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Re-emerging well. 

 

So we are now living in a world after Covid restrictions, and 

adjusting to what this post-lockdown reality looks like.  

Clearly life has not gone back to ‗normal‘ – whatever that 

may have looked like for each of us- and we are still in a 

phase of transition as we work out what the long term fu-

ture might look like.   

 

The last eighteen months have brought us some very differ-

ent experiences.  For some it has been a time of slowing down, of finally having 

time to learn that new skill or read that book, and of being able to spend more 

time with family; for others it has been a time of hardship and loss, where the 

sense of anxiety or isolation has felt acute; and for most of us it has been a 

mixture of the two.   

 

Whilst we may not be able to control much of the circumstances in which we 

now find ourselves, we do, however, have a measure of control over how we re-

spond to those circumstances.  As we re-emerge from lockdowns we have an 

opportunity to think again about our priorities for daily life, and to ponder 

those priorities with others, and with God.  At the start of lockdown, The Revd. 

Dr Susan Collier produced some thoughts as to how we might approach the 

lockdown, and I am deeply grateful to her for the questions below that might 

help us to think and pray through how we are going to re-emerge well.   

 

These are not exam questions!  There are no right answers, and candidates do 

not need to attempt them all.  You may find yourself drawn to mull on one or 

two of the questions, or you may find it helpful to slowly work through them all 

over a period of time.  I pass these on as a way of helping to shape our re-

sponse to life beyond lockdowns, and I pray that you will find them helpful to 

decide what it looks like for you to re-emerge well. 
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What three to five words sum up your experience since the beginning of the 

first lockdown in March 2020? 

 

Do you have a picture, image, landscape of this time? 

 

 What have been your losses, wounds, heartaches, disappointments? Where 

have been your struggles? 

 What have been your fears? 

 What have been the gifts of this time for you, perhaps unexpected and at 

times hidden? 

 What or who has sustained you during this time? 

 Who have been the key people for you? What have been the key 

situations/events? 

 What are you still processing from this time? What would help you with 

this? 

 What do you want or need to put down now? 

 What do you want to keep and nurture from this time? 

 What are you most thankful for? 

 

And out of this reflection, how do you need to respond to God? What do you 

need to give thanks for? What do you need to bring for healing, wisdom, 

strength? 

 

As we ponder these questions, I am reminded of the words of the prophet 

Micah, whose response to what living well looked like was very simple: ―Live 

justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God‖ (Micah 6:8).  As we respond to 

life beyond lockdowns, I pray that we will each know the presence of God with 

us, enabling us to re-emerge well and that we may be part of reshaping a world 

of justice, mercy and humility before God. 

 

 

Richard 
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In The Porch this month, we are looking at the theme ‘Fresh Starts’. On 

September 5th, we finally make a return to the church building after a very 

long absence! It will definitely feel like a new beginning. However, for 

many, September is associated with the start of a new school or a new 

university. Here, Gill Stamp shares the story of a school friend who made 

her own fresh start in a strange land.  

 

New beginnings - new school, new homeland 

What do you remember about your first day or early days at school?  I have 

two vivid memories of early days at St John‘s school, Dewsbury. One is how vile 

the outside toilets smelled and how I thanked my lucky stars I went home for 

lunch, vowing not to use them at other times of the day!  The other is of the 

reception class teacher, with another new little girl, called Tiiu, sitting on her 

lap, asking for volunteers to look after her because she couldn't speak English.   

 

Tiiu and I became best friends, though I don't remember those early days of 

her learning English.  I was later told though, that she picked it up incredibly 

quickly.  Tiiu was the only child of parents who, several years before her birth, 

fled from Estonia with her maternal grandparents, after their homeland was 

annexed by the USSR. 

 

Her grandfather had been a bank manager in Estonia but, together with his 

daughter and son-in-law took a job in the local textile mills.  Once Tiiu was born, 

while the other adults were at work, she was brought up by her grandmother 

who only spoke Estonian to her until she was 5. 

 

Despite the drastic change in circumstances, the family must have managed to 

bring money with them, because they bought a lovely old Victorian house, whose 

attics became exciting places to play.  Although the Chronicles of Narnia were 

already published by then, I regretfully never came across them until I was a 

student, or I am sure I would have been looking for the entrance to Narnia in 

the back of those old attic wardrobes. 

 



 

 

5 

The family had chosen Dewsbury to live because there was al-

ready a contingent of Estonians in nearby Bradford, alongside 

Ukrainians and Poles who were also refugees from Soviet op-

pression.  A few years later, Bradford and Dewsbury would also 

welcome migrants from Pakistan for the textile industry.  I was 

thrilled to be invited occasionally to Estonian events in Brad-

ford such as a Christmas party or dance festival.  Tiiu's Mum 

was an accomplished folk dancer and sometimes took part in the 

Welsh Eisteddfod in her national dress. 

 

St John's was a C of E school and the vicar came in weekly to 

talk to the class.  However, because I was a Methodist and Tiiu nominally a Lu-

theran, we were excused the 'church teaching' and together with a few other 

infidels enjoyed getting more personalised attention from one of our favourite 

teachers - he tended to chat about current affairs. The year 6 school photo is 

of Tiiu, on the front row, the only one wearing tights for the occasion.  I am 

slightly to the right behind her. 

 

When Tiiu was about ten, she went with the 4 adults in the family on holiday to 

Scandinavia - incredibly exotic to me, who didn't go abroad until univer-

sity.  Her grandma, whose own English had improved at the school gate, told my 

Mum that she had cried and cried when glimpsing her homeland in the distance 

across the Gulf of Finland. 

 

We both passed our 11+ to attend the girls' grammar school, staying firm 

friends though there was friendly rivalry to be at the top of the class. The 

wheel turned full circle in the 6th form when she and I joined a project to help 

Asian women learn English. Tiiu excelled at Maths and science and went to 

Bradford university to study medicine.  The rote learning for the constant 

medical exams depressed her though and she transferred to social 

work.  Sadly, I lost touch in the 1980s but the last I heard; she was working as 

a social worker among the Bradford ethnic communities. 
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In 1991, following the fall of the Berlin wall in 1989, 

Estonians voted overwhelmingly for independence.  I 

don't know if Tiiu's Grandma was still alive by then, 

but Estonians living abroad must have been over-

joyed and finally had a chance to visit their home-

land.  When we were growing up, Tiiu and I would never have believed this would 

be possible in our lifetimes.  I certainly never expected to visit Estonia, but in 

2010, I was fortunate enough to visit its capital city, Tallinn as part of a Baltic 

cruise.  The city retains its medieval heart, with fairytale like towers and walls. 

 

This childhood friendship enables me to reflect about refugees and mi-

grants.  Firstly, how brave to come to a new land where you don't speak the 

language.  In August, the York Press revealed that a 21-year-old refugee from 

Syria had arrived 4 years earlier unable to speak English, started learning Eng-

lish from YouTube but after a time at York college had passed his GCSE exams. 

 

Secondly, how traumatic to be permanently exiled from one's homeland, cut off 

from your customs and culture.  York is a city of sanctuary, offering refuge to 

those who have had to flee their homeland  - see york.cityofsanctuary.org 

 

We pray for refugees around the world. 

May they be welcomed with open arms. 

May their needs for food, shelter, clothing and love be met. 

May their wounds – emotional and physical – be healed. 

We pray that the world will hear their plight. 

We pray that the world will have compassion. 

We pray that the world will take action on their behalf. 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. Tear Fund. 

 

Gill Stamp 

http://york.cityofsanctuary.org
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SEVENTY YEARS OF ENGINEERING FUN !  

 

As a lifelong Mechanical Engineer I have enjoyed watching the repair and con-

servation work taking place on the structure of St Edward‘s Church from my 

spacious workshop in St Edward‘s Close  

I was extremely fortunate dur-

ing my working life to finish my 

career as Chief Engineer of the 

National Railway Museum in York 

in 2005 and I can look back with 

fondness at some of the enor-

mous privileges I found myself 

trusted with in that post at the 

end of an exciting career as an engineer. 

I left school and served a five year graduate apprenticeship at AEI in Traf-

ford Park in Manchester in conjunction with Salford University. Power station 

erection was my chosen path with secondments to Dungeness, Radcliffe on 

Soar and Ironbridge with a long spell at Eggborough Power Station which was 

how I got to know and love York.   

After a spell in the Merchant Navy as an Engineer Officer sailing round the 

World, I settled for a job as a development engineer with Ferodo Ltd in Chapel 

en le Frith developing innovative commercial vehicle brakes. After eleven years 

I left to join Sheffield City Council and was responsible as Keeper of Indus-

trial Collections for moving , installing and Commissioning the 12,000 HP River 

Don Rolling Mill Engine at Kelham Island Industrial Museum in Sheffield.  

However the job that I really had my eye on was waiting for me at York Na-

tional Railway Museum  ten years later! My work for the NRM took me all over 

the world and I appreciate how fortunate I have been to have lived through 

that period. 
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During my tenure we were fortunate to have built up a team of skilled Engi-

neers and Conservators whilst the NRM at that time was pursuing a policy of 

overhauling and running certain selected steam and diesel locomotives to run 

on the Main Line and certain selected Preserved Railways around the country.  

These included ― Green Arrow‖ ―Duchess of Hamilton‖ Beattie Well Tank, Ex 

LNWR Super D  and many more. 

In addition to operating locomotives on and 

around the site and all over the UK the NRM 

was active in collecting items that were es-

sential to telling the wider Story of the 

Train, and perhaps the most exciting adven-

ture I got involved with, was going out to Ja-

pan with a BBC film crew to secure and bring 

back to York the Series O 1955 Japanese 

Bullet Train which is still today one of the 

key popular exhibits in the Museum. 

I retired  and chose to spend more time with my hobby of building large scale 

working miniature steam locomotives in my wonderful  workshop in St Edward‘s 

Close  

I am currently Vice Chair of York Model Engineers who have a created a beau-

tiful attractive site for visitors and members  to enjoy just over St Helen‘s 

Road bridge near the Pastures.  

One of my great delights is encouraging youngsters who show an interest in 

models to create and enjoy simple models for themselves and learn some of 

the techniques involved. 

I hope that some of you reading this article might attend  an open day when we 

are allowed such things to enjoy some of our hard work!  

Richard Gibbon OBE 

BSc Eng F I MechE 
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News from Zimbabwe 

In keeping with the Fresh Start theme, I am going to share some news of the 

fresh starts our gifts to the Tariro Youth Project have offered to young peo-

ple in Zimbabwe. 

Growing up in Zimbabwe is tough for all young people, but it is especially tough 

without a family, as that remains the bedrock of the support networks 

throughout society. To be an orphan limits life chances, and especially if it is 

known that your parents have died of HIV/AIDS. The stigma attached to this 

disease is still very evident, even in the Christian churches, although USPG is 

supporting various projects to tackle this, and to encourage people to speak 

out about their status. 

Dumisani (Glory) has been supported throughout his life by members of the 

Anglican church. As a small child in pre-school, right through to the end of 

Sixth Form, Gill, who was a church member in London prayed for him, wrote 

letters and emails, and sponsored his school fees. When he was ready to leave 

boarding school in Rusape he came to be part of the Tariro household. Gill re-

mained in touch until she died, and both were sad that they had never been 

able to meet in person. She did know that through her help, and that of Tariro, 

Dumisani graduated with a B.Sc. in Food Technology. He now heads up a new 

Tariro project in the Honde Valley, on the borders of Mozambique. The young-

sters have set up and reaped the first crop of sugar beans, and a crop of cab-

bages is now being planted. The land was purchased through a generous gift of 

a group from Anglican monks in Britain. 

Thandeka arrived at Tariro in 2014 wanting to be a Supermar-

ket checkout operator. Throughout her stay she became 

aware of other possibilities and she has just begun her new 

job….not at Pick and Pay...but as a trainee accountant at Nehe-

miah Foundation Trust Ministries, having obtained a Diploma in 

Accounting with the Association of Certified Chartered Ac-

countants. 

Fresh Starts made possible for two young people in turn made possible by the 

prayers and gifts of Christians throughout the world. 

Helen Dawe 
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A View From The Roof 

Repairing a church roof would be challenging in 

any year – but repairing one following 18 

months of closure is a particular chal-

lenge.  However, (to follow an Olympic theme!) 

the baton was picked up and the work is well 

underway. 

There has been tremendous support from several quarters.  We are particu-

larly grateful to Allchurches Trust who have supported 

the church with a grant of £2, 250.  More details of 

their work can be found here  

https://www.allchurches.co.uk 

 

On 2nd August, folks were invited to climb the scaffold 

to have a look at some of the stonework repairs and to 

have a ‗view from the roof‘! Below are some of the pic-

tures taken by David Tooley, 

Mary Paterson and Peter Bur-

gess. There is a short film on the website too. 

https://www.stedsdringhouses.org/roof-progress/ 

 

 

https://www.allchurches.co.uk/
https://www.stedsdringhouses.org/roof-progress/
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Behind the Scenes: St Ed’s Youth 

A year ago, I interviewed our new 

youth workers Helen and Jacob for 

The Porch Magazine.  There is no 

doubt that it was not the year that 

any of us expected.  Jacob never had 

the opportunity to share in worship at 

a ‘normal’ church service and Helen has 

yet to stand up and speak to the con-

gregation! However, they have not 

been idle, and God has clearly moved 

in many ways.  One year on, I am 

back to interview them once more to reflect on all that has happened. 

 

Q: It has been an odd year, but what have been your highlights? 

Helen:  Most recently, we have seen the bond that has developed in the youth 

group.  They have all had a difficult year with schools closing and opening and 

then closing again, periods of self-isolation and separation, but when they 

come together it is clear to see they have formed a genuine friendship with 

each other.  They are like a group of siblings with their banter and care for 

each other – even through the age range runs from 11-16.  It is really lovely. 

Q: What do you think has helped develop that bond? 

Jacob:  We have shared a tough year together and we feel that it has been 

important, as leaders, to be transparent and show our own vulnerability, as we 

have also struggled with the weirdness of it all.  It has meant that we have 

been able to listen and support. 

Q: Other highlights? 

Helen: In an odd way, we have become known to people because they have 

seen us on their telly on a Sunday morning via YouTube! 

Jacob: Yes, I keep getting people coming up and chatting to me, because they 

know my name but am I not certain who they are, as I have never worshipped 

in the church! However, it has really meant that I have felt welcomed as a 

part of this community. 
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Q: What have been the lowlights? 

Helen: Going back into lockdown again was really hard, as we felt that we had 

just got going. We also lost some of the spontaneity, as we had to prepare for 

the zoom meetings by sending out packs in advance, and so we couldn‘t just 

say, ‗OK, let‘s do this instead.‘ However, the really tough thing was not being 

able to celebrate Christmas in the usual way. 

Jacob: Yes, because I have only heard the stories about how wonderful the 

crib service is, and Christmas is a particularly wonderful time to be in church. 

Helen:  The drive-in service was great and helped bring people together. 

Q: What has been your favourite development in lockdown that you would 

like to continue? 

Jacob:  It was great in Holiday Club week that we were able to run Connect 21 

specifically for the older ones. 

Helen: Yes, because the original plan was that the young leaders who help 

Holiday Club in the morning, would stay on in the afternoon and we would run a 

leadership course for them. We were also hoping to do some outreach work, 

but Covid made that impossible. 

Jacob: However, I think it meant that we focussed on the core of our own 

young people, and the fruit of that is we have a group who come regularly to 

youth group and are developing really special relationships. 

Helen:  We also decided that we would run an in-person Promise through the 

summer, and so we have been meeting at 9am on Sunday mornings in church.  

So, tell me about Holiday Club: Stedy News on YouTube in the morning 

and in-person activities some afternoons? 

Helen: That‘s right. For the videos, Mary had this idea about sending us back 

in time and interviewing characters from Holy Week.  We filmed using a green 

screen, but Mary put all the videos together.  She taught me how to use the 

editing programme, which can do absolutely anything, if only I could do it! 

However, I have now mastered it enough to be able to put together the Family 

service.  In fact, Jacob‘s technical skills have improved this year too. 

Jacob: Yes, it is easy to improve from no skills at all. I am not a typical young 

person as I cannot do technology! 
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Q: So, what about the in-person activities? 

Jacob: It was great! On the Monday 

we did paint and crafty things and 

the children created the Faith, Hope 

and Love banners which look fantas-

tic. 

Helen: We had support from a couple 

of young leaders who were amazing.  

It was a real family event too.   

Jacob: We also ran Connect 21 for the young people in the evening. The point 

was to create space where we could get a bunch of young people together with 

a group of leaders and have a chance to chat.  It was an opportunity to meet 

new people and it involved a combination of team challenges, sports, games and 

a talk.   

Q: So, Jacob, what are your plans going forward and how can we be 

praying for you? 

Well I am getting married in 299 days and counting down….but in terms of 

work, I feel that God is calling me to step outside into the ‗real‘ world, and I 

am exploring employment in the care of vulnerable people.  I was involved in 

the care sector prior to coming to York, and so this is what I would like to do 

going forward. So, prayers for direction and opportunities would be valued. 

Q: And Helen? 

To create something for our 16+ young people, as currently everything stops 

and doesn‘t really start again until university. I am also planning things so that 

all the ages look at the same material but at different depths.  Hopefully this 

will encourage families to talk and share.  We also had opportunity prior to the 

last lockdown to go into York College with YoYo and hopefully that can be de-

veloped. I am continuing to teach at Ackworth School two days a week until 

April and have been really enjoying that.  We are all just praying for some re-

turn to ‗normality‘. 

Helen and Jacob – thank you for all your work with our young people and 

we will continue to pray for you both.   

 

Interview:  Helen Wren 
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Parish Weekend at Wydale 

 

Wydale is an Anglican retreat and conference centre for the Diocese of York 

and is familiar to many of our readers.  Our Parish Weekend was due to take 

place in September 2021 but has been postponed until June 2022.  More details 

to follow.  

 

What’s On at Wydale: Programme to De-

cember 2021 

 

These attractive brochures are available at 

the back of the church and include interest-

ing one-day sessions, as well as residential 

events. Do check with Wydale by phone or  

https://www.wydale.org/events for the most 

up-to-date information.   

 

The hall offers its usual welcome, and the gardens are even more spectacular 

after lockdown. 

https://www.wydale.org/events
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Burnished Brass Bird 

Are you partial to a gleaming lectern?  I am.  Even though oodles of elbow grease 

and Brasso  are required, as one of its polishers from time to time, I‘m still smit-

ten by a shiny eagle.  Have you ever been smitten by a shiny eagle?  Beats sea-

gulls and pigeons every time!  At St Edward‘s the eagle has certainly landed be-

cause our church boasts one of the finest examples of a church lectern around as 

it nestles half out of sight in the chancel. I even prefer it to the Minster‘s where 

everything is supposed to be bigger, brighter and better.  I think we ought to 

give a name to our proud raptor. The obvious choice in view of our patronal Saint 

is ‗Eddie the Eagle‘. 

I have felt for years that it should be given more prominence and brought for-

ward into clearer view.  More particularly, it should be used. The word lectern is 

derived from lectus, the past participle of legere, Latin for ‗to read‘.  But fear ye 

not, this doesn‘t mean that you have to read from it in Latin; English is allowed. 

Because of our St Edward the Confessor connection it would be nice if lectern 

readings could alternate between Anglo-Saxon and Norman French but even in 

such a linguistically-gifted group as St Edward‘s, 

that might be asking a lot. 

Our weighty piece of brassware does present logis-

tic and mobility challenges.  It‘s very heavy and un-

wieldy...but it‘s beautiful, even when gloriously skulk-

ing in the shadows. Whether it could be specifically 

spotlit in situ, moved to a lower and further-forward 

level with some furniture realignment or fitted with 

an electric motor driving an undercarriage or, better 

still, caterpillar tracks, would be a matter for the 

research engineer on the PCC or whoever is the duty 

‗blue-sky thinker‘ on that august body. Other months 

of the year are also available. 
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This lovingly and regularly buffed avian enhancement should serve not just as a 

magnificent ornament but also as a church amenity that we actually use.  It must 

give a great ‗helmsman like‘ feeling to stand behind Aquila Chrystaetos* and read 

from Holy Writ.  * L: Golden Eagle.  (More Latin! Does this say anything about our 

liturgical direction of travel?)  The trade name ‗Brasso‘ is from the Latin, 

‗brassere‘ = to polish...not to be confused with the similarly-spelt word for a 

French restaurant or any other word it might remind you of.  Apologies for that 

brief excursion into fake news/information! 

Not even all members of the St Edward‘s brass brigade will be aware of the 

Church Brass Polishers‘ Anthem. Polishing left, right and centre to this rousing 

theme gets you going with the task in hand. The song goes something like this: 

‗We‘ll polish all day and we‘ll polish all night; 

And keep on rubbing till the brasses are bright; 

We‘ll spare no crevice where the toothbrush goes; 

A tin of wadding so it really glows....‘ you‘ll have to finish that.  I‘ve reached my 

poetic limits.  The tune?  Anything, so long as it fits. I use ‗The Cobbler‘s Song‘ 

from ‗ChuChinChow‘...why not try it some time? 

Just a parting shot as we emerge from pandemic lockdown, hopefully perma-

nently. How about presenting the eagle lectern ‗front of house‘ with a flourish  to 

further raise the ‗mowale of the twoops‘ as Monty used to say when poking his 

beret-crowned head out of his armoured car turret in the Western Desert.  He 

inspiringly went on to say, ‗Never, in the field of human conflict...‘er...sorry, I 

think that was someone else and not Field Marshal Montydonery, the celebrated 

garden-warrior. Ping! Not a Covid alert but deviation! 

Just imagine; ―Today‘s reading is from a dazzling brass lectern and Luke Chapter 

4 beginning at verse 16‖. 

Bring on the bird! 

Derek ‘Brassed Off’ Reed. 
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'The Porch' editors note. 

In recent Months we've been trying to follow themes in our Porch planning 

meetings for the following months editions. We hope to encourage readers to 

contribute pieces that reflect these themes so that each edition is more tai-

lored. 

We've listed below the forthcoming themes for the next 6 months. So get your 

writing caps on as all submitted articles are gratefully received. 

October 2021  'Generosity' 

November 2021 'Hope' 

December 2021  'Gifts' 

February 2022  'Spring' 

 

Thank you 

Ian, Helen and Linda 
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Hello from Dringhouses Library 

September already, I hope you‘ve all had a 

lovely summer, do come and visit the li-

brary as we start doing more and more! 

The Summer Reading Challenge, ‗Wild 

World Heroes‘ is still on until Saturday 11 

September, so kids, if you‘ve joined up, do keep reading and coming into the li-

brary to get your prizes and, if you manage all 6 books, your medal and certifi-

cate! 

Our reintroduced storytimes for Under 5s have been very successful in our 

lovely library patio, do get in touch if you‘d like to book for the Thursday ses-

sion at 11am, or just drop in for the Saturday storytime at 11am. 

We will be starting up Lego Club and Craft Club this month too, hopefully on 

Tuesday at 3.30pm for Lego and Thursday at 3.30pm for Craft – please con-

tact us on 01904 552674 or dringhouses@exploreyork.org.uk for further info 

and to book. 

Our friendly Knit and Natter group meets every Tuesday, 10am-12pm, for 

coffee, chat, knitting, crocheting, and fun. 

Join the Friends of the Library on Thursday 2 September at 6.30pm for 

their AGM, followed by a fascinating topical talk on ‘Climate Change - is it 

happening, what caused it and what can we do about it’ by Thilaganthan 

‘Seggy’ Segaran at 7pm. Tickets available from the library. 

 

This month‘s ‗Meet your Library Team‘ member is your Librarian Lucy 

(interviewing myself was fun!) 

 

Q1. When did you first start working at Dringhouses Library, and why? 

I started work in York at Tang Hall Library in 2007 as a lowly Saturday girl, then 

became library assistant to the marvellous Pauline at Dringhouses in 2009, and 

took over as manager in 2013. So I’ve been here more than 10 years altogether! 

(where’s my commemorative plaque?!) 

mailto:dringhouses@exploreyork.org.uk


 

 26 

Q2. What‘s your favourite book?  

I can’t possibly answer that! Too many to count. But I do 

love Broken Harbour, by Tana French. And anything by 

AA Milne. 

 

Q3. Do you have a favourite (or worst?!) memory of your 

time at the library? 

The ‘Dringhouses 150’ festival which I organised in 2014 

to commemorate the 150 years history of the library 

building was a definite highlight – bringing authors, local 

historians, playwrights, actors, and members of the community together to 

celebrate the history of a building which had been school, reading room, and 

library for a century and a half. Plus we had a brilliant cake! 

 

Q4. What author/book/genre could we never persuade you to read? 

I’m pretty open to all genres, and while I prefer urban fantasy or supernatural 

crime to romance or historical drama, I would be a pretty bad librarian if I 

said there were books I simply didn’t read! Part of my job is ‘Reader Develop-

ment’, where I encourage customers to read beyond their usual comfort zone, 

and I try to practice what I preach and develop my own reading tastes. So 

next time you’re in, recommend me a book! 

 

Q5. If you could meet one author, living or dead, who would it be? Why? 

Probably Shakespeare. A common answer I know, but I would love to meet the 

man who had such insight into the minds of men and women that it has reso-

nated through over four hundred years and still has power today. 

 

Q6. What‘s the first book you remember reading as a child? 

Reading for myself? A book about a mouse who needed new shoes…the title 

escapes me. Then The Little Grey Men, by BB, a wonderful pastoral fantasy 

about gnomes, written in 1941 (a bit before my time, but it was still a classic in 

the 1980s!) 
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Q7. Did anything surprise you about working in the library when you first 

started? 

How wonderful modern fiction was! I had been a literature student for so many 

years, reading fantastic classic novels (one Victorian novel a week for one 

memorable course!) that I hadn’t really had time to read modern fiction…

working in the library soon cured me of that, and once my ‘to read’ pile threat-

ened to fall from the bedside table and squash me in my sleep, I started keep-

ing a mental ‘to read’ list instead. I will never reach the end of it…but that’s a 

rather wonderful idea in itself, that there are more books in the world that I 

want to read than I will ever manage. 

 

WATCH THIS SPACE: 

October has Halloween events, Fun Palace fun, and the Bloodaxe Book Chal-

lenge! 

 

Lucy 
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Just a Minute! Notes from the PCC 

PCC members met on 19 July which coincidentally was the day we were 

‗released‘ from many restrictions.  Members met in person, for the first time 

since March 2020, in the Community Hall and the meeting was also delivered 

virtually on Zoom. 

The meeting had a very full Agenda with the following outcomes: 

 Finance – Debbie Paterson said the Finance Committee had met 

monthly owing to the serious financial situation.  However, the Appeal 

for gifts for the cost of the roof repairs had already brought in a 

considerable amount with more to follow.  The concern is that, at the 

year end, there will not be as much in the funds as originally antici-

pated owing to spending on the drains, more work on the tower and 

spire.  We need to do all this work at the same time whilst the scaf-

folding is in place. 

 The Stewardship Committee is organizing an Autumn campaign ‗Living 

Generously‘ to be launched in September. 

 Community Hall roof – Peter Burgess gave an update that the delay 

has been the Builders finding someone suitably qualified to do the 

work now.  The good news is that we should be able to use the hall 

whilst the work is being carried out. 

 Community Hall re-opening – Debbie Paterson has written to all the 

previous hirers inviting them to return, which most are happy to do so 

from September.  Debbie has prepared a risk assessment and ventila-

tion will be paramount. 

 Premises Committee – Louise Robinson presented quotes for new in-

ternal lighting in church.  The funding for this has been raised by the 

Events Team with Friday Lunches and other hospitality functions.  

PCC agreed to seek guidance from the Diocese before a quote is ac-

cepted. 
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 Public Worship Review – Debbie Paterson had collated the responses 

to the consultation for what people had missed and what they are 

looking forward to when we return.  The latter question continues 

whilst members agreed there will be a ‗staggered‘ return.  From Sep-

tember to December there will be Sunday in-person services at 

8.30am and 10.00.  The 10.00 service will continue to be streamed via 

YouTube.  On the first Sunday in the month, from October, there will 

be a 6.30pm Holy Communion service.   

 

 Members were happy to accept an offer of a donation of up to 

£5,000 to improve the camera and audio facilities in church.   

 

 Charity Giving – Christine Hanby reported the recommendations for 

the nominated Charities for the next three years which members 

approved:  

 

Local: YoYo - York Schools and Youth Trust, Big Futures Foundation, Wy-

dale and the Vicar‘s Discretionary Fund 

 

National CAP – Christians against Poverty 

 

International FOGADD – Friends of Grahamstown and District Devel-

opment South Africa, Accomplish Trust, Tariro, USPG 

 

An additional PCC meeting will be held in August to discuss the Diocesan 

consultation ‗Living Christ‘s Story‘. 

 

The next PCC meeting will be on 20 September. 

 

Isobel Goforth – PCC Secretary 
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More entries from  our 500 Words Competition for The Porch. 

Family Service 

 

―I‘ll be there in just a minute,‖ Anita promised, not for the first time that 

morning.  

Her mother stood at the bottom of the stairs; coat on, keys in hand, waiting 

for her daughter with ever decreasing patience.  

Anita finally emerged from her room looking dishevelled but ready to go. 

―Come on, we have to go or we‘ll be late again.‖ She said. 

―I know I know, sorry mum.‖ Anita looked genuinely apologetic, and looked ex-

hausted, so her mum gave her a quick smile before ushering her out of the 

door to the car.  

The morning was crisp and bright. Despite being early April, it still felt very 

much like Winter, but it was beautiful and there was some small amount of 

warmth coming from the sun.  
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Today at church, Anita and her youth group were leading the service. They 

had been working towards this for several weeks and Anita was nervous. She 

had been too anxious to sleep and had finally fallen to sleep about an hour be-

fore her alarm.  

As they arrived at church, Anita went straight to the hall at the back of the 

church where she was meeting her group and the leader, Gemma. A huge wave 

of panic started to rise in Anita as she walked through the door. Gemma no-

ticed Anita arrive and peeled off from the group to come and meet her.  

―Hi, Anita, how are you doing?‖ Gemma asked. Anita could see the genuine con-

cern on Gemma‘s face.  

Shaking, Anita told Gemma that she had been worried for days about all the 

things which could go wrong with the service. Gemma led Anita to a chair and 

sat silently as Anita poured out her worries of the past few days. 

―Anita, if it‘s okay with you, I think we should pray about this before the ser-

vice.‖ She said. 

Nodding in agreement, Anita looked up at Gemma and smiled. At this point she 

realised that her friends in the group had also drifted over, and Gemma sug-

gested they pray together.  

―Lord Jesus, Please be with us today as we lead our church community in their 

service. Help us to listen to You and to spread the message that You want, not 

what we want. God, I want to pray especially for Anita, that she would feel 

Your peace that surpasses all understanding. I‘m just going to be quiet for a 

moment, so that you can all use the time to give any of your worries over to 

God.‖ 

As Anita listened, all of a sudden; she felt calm. Calmer than she had felt in 

days. She could feel her shoulders relaxing and her breathing begin to slow a 

little. She felt herself begin to smile as she realised that this was the answer 

to prayer she needed.  

―Thank you God!‖ She whispered.  

―Right, everyone – it‘s time! Let‘s do this…‖ Gemma said as she shepherded 

them towards the door. Anita led the way into the church confidently, with 

God holding her hand.  

Helen Cross 
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What I have done (or not) during Lockdown 

 

For almost as long as I can remember I have worked with a needle, sewing, knit-

ting and especially enjoying embroidery. 

I have always had many projects ‗on the go‘ at once.  My Mother always said, 

‗Why don‘t you finish one before starting another‘.  That was not my way of 

working.  I became enthusiastic about something and had to start it immedi-

ately.  I usually returned to the original, but not always, hence many ‗unfinished 

symphonies‘. 

Never spending much time at home these pieces accumulated and, more re-

cently, I have bought things to do ‗when I am not able to go out and am confined 

to the house‘. 

Well, that time came in March 2020 when all my activities outside the home 

ceased.  Yes, I could and did go out for walks and my small part-time job be-

came busier because of the pandemic.  But did I turn to my room full of items 

to finish…. 

I quickly had to learn how to use Zoom and this offered many opportunities, not 

only for working but for pleasure with different Organisations.  I have done 

many quizzes, heard talks by a crime writer, learnt about packhorse ways, seen 

a lady who swam the English Channel etc etc.  All have been very interesting and 

enjoyable. 

The church has had ‗projects‘ colouring poppies, knitting angels and flowers, 

making a nativity scene.  Yes I can find the time to do all these small items but 

have I done any of my ‗serious‘ embroidery? 

One afternoon last summer I started on my main piece of embroidery and spent 

maybe an hour.  It stayed in the lounge for another couple of days before I de-

cided it had better go back from whence it came.  That is where it remains, 

never been touched since. 
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I am very good at ‗doing nothing‘ which upsets me because it is such a waste of 

time.  I have now spent more than a year and not done as much as I would have 

done if I had been going out two or three times a day.   

My Grandad and my Mother were born in a small village, on the River Hull near 

Beverley, called Wawne (pronounced Warn).  My Grandad always said ‗Wawne, 

what you don‘t do today, you do t‘morn‘.   

I plan what I am going to do the next day and it always includes working towards 

my goal of embroidery.  However, something always comes along to stop me do-

ing it!  I always say ‗I was overtaken‘ but surely that is just an excuse. 

Is it an excuse or is it the nature of this pandemic which has been so different 

from anything we have known before?  All the things that I have done have 

been different from prior to 2020, going for walks, quizzes and talks at home.  

Keeping in touch with friends by phone and emails and sitting in gardens (when 

allowed).  I suppose I am still as busy as before but in a totally different way. 

Isobel Goforth 

 

Just three words. 

And the three words are ‗I love you‘! 

So, who do you say these words to? Wife, husband, son, daughter, ‗lover‘; it‘s 

how you say the words that is important, the way you say it and with what em-

phasis you say it? Some people find it easy to say them and some find it diffi-

cult; however, do you ever say it to God? 

Not usually. Talking to God in your prayers is easy, usually on your own and (in 

my case) silently, and at any time of day or night. And of course, you don‘t have 

to be in a church to say them. However, when you talk to Him, you tend to refer 

to Him as Lord, or you just expect him to be listening. Sometimes it is about a 

happening, one of your own happenings, ’Well, that went well God, thank you’, or 

‘where were you when I needed help?’ 
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How do you reconcile all the happenings in the world when you are repeatedly 

asking God to help, and all the prayers in the world don‘t often seem to help, 

so how can I say the words, ‗God, I Love you‘? Sometimes you refer to him as 

Lord, Jesus, Father, Holy Spirit, it just does not matter as long as you talk to 

him, but you still don‘t say ‗I love you‘. I suppose under some odd circum-

stances you could say I love you, but it isn‘t the norm to address Him that 

way. 

I know someone is going to respond to this bit of prose and tell me that they 

do, but I still suspect that it‘s just uncommon to address God that way. So 

how do you address God? Hello, Dear Lord, Father I have sinned? And to say 

‗I love you God‘ is not a way to start a conversation with Him. In my case it‘s 

just a conversation and I expect Him to be listening! 

Also, usually you are asking for something. Many printed prayers say, Merciful 

God forgive us, as in the Lord‘s Prayer, do not sin! I confess to you! Forgive 

our sins! But I haven‘t sinned! Is it just in case we do, is it giving us licence to 

‗sin‘? I don‘t understand why ‗good‘ people have to ask for forgiveness, I have-

n‘t done anything that would call for forgiveness! but I still don‘t say ‗I love 

you‘. 

And, I haven‘t seen many ‗Miracles‘ yet! I suppose by chance some good things 

happen that you can call a miracle and you say ‗that was a miracle‘ but I think 

that‘s just an expression. The other thing is: does God or Jesus walk amongst 

us? I know there are so many people who are exceedingly kind, nice, helpful 

and friendly, and can-do extraordinary things, but are they God or Jesus? I 

do think if I met Him, I would know him.  

And If I met Him, would I say, ‗I love you‘?  

 

John Dowell 

 



 

 

 


