children sign up at Dringhouses 

or any Explore library, borrow and read 4 books with a historical or mythical 

theme, then come back into the library to talk about them and get their prizes. 

In partnership with the Jorvik Viking Museum. For children 4-12 years. 

The fantastic Residents Festival is back in 2022 from January 29-30, with of-

fers galore and the opportunity for York residents to enjoy the wonders of their 

city and be a tourist for the weekend, for free! To take advantage of these of-

fers you need a valid YorkCard, so call into your local library to get or update 

yours – only £6, and with great offers on York attractions all year round, it‘s well 

worth getting. All you need to be entitled to one is a York address. Free cards 

available for those on certain means tested benefits (bring awarding letter from 

DWP or CYC). 

mailto:dringhouses@exploreyork.org.uk
mailto:dringhouses@exploreyork.org.uk
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Our regular events are on each week: 

Under 5s Storytime is every Thursday and Saturday, 11-11.30, with songs, 

rhymes and stories for children under 5 and their carers. 

Our regular Lego Club meets every Tuesday 3.30-5pm for children 3+. Join 

us for Lego challenges and fun each week and let your imagination soar. 

Our regular after-school craft club runs every Monday4-5pm, for children 4

-10 years. Come along and make a fabulous crafty creation, £1/child for cost 

of materials.   

Our friendly Knit and Natter group meets every Tuesday, 10am-12pm, for 

coffee, chat, knitting, crocheting, and fun. 

We are still looking for 

members for a new 

Reading Group, do con-

tact the library if inter-

ested. 

We are closed for the 

Christmas break between 

Friday 24 December and 

Monday 3 January, re-

opening on Tuesday 4 

January. May we wish all 

our customers a very 

Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year, from 

Lucy and the Dringhouses 

Library team! 

Lucy 
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After reading the article by Pippa and Iris in the November issue, I thought 

you might like to read the poem Stan composed about the rather large Christ-

mas tree: 

 

THE DUSTBIN 

 

I stand outside the parish hall 

A humble dustbin, three feet tall 

Most people just pass me by 

For rusty, dented and plain am I 

 

But some will stop and lift my lid 

To take their rubbish I am bid 

Come winter, spring, summer and fall 

I barely move an inch at all 

 

Then one bright and frosty morning 

Without any previous warning 

Much to my surprise was emptied 

To the church I was presented 

 

An honour was bestowed on me 

I was to hold the Christmas tree 

Wrapped in a coat of dazzling red 

With lights and baubles on my head 

 

Tinsel and crackers on branches lay 

Unknown joy came to me that day 

Last of all came my biggest treat 

When presents were laid at my feet 
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Never before had I such praise 

As filled my head the next twelve days 

There I stood in all my glory 

Listening to the Christmas story 

 

To see the joy on children‘s faces 

Looking at me from different places 

Made me wish I could be re-styled 

To be a happy Christmas child 

 

Peace came to me in church at night 

For I could see the guiding light 

Through windows as the moon peeped in 

Just to see this blessed dustbin 

 

The twelve days have now come and gone 

So have my lights that brightly shone 

Stripped of my coat I feel quite bare 

No one to notice, no one to care 

 

Now I‘m back where I was at the start 

Remember I too have played my part 

My Christmas glory has ended I fear 

Could I be chosen again next year? 

 

Stan Fawcett 

Submitted by June Fawcett 
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To dunk or not to dunk  

Dunking isn‘t a Chinese province.  I refer to the practice of biscuit baptism in 

warm liquid. Where do you stand on the great St Edward‘s Dunking debate?  

This recently came up in conversation with a fellow St Edwardian.  Some pro-

found subjects are discussed at church but this wasn‘t one of them!  

Is humanity split between dunkers (subdivided into overt and secret) and anti-

dunkers?  If that was the main issue dividing us, would the World be a better 

place?  Discuss. The dunking capital of the UK is in Yorkshire...at Dunkaster.  Is 

this ritual carried out elsewhere?  In the USA, India or Africa?  Do the French 

dunk?  Perhaps they dunquer, especially in Dunkerque. Is an anti-dunker the 

same as a non-dunker? When did dunking start?  We know that in Nelson‘s Navy 

hard tack biscuits were dunked in rum to fortify the sailors and drown the 

maggots.  Glad it wasn‘t the other way round.    

What about you, dear Reader, and me?  My early Christian background was 

strict. Cinema, theatre, alcohol, smoking, smirking, gambling and Sunday TV 

were ‗taboo‘.  Oh, and dunking.  In my youth I did experiment with dunking but 

gave it up for Lent.  I never resumed it or lent anything else. I‘m now a DFZ, 

dunk-free-zone.  

Why spoil a good biscuit? When dipped, a rich-tea can completely collapse, ren-

dering it dunk and disorderly.  Leave it until swallowed into the system for mix-

ing/blending to take place.  Let the digestive process do its job. Surely, an ali-

mentary point, so don‘t preempt bodily functions. We normally shrink from 

mushy things (peas excepted - yummy!) with an ‗ugh!‘ so why tolerate soggy bis-

cuits?   

 

I can‘t watch dunkers in action, especially compulsive ones, fully signed-up mem-

bers of Dunkers Anonymous. When served their beverage and offered a bis-

cuit, such ‗dunkaphiles‘ go into hyperdrive and ritually drown the unsuspecting  

snack.  Demonstrative dunkers; those wishing to show off their cookie-soaking 

prowess, every move choreographed with exaggerated flourish, really take the 

biscuit. After all, the current idiom is ‗risk it for a biscuit‘, not ‗rinse it for a 

biscuit‘. 



 

 
30 

In my opinion, dunking should be proscribed by the Geneva Convention. It‘s for-

bidden in Scripture in Exodus 20:18, ―Thou shalt not dunk manna in thy pot, nor 

in thy neighbour‘s pot‖ (Pasteurised Version).  I‘ve nothing against drinking (in 

moderation) but to me dunking is a crime against confectionery. We should feel 

strongly about such matters at St Edward the Confectioner Church. Neverthe-

less, the practice, despite its pagan origins (eh?), isn‘t illegal so I wouldn‘t 

stand in the way of dunkers‘ democratic rights.   

I‘m intrigued as to what are the limits of dunking.  Can any warm liquid, as well 

as tea, be used; e.g. coffee, cocoa, Ovaltine, Marmite, mulled wine, bathwater?  

Is dipping bread into soup classified as dunking?  What about cold drinks; for 

instance can you dunk a Bourbon into dandelion & burdock?  I think they did 

that during the French Revolution. Incidentally, the Bourbon is rated as the 

best of all biscuits for dunking with a break-up time of 2 mins 39 secs. Is a 

deep-fried Mars Bar technically a product of dunking, albeit into a raging vat of 

beef fat and molten batter? Is dunking savoury biscuits allowed, e.g. a Carr‘s 

water biscuit...though presumably it‘s all right to dunk it in water?  So many 

questions! 

I confess to being partial to the odd ‗bicky‘ or twelve, but they must reach my 

lips in a dry state. I like my biscuits...I could end that sentence right 

there...but only if unadulterated and not wet. I ‗take‘ fig rolls and digestives on 

medical grounds. I wish I could get them on prescription.  Custard creams are 

one of my many ‗only weaknesses‘. The munching and crunching is part of the 

pleasure. You can‘t really do that when turned to sludge - the biscuit, not the 

eater.  

Sadly, there is a ‗multichewed‘ of factors that divide humanity.  Biscuit dunking 

is pretty harmless if you discount cruelty to biscuits.  We‘re unlikely to go to 

war over it. It‘s a totally different and horrible situation when people are 

dunked (see keel-hauling & ‗dunking-stool‘). If mere confectionery-immersion 

was one of the chief issues into which Christians sank their teeth the Church 

Times would lose circulation!  However, other things divide us, when it comes to 

the crunch.  
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Around 200AD the North African Christian scholar Tertullian, who liked his 

crustula, commented on a remark he‘d overheard from a pagan Roman who ob-

served, ‗See how these Christians love one another‘. 

Let‘s hope that can be said of us by the modern-day 

residents of Eboracum or are there matters more seri-

ous than spoiled bickies that drive a wedge between 

us?  Maybe not at St Edward‘s but all too often in 

churches, there can be bitterness, even though the 

original trigger for the problem is lost in a miasma of 

indignation and emotion. Who said ― the initial cause of 

enduring division is often Lilliputian in scale and signifi-

cance‖?  Me, just then! 

May our disagreements be held at the ‗dunking biscuits‘ level, then problems 

that divide us will be resolved...or dissolved. In any case, a form of miniaturised 

dunking is practised at Communion in many churches at present, where the wa-

fer is dipped into the wine. 

There is a National Biscuit Day on 29th May, but no National Biscuit Dunking 

Day, thank goodness. However, boffins - perhaps that should read ‗scoffins‘ - at 

Bristol University want to change all that.  If a date is fixed I‘ll not be cele-

brating. What would be cause for celebration would be biscuit packets carrying 

an anti-dunking warning. 

...and crumbs, don‘t get me started about the Grand Old Dunk of York!   

All that was a bit tongue-in-cheek (due to trying to dislodge a morsel of ginger-

nut from a cavity!)   

 

Derek Reed. 
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Winners of the St Edward‟s Art Competition  

Adults:  Fiona Murray 

Under 18yrs old:  Elliot Hammond  

Under 11yrs old :  Marius Diget   Congratulations to all 

Julie Shepard Fiona Murray 

Marius Diget Elliot Hammond 

Helen Wren Pippa Hammond 
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Promise Page–The Importance of Gifts 

 

When asked what the greatest gift you have ever received is, what might you 

say? 

I asked some of the young people and children of our congregation what theirs 

was, and got some widely varied answers! 

“A jar of Percy Pigs”  “Drum kit”“LOVE”“Life”                 

 “Xbox One”“Spaghetti” 

 

What would you say if I asked you about the greatest gift you have ever given? 

Here are some of our young people‘s responses! 

―A sticky fish‖     “Wonder Woman”   ―JVB‖ “Love” 
  

In the run up to Christmas, gift buying and organising can become all consuming. 

The list making and the braving of busy high streets to find the perfect gift. 

The ordering 3 months in advance to get the perfect turkey. The stress of drag-

ging the decorations from the cupboard, only to be frustrated by last year‘s ‗you‘, 

who in a state of exhaustion simply dumped the decorations back in their boxes, 

and said decorations are now in a tangled mess. Fighting traffic to visit family 

members. 

It can become quite a fraught time of year, as everyone rushes around under 

pressure to make it feel special for everyone else. 

If the last 2 years has taught us anything though, it has taught us about the 

things that really matter. Thinking back to where we were last Christmas, it was 

a real gift to be able to meet with others at the drive-in services at York College 

that Ruthi organised.  
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We had been apart for so long and to be able to find a way to be together for 

Christmas was truly amazing. Online services, which meant that we could still all 

worship together from our homes, felt like a true gift too. When the team got 

together to make lockdown packs for our young people and families, and the 

community came together to create some truly wonderful window displays, that 

was such a gift. For me, coming back to services and being able to run children‘s 

work was a gift. 

We have all been together through something really unusual in the past two 

years, and certainly for me, it has changed my priorities when it comes to 

Christmas. With young children, it is all too easy for me to get caught up in try-

ing to create a perfect Christmas for them, but actually the perfect Christmas 

already exists without me doing anything. The perfect Christmas was given to us 

a long time ago, when God sent us His Son. Jesus was, and is, the perfect gift. 

This Christmas, let us focus on the things which matter most. Jesus, the Light 

of the World, came down to live among us to start the great work of saving us 

so that we can have a relationship with God. Whether we spend time with loved 

ones this Christmas or whether we are spending the season in our own company, 

let us be thankful for the greatest gift any of us have ever received, and re-

member to give the gift of God‘s love to others. 

 

Helen Cross 

Children and Youth Coordinator 
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Dear Lord, 

During this season, please help us to remember what is really important. Thank 

you for the amazing gift You gave us in Jesus. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Available to print from our website:https://www.stedsdringhouses.org/resources/  

https://www.stedsdringhouses.org/resources/
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A Day in the Life of a … Stonemason 

Liam Kelly 

The craft of carving stone is one of the oldest activities and professions in hu-

man history.  Many of the world’s great monuments, the Egyptian pyramids, the 

Taj Mahal, Stonehenge etc. owe their existence to stonemasons.  So, what of 

the modern stonemason?  2021 saw the repair of St Edward’s church roof, with 

the work being undertaken by Pinnacle Conservation and Liam Kelly, one of their 

stonemasons, agreed to tell us more! 

Q: How did you become a stonemason? 

A:I really sort of fell into it, as my original plan had been to join the Forces, 

but unfortunately being colour blind put paid to that plan.  A friend of my dad‘s 

gave me the opportunity of an apprenticeship and so I went to York College to 

train.  The course for me was 3 years, as I took my NVQ Level 2 and then com-

pleted the advanced Level 3. However, it is only working on the job that you 

really learn and develop your skills.  I have now been in the profession for 20 

years. 

Q: What does the work involve? 

A: Principally, we still work with a mallet and a chisel.  We do 

have the benefit of grinders and air guns, but the hand 

crafting is the skill.  Blocks of stones are pretty heavy, 

and trapped fingers are one of those occupational haz-

ards. I have three or four shredded wheat in the morning 

to get me through the day!  You definitely do need a head 

for heights – and there are still times when working on a steeple, espe-

cially on a windy day, that I look down and think ‗this is high‘! However, 

you get used to it and just focus on the job. 

Q:What is the best bit of the job? 

A:The job is incredibly varied. You get to see all manner of different places and 

sometimes how the other half lives! I have worked on mansions owned by Man-

chester United footballers, and they really are something else.  However, at the 

moment I am rebuilding a wall over at Oswaldkirk. 
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Q: Tell me about the work at St Edward‟s? 

A:Our main task was to make the roof watertight with new 

lead and new coping stones. The bell tower also needed some 

repairs, and I replaced the stone apex over the Porch. How-

ever, it is fair to say that one of the best bits of working at 

St Edward‘s was the lunch on a Friday – that was really nice 

and was an absolute treat!  

 

Q: When you tell people you are a stonemason, what do they think you do? 

A:Carve gravestones!  I suppose for me, it isn‘t unusual as it is what I do – and 

it certainly keeps you fit! 

 

Interview with Helen Wren 

Comfort and Joy! 

 

 

A big thank you to those who have knit-

ted squares and those who have left 

blankets in the Cafe area at Church. 17 

Blankets are being sent via York Vikings 

Inner Wheel Club through the Zikomo 

Trust to Malawi. 

 

Anne Brabbs 
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The Gift of Words: Howard Thurman 

 

I will light candles this Christmas, Candles of joy, despite all sadness,  

Candles of Hope where despair keeps wait, 

Candles of Courage, where fear is ever present, 

Candles of Peace for tempest-tossed days, 

Candles of Grace to ease heavy burdens, 

Candles of Love to inspire all my living, 

Candles that will burn all year long. 

In whatever sense this year is a new year for you, may the moment find you 

eager and unafraid, ready to take it by the hand with joy and gratitude. 

There must be always remaining in every life, some place for the singing of 

angels, some place for that which is breathless and beautiful.   

   

Howard Washington Thurman (November 18, 1899 – April 10, 1981) was an American author, 

philosopher, theologian, educator, and civil rights leader.  
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Accomplish Children‟s Trust 

Accomplish Children‘s Trust is one of the 

charities that we support at St Edward‘s. The 

following contains excerpts from their Octo-

ber Newsletter. 

 

As we have seen in recent months, the disastrous effects of both the pandemic 

and global warming, have been felt most keenly in the developing world. ACT 

works with disabled children and their families in rural areas of Uganda. Even 

prior to the pandemic many of these children were malnourished, but as lock-

down set in, entire communities suffered from food shortages. Many of the 

families are subsistence farmers, who eke out a living selling any excess pro-

duce in local markets. Lack of access to these markets has deprived them of 

income with which they would buy absolute basics like soap. On top of this, un-

reliable rains and localised flooding have meant that harvests have been worse 

than usual. As a consequence, the prevalence of child malnutrition, in the Kas-

ese district has risen to 40%. 

 

In the summer, Accomplish launched an Emergency 

Appeal to send urgent aid to the worst affected ar-

eas. A total of £11,300 was raised. This money has 

been sent to the partner organisations in Uganda and 

has been used to send food parcels to those in most 

desperate need. In September RSNF, one of its 

partners, was able to distribute 150 food parcels, using grants from the emer-

gency fund. In total, more than 400 families have been helped. (To see a video 

of their work – please see our website with the following link.https://

www.stedsdringhouses.org/accomplish-childrens-trust/ ) 

https://www.stedsdringhouses.org/accomplish-childrens-trust/
https://www.stedsdringhouses.org/accomplish-childrens-trust/
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Children with severe malnutrition are unable to digest and absorb normal food. 

Accomplish have been able to fund the appointment of a Nutrition Nurse in 

Kasese, one of the worst affected areas. This nurse will be able to prescribe 

―therapeutic food‖ for the really sick children along with emergency food par-

cels and high yield seeds for their families. The nurse will also work closely 

with local district hospitals, which are inaccessible to the poorest families, en-

suring that all children enrolled in the Kasese clinic are properly assessed and 

appropriately referred for follow up. 

 

Happily, not all the news is bad. 

Accomplish has been working with the Rwenzori Special 

Needs Foundation (RSNF) since 2015 to provide tools, 

seeds and livestock for families with disabled children.  By growing crops or 

keeping pigs or goats, families can feed themselves, as well as producing surplus 

vegetables or meat to sell.  

By the end of 2019, 200 families were farming. 

 

This has had a large positive impact during lockdown. The project in Fort Portal 

has been fortunate to have a good harvest this year, producing enough to eat, 

replant for next season and have enough to sell for income. The pig-keeping 

scheme has produced 20 piglets which will be passed on to the next beneficiar-

ies. 

 

And finally, earlier in the year, Sue Baldock embarked on walking the virtual 

pathway from Land‘s End to John O‘Groats, a 1080 mile journey. Due to lock-

down restrictions, she initially walked along local pathways, gradually venturing 

further afield. She finally finished the challenge in August, without a single 

blister and raised over £2000 for Accomplish, in the process. Well done, Sue. 
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A Christmas Crossword Answers: 

Across: 3. Judaea 4. Maids 8. Epiphany 9. Norway 10. Augustus 13. Immanuel 15. 

Jerusalem 16. Theophilus 17. Nicholas 18. Quirinius 19. Rahab 21. Frankincense 

24. Gospel 25. Donkey 26. Advent 27. Gabriel 28. Dickens 29. Myrrh 30. Mark 

Down: 1. Micah 2. East 3. Joseph 5. Wenceslas 6. Turkey 7. Zechariah 9. Naz-

areth 11. Magnificat 12. Christ 14. Bethlehem 19. Rossetti 20. Egypt 21. Fidelis 

22. Holly 23. Boxing 26. Asher 27. Gold 

Accomplish Children's Trust Christmas Appeal 2021 

The RSNF project trains older students, for one year, in vocational skills such as 

hairdressing and tailoring. This year 17 students will complete the tailoring 

course and 12 students the hairdressing course. 

The Christmas appeal this year is to fund the purchase of start up kits for the 

young graduates. £83 will provide a sewing machine, for the tailors and £48 a 

start-up kit for the hairdressers. Each student has to provide 10% of the cost, 

which pays for transport and also gives them a sense of ownership. 

Beth, who is deaf, and from a very poor family, is one of the people who has 

benefited from this programme. In 2017 she was unable to attend school because 

of her disability, and none of her 5 siblings attended either, due to poverty. Beth 

joined the programme and subsequently graduated. She now has a small salon 

near her home, and with her modest income is able to pay for her siblings‘ educa-

tion. 

If you would like to know more about the work of Accomplish, and support their 

work, visit their website https://www.accomplishtrust.org.uk 

Donations can be made via their website (https://

accomplishchildrenstrust.enthuse.com/cf/2083/accomplish#!/)  or by cheque to 

Accomplish Children's Trust, 2 Byron Court, Balderton, Newark, NG24 3PY. 

Thank you. 

https://accomplishchildrenstrust.enthuse.com/cf/2083/accomplish#!/
https://accomplishchildrenstrust.enthuse.com/cf/2083/accomplish#!/


 

 

 




