
 

 



 

 

 

Who’s Who in St. Edward’s  

Vicar:   Reverend Canon Richard Carew                                    

            The Vicarage, Tadcaster Rd,                               

            Dringhouses,  

            YORK   YO24 1QG 

Email: : vicar@stedsdringhouses.org 

   Tel: 07776683254 

Assistant Curate:  Reverend Angela Morrison 

Email: curate@stedsdringhouses.org 

  Tel: 07776 686129  

Parish Secretary: Wendy Hewitt  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

who will be in the office Monday  - Friday  

Hours: 9.00am—4.30pm (closed for lunch 1.30—2.00pm) 

Tel: 709111 

 

Children and Youth Coordinator: Helen Cross 

Email: youth@stedsdringhouses.org 

Tel: 07436 405578 

 

 

Children’s Worker:  Ros Smith.  

Email children@stedsdringhouses.org   

Tel: 07436 505586 

 

 

Contact The Porch on porch@stedsdringhouses.org for any submissions or 

questions.  

 

'Registered charity no. 1131430' 
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Living Generously 

 

When my parents got married one of their wedding 

presents was a pumpkin!  I should explain that my par-

ents met and were married in Zimbabwe some 50 years 

ago, and so there was no expectation of any of the ex-

travagance that we see around us in the UK.  Knowing 

who had given it, this pumpkin was one of the more 

generous gifts they received that day. 

 

 

As we enter the season of Harvest, we give thanks for all God’s provision for 

us.  We also give thanks for our farmers and for all those who are part of the 

supply chains that keep our supermarket shelves filled, and our deliveries com-

ing to our doorsteps.  Alongside our thanksgiving, we will also be looking again at 

what it means to be faithful stewards of all that God has entrusted to us.  

What does it look like to live generously with God and with others in the way 

that we use our resources each day? 

 

 

Our experiences in the last eighteen months may have given us cause to think 

more deeply about what we truly value in a world where advertising is always 

pressing us to hanker after the next ‘big thing’.  As we panic bought our pasta, 

we suddenly realized how dependent we are on others for our daily needs,  and 

the recent news about shortages of lorry drivers has only served to remind us 

again of that dependency.  How do we respond in gratitude for those who look 

after us, and how do we in turn begin to look after others?  What does it look 

like to live generously so that all the good things that we enjoy are not just 

about meeting our needs, but also about being a blessing to those around us as 

well? 
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St Edward’s is already a place of generosity.  During the pandemic there have 

been countless acts of generosity and service, many of which will have gone 

unheralded, but which have made a real difference in the lives of others.  We 

have seen that underlying generosity powerfully made visible in the response to 

our recent appeal for financial help with the roof repairs, and also in the way 

that individuals are giving of their time and talents in helping St Edward’s to re-

emerge as a place of welcome and community.   

 

 

This kind of generosity does not happen by accident.  During October we will be 

exploring what an ongoing life of generosity looks like, and how we can continue 

to be good stewards of all that God has entrusted to us.   To help us with this, 

our sermons will look at how we use our money; there will be resources on our 

website to help us reflect;  we will be running a Book Discussion Group looking at 

‘A Call To Act’, a book that challenges us to live a ‘poverty busting’ lifestyle; and 

our Harvest Supper will give an opportunity to celebrate all that God has given 

to us. 

 

 

Living Generously will mean different things for each of us.  But whatever the 

particular outworking looks like in our daily lives, Living Generously is about 

passing on the generosity that God has already shown to us.  As a friend of mine 

recently put it “God is generous, and God’s people are faithful.”  As we give 

thanks for Harvest, I pray that our thanksgiving will then turn outwards to 

those in need around us, and we will be known as those who are faithful to God 

and Living Generously. 

 

 

Richard 
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Living Generously within the Diocese of York 

I don’t know if you will remember the BBC comedy ‘Bread’, but it followed the 

life of the Boswell family in Liverpool as they struggled to make their way in the 

world.  At some point in each episode, they all sat around the kitchen table on 

which stood a ceramic egg holder in the shape of a chicken.  Ma Boswell would 

ceremoniously lift the cover and each of the family would then put in the money 

that they had earned that day, with some having had better days than others.  

And always Joey would somehow ensure that there was enough to go round for 

the family…. 

The Diocese of York is our church family.  The 

Diocese of York covers an area roughly stretching 

from the Humber to the Tees, and from the A1 to 

the coast.  We are the largest Diocese by area in 

England, and so almost inevitably we are a Diocese 

of contrasts.  For the most part, the Diocese is 

rural, with Hull, Middlesbrough and York being 

the main population centres.  As well as having 

areas of real affluence, 20 of the 100 most eco-

nomically deprived parishes in England are in this 

Diocese, concentrated in Hull and Middlesbrough.   

And yet we are all part of the same Church family.   

 

So what is a Diocese?   

A Diocese is an area under the Pastoral Care of a Bishop.  In the Diocese of 

York this is the Archbishop of York, who has three Suffragan Bishops to help in 

the day to day task of looking after the Diocese.  As a parish, we receive sup-

port and expertise from those who work for the Diocese and we give back to 

the Diocese through our Freewill Offering. 
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So what do those who work for the Diocese do for us? 

 

As part of the Diocesan support team, 

there are people with particular expertise 

in Church Buildings, in Legal Matters, in 

Safeguarding, in Communications, and in 

Pastoral Care.  As a Parish we have free 

access to that expertise as and when 

needed.  It is also the responsibility of 

the Diocese to pay for the stipends of 

Clergy, to house them and to provide in -

service training for clergy and lay ministers.  If you divide the total cost of 

running the Diocese of York by the number of paid clergy you get a rough 

measure of what it costs to have a Vicar in a parish and support them, a figure 

of just over £70k.   

 

Alongside funds received from the National Church, to help pay for this there 

is a Diocesan Common Fund- our equivalent of the Boswell Family ceramic 

chicken!- into which parishes are invited to make a contribution each year- our 

Freewill Offering.  Last year we gave £100K into the Church family pot, and so 

as well as covering our own costs as a parish we were also able to support the 

Church’s ministry in parishes in some of the poorest parts of the country.  

Moreover, there are 125 Church Schools in the Diocese attended by c.21,000 

children each day.  That is roughly the same number of people as attend a 

church in this Diocese each week.  Although we don’t have a Church school in 

our parish, our giving makes supporting those schools possible.  There is also a 

Diocesan Youth and Children’s Team working across the Diocese encouraging 

faith in the next generations.   
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All this is possible because our contribution to the Common Fund makes it pos-

sible.  Living Generously means that we are able to support making the good 

news of Jesus Christ known way beyond the boundaries of our parish.  Our in-

fluence is felt not just here in Dringhouses, but across the largest Diocese in 

England; and for that I give thanks to God. 

(If you would like to find out more about our Diocesan Finances you can do so 

here: 

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/living-christs-story/lcs-consultation-resources/ ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Ignatius Prayer 

Lord Jesus, teach me to be generous. 

Teach me to serve as you deserve, 

To give and not to count the cost, 

To fight and not to heed the wounds, 

To labour and not to seek to rest, 

To give of my self and not ask for a reward, 

Except the reward of knowing that I am doing your will. 

St. Ignatius of Loyola, Pray for us. 

Amen 

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/living-christs-story/lcs-consultation-resources/
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Promise Page: Living generously 

 

One of the things that I have been struck by most during the pandemic, is the 

kindness and generosity I have seen both within our own community and in the 

world. It is (understandably) easy for us to focus on the things which have 

been tricky over the past 18 months or so, so I’ve gathered together some 

‘good news’ stories of generosity from the Covid-19 pandemic: 

 

The TP Fairy 

Carter Harvey in Victoria knew that some of his elderly neighbours were 

struggling to get to the supermarket, so he decided to become the Toilet Pa-

per Fairy, dropping off bags of toilet paper to those who were struggling to 

get to the shops to buy any. 

 

Books for everyone 

In a little town outside of Wakefield, Paul Green and some other volunteers 

got together at the local community hub to organise for books to be available 

to every child during the first lockdown and the Summer Holidays, when 

schools and libraries were closed and many people were isolating. 

Restaurant Club 

Louisa Walters in London founded the Restaurant Club and setup a GoFundMe 

page so that her followers on Facebook could donate to fund ingredients for 

meals. This meant that local restaurants were able to provide food free of 

charge for NHS workers about to start night shifts in hospitals.  
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Have an adventure 

Max Woosey in Devon promised his neighbour that he would have an adventure 

in the tent his neighbour gave him before he passed away. Max decided to 

start sleeping in the tent in his garden to raise money for the hospice which 

had looked after his neighbour. He raised over £640,000 for the hospice, 

which thanks to this has avoided having to make nurses redundant. 

There are so many stories of people giving generously of time or money or 

other things during the pandemic. 

 

Why should we live generously – even in ‘normal times’? 

 

Everywhere you look in the Bible, it’s really clear that we are called to live gen-

erously. There’s the boy who gave his lunch to Jesus to feed the 5000, Jesus’ 

story of the Samaritan who gave his time, resources and skill to help a man 

left for dead on the side of the road, the Israelites who gave materials and 

time to help build the tabernacle. There are so many examples of generosity 

that it’s unmistakeable that this is something that is really important to God. 

But perhaps the obvious reason that we should live generously even in ‘normal 

times’, is because we have been given so much! God made us, gave us all that we 

have and sent His only Son to die for us so that we could be saved forever! 

That is absolutely incredible generosity. So what should we do with all we have 

been given? Pay it forward! It should be our natural response to God’s gener-

ous love. We can live generously in all sorts of ways, with our time, our kind-

ness, our resources, our creativity – anything! 

 

A prayer: Dear Jesus, Thank you so much for everything you have given us. 

We’re sorry that sometimes we forget that You want us to live generously. 

Please help us to find ways to live generously with those around us. Amen 
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Activity: The giving tree 

This month, you could create a giving tree like the one below to help remind 

you all of the things you have that you can give. You could each do one at home, 

or you could create a family giving tree. Remember the things you have to give 

others don’t have to cost any money, they may cost you  time or resources in-

stead! You might be able to give hugs, friendship, a listening ear or perhaps 

even cards or toys. You can use the tree on this page or create your own!  

Helen Cross, C&Y co-ordinator 
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A Day in the Life of ….. the Garden Gang. 

 

There is a plaque so well hidden in 

the grounds of St Edward’s, that 

you will probably need a member of 

the Garden Gang to point it out to 

you. I am fortunate to be with one 

of the longest serving members of 

the Garden Gang, Lilian Kay, who 

shows me the plaque, hidden by a 

cotoneaster at the base of the tri-

angular board. It says simply, 

‘Tommy Watson Church Warden 1966 to 1980’.   Lilian tells me that one day, 

Tommy Watson returned home from the church and declared to his wife Doro-

thy, that something really needed to be done about the gardens.  Dorothy, as a 

keen gardener, decided to rally the troops and look for volunteers to help 

maintain and develop the gardens.  This was the birth of the modern Garden 

Gang.  From time to time, Dorothy put out appeals for volunteers and on her 

retirement, Lilian received a knock on the door from Tess Haggart, asking if 

she would consider joining the volunteers.  Her immediate response was ‘I am 

not a gardener’, however Dorothy replied, ‘it doesn’t matter, just do what you 

can’.  The year was 1993 and 28 years later Lilian is still pruning the roses. She 

says she is still not a proper gardener, but a tidier! However, she loves the 

company and being outside. 

 

Originally from Lancashire, Lilian moved to the city on 31st December 1968 and 

so woke up in York in 1969.  Her husband, Malcolm, had taken a job at York Col-

lege and Lilian started teaching at Acomb Primary School where she was to 

stay for 25 years.  She has two daughters and, as a family, they joined St Ed-

ward’s back in 1969.  
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Over the years, she has witnessed sev-

eral changes.  Trees cut down, exten-

sions built and planting developed.  Lilian 

has a particular passion for the roses, 

and indeed the afternoon we met, I 

found her on her kneeler tackling the 

weeds and doing the dead heading.  One 

thing that hasn’t changed is Doris Bell 

coming every Monday afternoon, armed with biscuits, to make tea for the 

Gang. 

 

One of the advantages is passing the time of day with people on Tadcaster 

Road.   Lilian recalls one day when a gentleman called by asking if this was ‘St 

Edward the Confessor?’.  Lilian replied in the affirmative. ‘Well, he said, I am 

going round visiting all the St Edward the Confessor Churches in England, and I 

wondered if it was possible to have a look around?’ So, Lilian duly showed him 

the church, much to his delight. (Ed’s note: Google Maps suggest there are 18, 

including Westminster Abbey). 

 

There have been ‘stand out’ moments, such as 2005 when Ascot came to York 

and the church was decorated with flowers and 2012, when it was the Queen’s 

Jubilee, and the church had a Wizard of Oz theme. Heather Corker designed a 

Yellow Brick Road by filling two beds with marigolds; Lilian said she held the 

watering can!   

 

One feature of gardens is that some perennial plants eventually give up the 

ghost and don’t return.  Garden Gang founder, Dorothy Watson, had a particu-

lar love of Red-Hot Pokers (Kniphofia) and had planted some at the front of 

the church.   
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Every year, they re-emerged in 

the spring and gave a great show 

of colour – however, one year 

the show was poor and the next 

year they didn’t flower.  The 

Garden Gang assumed they had 

had their day.  Sadly, Dorothy 

was called to glory in 2012, but Lilian said as she walked out of the church af-

ter the funeral, her eye was caught by a splash of colour – there were the Red

-Hot Pokers in full bloom. They never appeared again. 

 

So, 28 years on and still pruning into her late eighties, Lilian says that she 

would encourage anyone to join the Garden Gang – no skills required other than 

a love of the outdoors and a willingness to spend some time on your knees!   

 

Interview with Helen Wren 
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An Artist’s Life in Lockdown 

All of us have had to change our daily lives during the challenging weeks of 

lockdowns. I am lucky because I have a studio in St Edward’s Close where I 

have been able to immerse myself in creating and making textiles. However, 

most artists, like everybody else, do not thrive in isolation 

Artists need the stimulation of conversations with other makers and the in-

centive of displaying their work to audiences. We are not all makers, but we 

can all be appreciators of art and feedback from people enjoying what we 

make is an important source of support. We also need encouragement from our 

communities of makers.  I have kept in touch by zoom with the York Textile 

Artists group with whom I regularly exhibit my work and their encouragement 

has been invaluable. But our scheduled exhibitions were cancelled as the vari-

ous stages of lockdown followed relentlessly one after another. For two week-

ends in July York Open Studios provided a welcome outlet for 147 artists, in-

cluding me, to show their work; but our visitor numbers were reduced as natu-

ral caution amongst many of our regular visitors and, for families, the fear of 

being pinged just before their longed-for escape for staycations as summer 

term ended kept people away. 

So how did I keep motivated to keep creating work in these solitary times? I 

work in natural materials – wool, cotton and silk – and the pleasure I experi-

ence from handling their vibrant colours and seductive textures is a great in-

centive to get creating when I spread them out at the design stage of a new 

piece. I am sure that St Edward’s art club members get the same pleasure 

from working with stimulating materials.  

The second source of motivation is searching through my drawings and photo-

graphs of natural objects and landscapes on which my designs are based. I 

revel in remembering the delight in being in these lovely locations. An example 

is the Shoreline artwork series based on images of shorelines that I drew and 

photographed while on a family holiday in Corfu. I used a technique called nuno 

felting to create this series.  
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The technique involves wet felting layers of wool and 

silk together. I embellished the finished work with 

shells from Corfu beaches. Another example is a shade 

based on photographs I have taken in the Lake Dis-

trict. I make shades of various sizes using fabric paint 

fixed by heat on to calico and textured with machine 

embroidery.  

 I learned during lock-

down to appreciate more fully the natural 

beauty on our doorstep in York. We are so lucky 

to live near to the Knavesmire, Railway Pond, 

Chapman’s Pond and the Knavesmire Woods. As 

I walked on the Knavesmire during those cold 

months of the first lockdown, I had to keep 

looking down to avoid slipping on puddles of ice. 

I took photographs of the patterns of ice and vegetation and drew on them as 

inspiration for a series worked with wool, other fibres and angelina – all using 

a slow stitch approach. It was like meditat-

ing to work slowly and freely with hand 

stitches. 

Life for me as an artist in lockdown has had 

its challenges; but also compensations. 

 

Angela Anning 

www.anningtextiles.com;www.yorktextileartists.com; 

www.yorkopenstudios.co.uk 

 

http://www.yorktextileartists.com
http://www.yorkopenstudios.co.uk
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OCTOBER 2021 SERVICES & EVENTS 

Tuesday—Friday                 Church Open during daytime 9.30am—3.00pm 

Monday—Thursday             Café open 9.30—12.00 & 1.30—4.00pm (8.45am Monday term time) 

Friday                                   Café open 9.30—12.00 

Mondays  2-4pm                  Garden Gang (during the season) 

Wednesdays                         7.30—8.30pm Youth Group (term time) 

Wednesdays                         Wednesday Afternoon Small Group 2.30– 4pm (alternate) 

Wednesdays                          Moor Lane Group 7.30pm ( 1st in the Month) 

Fridays                                  10.30am—12.00 noon Little Teds (term time only) 

Fridays (see Pew Sheet)      6.30-7.30pm Choir practice 

 

Any enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings etc to 01904 709111 or parishof-
fice@stedsdringhouses.org 

Timings are correct at time of going to press. 

 

 

 Monday 2.30-3.30pm      Gentle Yoga 

7.00-8.00pm       Yoga 

Tuesday 12.30-4.00pm     U3A Bridge  

6.15-7.15pm        Beaver Scouts (in term time) see back page for 

                            Wednesday evening session  

7.45-9.45pm        Line Dancing  

Wednesday 9.30am-12noon    Probus  (fortnightly)  

9.45—11.30am     Musical Connections 

10.00– 11.00 am    Aerobics 

1.15 –3.45 pm       Art Group  

6.15—8.15pm       Perfecting Pilates (2 x 1 hour classes) 

1st Thurs. 2.00—3.00pm      Contact 

3rd Thur in the 

month 

2.00-4.00pm        Townswomen’s Guild 

7.30-9.30pm        Local History Group  

Friday  12.00-2.00           Lunches in Hall see flyer for dates 

6.15—7.15pm       Beavers Scouts (in term-time) 
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 Sunday — 3rd October 18th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion Genesis 2:18-24 

10.00am Harvest All Age Service Genesis 2:18-24 

6.30pm HC with Prayers for Healing Readings as above 

Tuesday 5th October 

10.00am—12.00 noon St Edward’s Needlecraft Group 

7.00 FOR 7.30PM Wisemen at the Cross Keys pub 

Wednesday 6th October 

12.00 noon Communion in Company 

2.30—4.00pm Wednesday Afternoon Small Group 

7.30—9.00pm Moor Lane Group 

Thursday 7th October 

10.00am Holy Communion 

1.30—3.00pm Contact 

Friday 8th October 

10.30—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

6.30—7.30pm Choir practice 

Sunday  10th October 19th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30am Holy Communion Malachi 3: 10-12, Mark 10: 17-27 

10.00am  Holy Communion Malachi 3: 10-12, Mark 10: 17-27 

3.00pm Baptism Service 

Tuesday 12th October  

10.00—-12.00 noon St Edward’s Needlecraft Group 

Thursday 14th October  

10.00am  Holy Communion 

12.00 noon Memorial Service M Golding 
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Friday 15th October 

10.30—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00-pm, Lunches 

6.30—7.30pm Choir practice 

Saturday 16th October 

7 for 7.30pm Harvest Supper 

Sunday 17th October—20th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion 2 Corinthians 8:107, 9:6-8:Mark 12: 41-44 

10.00am Family Communion Readings as above 

Tuesday 19th October  

10.00—12.00 noon St Edward’s Needlecraft Group 

Wednesday 20th October  

9.30am Harvest Service Dringhouses School 

2.30—4.00pm Wednesday Afternoon Small Group 

Thursday 21st October 

2.00—4.00pm Townswomen's Guild 

Friday 22nd October 

10.30—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

6.30—7.30pm Choir practice 

Sunday 24th October—Last Sunday after Trinity 

8.30am Holy Communion Acts 4: 32-37, John 12: 1-8 

10.00am Holy Communion Readings as above 

Tuesday 26th October  

10.00—12.00 noon St Edward’s Needlecraft Group 
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Thursday 28th October 

2.00pm Women's Fellowship 

Friday 29th October 

10.30am—12.00 noon Little Teds 

12.00—2.00pm Lunches 

6.30—7.30pm Choir practice 

Sunday 31st October—All Saints 

8.30am Holy Communion  

10.00am Family Communion  

6.30pm Memorial Service 

From the Registers 

Weddings 

David Orme & Holly Diane Jasper 14th August 2021 

  

Funerals  

Lisa Weedon 13th August 2021 

Alan Potter 31 August 2021 

  

Baptisms 

Annabelle Daisy Barley 8th August 2021 
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'The Porch' Editor’s note. 

In recent months we've been trying to follow themes in our Porch planning 

meetings for the following months’ editions. We hope to encourage readers to 

contribute pieces that reflect these themes so that each edition is more tai-

lored. 

We've listed below the forthcoming themes for the next 6 months. So get your 

writing caps on as all submitted articles are gratefully received. 

November 2021 'Hope' 

December 2021  'Gifts' 

February 2022  'Spring' 

 

Thank you 

Ian, Helen and Linda 
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Hello from Dringhouses Library 

 

Autumn is here al-

ready, and as the 

nights draw in we have 

lots of cosy events for 

all ages. 

Our after-school 

craft club and Lego 

club are restarting! Watch this space and library noticeboards and social media 

for updates on exact dates. 

 

Thursday 21 October 10am-12.30pm sees a Friends of Dringhouses Library 

coffee morning with special guest Malcolm Walker, local historian, who will give a 

talk on the social history of St James the Deacon church. Join us for cake, cof-

fee, chat and fascinating local history. 

 

We’re celebrating Halloween with a Hallows afternoon Friday 29 October at 

2.30-5pm, drop in for spooky crafts and fun all afternoon. Free event, just come 

along and have some fun. Dressing up encouraged, come as your favourite witch, 

vampire, ghost or ghoul! Suitable for children 4-10 years. 

 

The Bloodaxe Book Challenge is back, starting in half 

term! Join Eric Bloodaxe and his team of fearsome Vi-

kings, read 4 books about myth and history, and get 

blood-curdlingly-good prizes! Open to children aged 4-12 

years. Sign up in the library. 
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Our regular events are on each week: 

Under 5s Storytime is every Thursday and Saturday, 11-11.30, with songs, 

rhymes and stories for children under 5 and their carers. 

Our friendly Knit and Natter group meets every Tuesday, 10am-12pm, for 

coffee, chat, knitting, crocheting, and fun. 

Our Reading Group meets on the second Friday of each month, this month 

they meet on Friday 8 October to read ‘The Last of Us’ by Rob Ewing. We are 

looking to establish a second reading group, so if you’re interested in enter-

taining bookish chat in the library, do ask at the desk. 

 

AND FINALLY: 

Time for a little shameless nepotism, while also sharing the joy of reading! As 

some of you know, Librarian Lucy recently married her lovely partner Ben, and 

he is publishing his debut novel this month! An urban fantasy set in York, ‘Holly 

Trinity and the Ghosts of 

York’ investigates the 

shades lurking in every 

dark snickleway and be-

hind every pub’s ghost 

story. Join Ben at York 

Explore on Thursday 28 

October at 7pm for an 

entertaining evening of readings and chat. Ben will talk about the long 

road to becoming an indie author and being inspired by a city bursting 

with stories, and perform selected readings.  

Free tickets available online https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/book-

launch-holly-trinity-and-the-ghosts-of-york-by-ben-sawyer-tickets-

170320865293  

Lucy 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/book-launch-holly-trinity-and-the-ghosts-of-york-by-ben-sawyer-tickets-170320865293
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/book-launch-holly-trinity-and-the-ghosts-of-york-by-ben-sawyer-tickets-170320865293
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/book-launch-holly-trinity-and-the-ghosts-of-york-by-ben-sawyer-tickets-170320865293
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The following article was printed in Movement and is re-printed here by the 

kind permission of Leading Your Church into Growth. 

Rev Ruthi Gibbons 

As well as being a Reverend, Ruthi is mar-

ried to a Reverend (and daughter to a Rev-

erend for that matter...and a daughter-in-

law to a reverend too!). She also looks after 

a lively rescue dog and is mum to a rapidly 

growing toddler. On top of this you can of-

ten see her at a Leading your Church into 

Growth conference. It is a bit of a surprise 

then that she has managed to fit in a new 

job, but she has, and it is a pretty exciting one... 

 

Ruthi, you recently moved house didn't you? Where did you move to and 

what brought that on? 

 

I now live in the glorious Rotherham, in the blessed county of South Yorkshire. 

We are really enjoying living here so far, there is a wonderfully diverse bunch 

of people here and you can always find someone up for a chat in the park. My 

husband got a job as an Oversight Minister for a group of three churches in 

the East Central Rotherham Mission Area (it’s a bit of a mouthful), so we are 

now getting to know the Diocese of Sheffield. 

 

Not long after you settled in, you started a new job. What are you doing? 

 

On Star Wars Day (May the 4th for the uneducated) I started a new role for 

Missional Youth Church Network. The vision of MYCN is to establish missional 

youth churches, enabling 11-18 year olds to build community and discover faith 

in Christ. Local schools, churches and community projects have begun working 

together to reimagine church with young people.  



 

 28 

As part of this a Learning Community has been created so that youth leaders 

and volunteers can come together for training, encouragement, prayer and sup-

port as they build for the future. My role in all this is trying to network and 

connect with the Diocese to see how we might be a support for those looking to 

engage with young people, particularly those who have no connection to church. 

I also mentor those already involved in projects to help them discern what's 

next for them, where we can celebrate what's happening and where there are 

kinks that need ironing out. Oh and I'm also trying to tackle our social media... 

 

What one thing about the role are you most looking forward to? 

 

I'm really looking forward to restrictions easing and going to visit some of the 

different things going on across the country for young people. There is a huge 

range of work happening from well established youth churches that attract 60-

80 people to a service, to the youth worker just started to chat to a few kids 

in the park, and everything in between. It's incredibly exciting to hear about all 

that's going on, people have been so creative discovering the needs of their 

local youth and working to build church that is engaging and relevant for them, 

so I can't wait to join in and escape my office for a while. 

 

And what aspect of it do you think is most daunting? 

 

This job is much more spread out than working in a single parish or a benefice. 

I'm talking to people up in Penrith all the way down to Taunton and each person 

has a different context with different needs. Building community that isn't 

location based will be a challenge, but I guess that's one of the lessons we have 

been learning through lockdown: how to build community and relationships with-

out physically meeting all the time. 
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Finally, what is it like moving house, being a mum, doing local church stuff, 

and having this role? 

 

Almost impossible. If any 

one has worked out how to 

do a good job, be a good 

parent, a good partner, a 

good dog owner, organise a 

house, and serve the local 

church then let me know. It 

does feel like I'm con-

stantly juggling lots of 

things without any particu-

lar skill, but honestly I 

wouldn't have it any other way. Yes there is laundry on my bedroom floor that 

needed folding and putting away 5 days ago, but the messy chaos that is life is 

holy to me. So the laundry can stay on the floor whilst I go and watch my tod-

dler attempt to throw a ball at my very lazy dog (in between zoom calls of 

course). 

 

The vision of MYCN is to establish missional youth churches, enabling 11-18 

year olds to build community and discover faith in Christ. Local schools, 

churches and community projects have begun working together to reimagine 

church with young people. A Learning Community has also begun so that youth 

leaders and volunteers can come together for training, encouragement, prayer 

and support as they build for the future. To find out more you can contact 

Ruthi via email at: ruthi.gibbons@archbishopofyork.org  

 

© Leading Your Church into Growth 
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Called to Serve: St Hild 

My daughter has a playlist on Spotify 

called “Boss Women”; female vocalists, 

often with a social message and a bass 

line that quickens your heartbeat. I’d 

like to introduce you to another trail-

blazing mould-breaking woman from the 

C7th who founded a monastery at 

Whitby for both men and women. She 

was renowned for her faith, her skilful teaching and a wisdom so great it was 

sought by kings; St Hild had enormous influence on the Anglo-Saxon church 

and its subsequent leaders. She became a patron saint of learning and culture. 

  

It is said that her mother had a vision before Hild was born that she would 

become a beacon of light so bright it would illuminate the whole land. In that 

vein, St Hild College aims to be a beacon of formation in the North for those 

who wish to study, train for Anglican or Baptist ministry and further the work 

of the Kingdom.  

 

A calling to serve God comes in many forms. Some are patient and compassion-

ate listeners, some are ‘doers’ who undertake all sorts of practical tasks in 

the Church or wider community. Some have the knack of articulating just what 

we need to say in meaningful prayer, and some can interpret teachings and 

make the Bible relevant and accessible to us all. Some feel called to serve God 

through ministry. The Diocese of York encourages them to explore their voca-

tion with the Diocesan Director of Ordinands and the discernment process 

ultimately leads to presentation at the Bishop’s Advisory Panel. A ‘yes’ means 

they will be supported in their training, and a Theological Education Institu-

tion is chosen. It’s also cause for great celebration!  
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In 2019, I began working for such an 

institution, St Hild College, and have 

met many wonderful ordinands as they 

undertake formation before leaving us 

to become curates in parishes like 

yours or other contexts, such as com-

munity projects, chaplaincy or church 

planting. The training can be one, two 

or three years, depending on previous experience and the level of formal aca-

demic study the student aspires to. Some give up work to focus on full-time 

contextual training and study, but most continue working and study part-time. 

Students from the York region meet either online on a Thursday or in Mirfield 

on Wednesday evenings for study sessions. 

Observations I’ve made in the last 30 months:  

 

 Many of the ordinands heard God calling them but tried to drown out 

the call with ‘life’ and all its busy-ness. (God can be very insistent and 

makes sure He’s heard eventually!)  

 

 

 Ordinands are all 

ages: some not much 

older than my daugh-

ter, some have re-

tired, and everything 

in between!   

 

 



 

 

32 

 Residential weekends (of which an ordinand attends six annually) are a 

tightly timetabled,  heady mix of study, fellowship, worship and 

peaceful retreat. Ordinands often arrive flustered after hurried Fri-

day rush hour journeys but tell me that they feel fully spiritually re-

charged and re-energised by the time they leave on Sunday.  

 

 “Imposter syndrome” is really common and they think they are not 

equal to the task (I can assure you, these ordinands are remarkable 

people who often juggle work, family AND study in order to train; 

their faith and inspiring ministry is awesome!)  

 

 

Working amongst such suppor-

tive, Christ-like people has had a 

profound effect on my faith and 

witness.  I feel blessed to have 

found a second career after 

teaching in such a spiritually rich 

environment. There is a conta-

gious energy for Christ in the 

students, ordinands and staff as 

we strive to #BeMoreHild in all that we do.  

 

Carol Marsh 

Centre Administrator 

St Hild College 
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Holy Envy: Barbara Brown Taylor 

Finding God in the Faith of Others 

 

Barbara Brown Taylor is an American Episcopal 

priest and author. At the turn of the millennium, 

she opted for a fresh start and took a career 

change. She began to teach World Religions at 

Piedmont College, a private liberal arts college in 

the foothills of the Appalachians. Most of her stu-

dents identified as Christian, with little knowledge 

of, and a considerable suspicion of, the other main 

world religions. She promised them that studying 

other faiths would not make them lose their own. 

What she didn’t anticipate was the degree to which 

her view and experience of her own faith would be 

impacted as she taught this course. How seeing the Divine Mystery through 

other people’s eyes, would help her identify her own religious and cultural lenses 

through which she viewed reality. 

As she takes her students on field trips to mosques, temples and synagogues, 

she is impressed by the gracious welcome, the generosity and hospitality of the 

faithful people that she meets. At times, she is also embarrassed and chal-

lenged by their views of Christianity. Particularly the claim that we are the sole 

curators of divine truth with an evangelistic zeal to disprove anyone else’s 

truth. 

One of the objectives of the course is to help students understand that they 

have a worldview, which is only one way of viewing reality: “A worldview is a 

wave, not the entire ocean”.  
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One of the searching questions at the beginning of the course is, “What do we 

mean when we say the word ‘God”? Whilst reflecting on this herself, there is a 

realisation that we have a “divine mosaic” which reflects our hopes and fears 

about God, based on our experience of church and teaching over many years 

but is often cherry-picked to reflect our own preferences. This idea is one to 

ponder long after closing the dust sheet on the final chapter. 

When thinking about spirituality, she asked friends for their definition. The 

one which gave her most cause for reflection was, “The active pursuit of the 

God we didn’t make up”, which I interpret as “the God who is there” as op-

posed to the edited God in our “divine mosaic”. How can we discover more of 

God if we are not prepared to look beyond the battlements of our own tradi-

tion? 

The closing chapters look at her struggles with her own tradition, and particu-

larly with people in that tradition who have widely differing beliefs from her 

own. One of her conclusions is that right behaviour is far more important than 

right belief and doctrine, and that living well with difference is so very impor-

tant as an expression of our faith. In this assertion she quotes the first epis-

tle of John “if we do not love the brother/sister whom we have seen, how can 

we love God, whom we haven’t seen?” This echoes an earlier quote in the book 

by Ghandi who, whilst discussing the presence of Christian missionaries in In-

dia, said: “Do they spread the perfume of their lives? All I want them to do is 

live Christian lives, not annotate them.” 

In this book there is quite a bit to learn about other religions. More impor-

tantly, perhaps, it offers challenge to review our own beliefs and expand our 

view of the Divine Mystery. Are we prepared to find Living Water in the wells 

of others? 

This book is not a quick or easy read and would be a great book to read in a 

small group or book club.  

Linda Sykes 



 

 

 


