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Roots matter. 

 

My brother is a plant scientist.  At university he studied 

Horticulture (a degree in weeding and writing!) before 

then going on to specialize in fruit production.  As I am 

very definitely not someone who understands plants, I 

naively thought that to grow fruit such as apples, pears 

or cherries you just shoved some seeds in the ground and 

then made sure they got enough water and nutrients and 

all was well.  Apparently I am spectacularly wrong on that 

one! 

Particularly when it comes to fruit that grows on trees nothing these days is 

grown from seeds.  Instead cuttings are taken which are then grafted onto an 

existing rootstock.  For example, there are about half a dozen commonly used 

rootstocks when it comes to growing apples and the choice of rootstock is im-

portant as it is the rootstock that determines the size and disease resistance 

of the resulting tree.  A far cry taking a pip from your recently eaten apple and 

throwing it in the ground! 

Roots are important.  Whilst the analogy isn‘t perfect, we know that the envi-

ronment in which we develop is important in shaping the people that we are.  

Where we spend our time, what we allow to influence us, and the advice that we 

follow, all matter in determining how we grow and flourish. 

When talking to his disciples, Jesus also used a horticultural image.  He told 

them, ―I am the vine, you are the branches‖.  This is a powerful image of us be-

ing in relationship with Jesus to such an extent that it is like a fruit branch 

grafted on to a rootstock.  By spending time with God and allowing God to be at 

work in us, it is then God who is the one shaping our lives and determining how 

we grow and flourish.  Just as the fruit tree then takes on the shape and 

‗family resemblance‘ of the rootstock, so our lives too take on the shape and 

family resemblance of Jesus. 
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And this idea of paying attention to roots is important for more areas than just 

our personal lives.  The influences on those in public office and the assumptions 

on which they base their decision making matters, because those ‗roots‘ will then 

determine the shape of the society in which we are living.  Recent controversies 

over outside influences on our national leaders matter because those influences 

could be pulling us away from a sense of corporate responsibility for one 

another, and towards a situation where personal greed and self-interest 

becomes the underlying mechanism by which society operates.  As we begin to re

-emerge into some form of post-Covid reality, it is right to ask what the 

‗rootstock‘ of our national life actually looks like.  What are the assumptions and 

influences that are going to help us as we shape our communities in the future, 

communities that will be able to grow and flourish? 

 

A God-shaped community operates on 

two principles- Love of God and Love 

of Neighbour.  Hidden in those two 

incredibly simple statements is a 

wealth of wisdom that takes a lifetime 

to take root in us and to be lived out 

through us.  It is not a way of life 

that is easy, and there are no quick 

fixes.  It is a way of life that starts 

small and then begins to grow in a way 

that enables the flourishing of all.  

There will be days when that sort of 

way of life seems beyond us as individuals or as a community, but rooting 

ourselves in the person of Jesus, maybe we will stand a chance. 

 

 

Richard 
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In this month‟s Porch magazine, our focus is on Change and Growth.  

Heather Elliott reflects on her rather unusual start to retirement.  

 

Change and Growth 

Life has been very different for all of us during the past year; however, I have 

been reflecting on how uncertainty and change can lead to growth and hope for 

the future. Is it possible that, like the first disciples, we can find ways in which 

challenging times can help us to grow as Christians? 

Following the resurrection, in John chapter 21, Jesus met his disciples on the 

shore of the sea of Galilee and had breakfast with them. The disciples had gone 

fishing during the night, possibly finding some comfort in doing something that 

was very familiar for them and which had been their livelihood before they fol-

lowed Jesus. But by dawn they had caught nothing.  They did not recognise Je-

sus standing on the shore, even when he called out to them to see if they had 

caught any fish. But they did respond to his instruction to cast their nets on 

the other side of the boat, even if they considered that action to be ridiculous 

and probably futile. To their astonishment, they found it difficult to draw in 

the nets because they were so full of fish. And so, they enjoyed the best 

breakfast ever. 

That action – casting the nets on the opposite side of the boat- showed that 

they were prepared to trust and respond in a situation that was new for them. 

So, if the disciples could do it during a time of distress when they thought that 

Jesus had left them, shouldn‘t we at least try? 

I retired from my career in teaching and teacher education just six months be-

fore the pandemic began. I had all sorts of plans- many of them involving travel- 

and I was just getting going with them when everything stopped. As an extro-

vert and someone who enjoys being sociable, I found the ‗stay at home‘ message 

very difficult. For me, casting my net on the other side of the boat meant find-

ing a range of things to do at home or in the immediate area, often on my own. 

It did not seem to be the retirement I had planned. It didn‘t sound promising! 
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To go back to the disciples; at first, they did not rec-

ognise Jesus, but they did what he suggested anyway, 

despite what they thought about it. After all, they 

were still fishing, just in different waters. So, they 

accepted the situation and got on with it without pro-

testing or procrastinating. Maybe that was the key, 

accepting change and not always wanting to revert to ‗normal‘. 

So, what did the other side of the boat mean for me? Basi-

cally, a wide range of ‗other‘ activities that I had not previ-

ously prioritised, or, maybe ever considered. Things that many 

people have spoken and written about; long walks in the coun-

tryside, sometimes with a friend, enjoying the natural world 

(particularly birdsong during the periods of lockdown) and de-

veloping hitherto hurried relationships (e.g. with neighbours). 

Extending hobbies at home and relishing the opportunity to 

spend time on them. Talking on the telephone. I never saw 

myself as a gardener, but I loved growing sweet peas. Prac-

tising painting with watercolours whilst listening to the ra-

dio. Reading avidly and joining a book group via Zoom. Re-

maining connected with friends and family through getting 

to grips with Zoom calls and joining new, 

hitherto unknown groups. Finding that al-

though you cannot sing together on Zoom 

calls, you can still sing! (Thanks to Angela and St Edward‘s 

choir for those lovely times of sharing and singing, once we 

had muted ourselves). Spending a little more time in prayer 

and reading the Bible. Remembering that we are all in this to-

gether and that maybe this is a time to stop and listen just a little more 

closely. I think that‘s a pretty good breakfast to be enjoying. 

Heather Elliott 
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Don‟t just bin it ….. “twin-bin” it! 

 

Some years ago, Tearfund (a Christian charity 

committed to fighting poverty in some of the poor-

est countries of the world, working with local 

churches and communities), launched its ―toilet 

twinning‖ campaign. For a fixed amount a person in 

the UK could twin their own toilet with one where 

Tearfund is working. 1 in 3 people worldwide don‘t have access to somewhere 

safe, private and hygienic to go the toilet – and the human and economic impact 

on health is enormous. 

Now, Tearfund has launched its ―bin twinning‖ projects in De-

mocratic Republic of the Congo, Haiti, Nigeria, Pakistan, and 

Uganda. Rubbish and waste disposal are important to the envi-

ronment, climate change and people‘s health. Two billion peo-

ple live amongst uncollected waste; children often being sus-

ceptible to disease as they play. 

One such ―bin twinning‖ project is in Kinshasa DRC. It is recy-

cling plastic waste to make paving blocks, 

bags, and other items. Jeanne who works at the project says 

this: ―As a widow, people looked down on me before, but now 

I have value.‖ 

As a family, we have recently twinned our bin with a project 

in Haiti, helping to fund rubbish collection and recycling. 

So, Tearfund are encouraging people to twin their bin (for a 

fixed amount) with a social enterprise that‘s tackling waste. 

If you are interested in twinning your bin, your toilet or even 

your tap, please have a look at the Tearfund websites:  

 

www.bintwinning.organdwww.toilettwinning.org or phone: 

0300 321 3217 

Thank you. 

 

Faith Lewis. 

http://www.bintwinning.org
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A Day in the Life of …A Sacristan 

What is a Sacristan?  The dictionary definition states 

‗Someone in charge of a Sacristy‘, derived from ‗sacred‘.  A 

sacristy is where the priest prepares for a service and where 

vestments and other things used in worship are kept. At St 

Edward‘s, although we do not have a ‗sacristy‘, the Sacristan 

prepares for each service of Holy Communion.   

At St Edward‘s we have two Sacristans, Michael Trew and myself.  We are on 

duty for a calendar month each, which works well. With a very willing relief, 

Helen Orme, we can always ‗swap‘ a weekend and be flexible if necessary. 

Preparations have to be made so that the altar is laid ready for the Priest be-

fore the service.  Pulpit and altar microphones are placed in-situ and the brass 

collection plate placed ready for the Priest to receive the offerings. 

The altar has a cream coloured damask ‗throw‘ which totally covers the top and 

the sides.  This is on throughout the year, the exceptions being Good Friday 

when all fabric is stripped from the church, Christmas for the crib scene and 

Easter for the Easter Garden.  On the top of this is a white linen altar cloth 

which is the width of the altar and hangs down at each end. 

There are various items to be placed on the altar, a ‗fair linen cloth‘ on which 

the ciborium, which holds the wafers, and the chalice for the wine, stand.  A 

purificator is placed with the chalice which is used to wipe the chalice after 

each communicant.  The chalice is then covered by a ‗pall‘ over which a coloured 

‗veil‘ is placed and on top of this, a ‗burse‘.  These latter two coloured items, 

together with the pulpit fall, comply with the ‗liturgical col-

our‘ or colour for the Church‘s season.  Candles are also pre-

pared and placed on the altar. 

Wine and wafers are placed on the side credence table, 

again on a linen cloth, to be available for the Priest at the 

beginning of the consecration. 
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We also prepare wafers to be taken out to anyone in the Parish who has re-

quested Home Communion. The request is made to the Parish Office for a par-

ticular Sunday, and we act on this message by placing the wafers in a small sil-

ver box, a Pyx.  This is then placed on the altar ready for the Priest to conse-

crate at the appropriate time.  

At the end of the service all items added to the altar are taken away.  The 

chalice and ciborium are washed and the soiled white linen taken home to laun-

der.   

We have four sets of vestments, white; red; green and purple and,with the ex-

ception of the purple, there are also two ‗orphreys‘ which hang over the front 

of the altar.  Each coloured set is embroidered with matching motifs.  They 

can often remain in place for a while, although sometimes they have to be 

changed each week. 

In addition to preparing for the services we have to ensure that we have suffi-

cient supplies and when required an order is given to the 

Parish Office to make a purchase.  There are other items 

such as gluten free wafers, palm crosses and Baptismal 

candles which all have to be adequately available. 

I enjoy these tasks and regard it as part of my ‗service‘ to 

the Church and the community. 

Isobel Goforth 

 

Ed‟s Note 

Thank you to Isobel, Michael and Helen who do this important „behind the 

scenes‟ duty.The liturgical year is quite complex, and more information can 

be found on the Church of England website. https://

www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-

resources/common-worship/churchs-year/rules 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/rules
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/rules
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/rules


 

 

Hello from Dringhouses Library 

 

Hope you‘re all enjoying being able 

to see more people and do more 

things as restrictions ease. We‘re 

hoping to be able to start some 

events again soon, these are being 

trialled at the larger libraries, so 

watch this space and the library notice board and website for info. 

In the meantime the library team is busy looking after the books and computers, 

and preparing the place for getting fully back to normal. Dringhouses Library is 

fortunate in having a fantastic volunteer team who help keep it running, the place 

certainly wouldn‘t be the same without them.  Over the next few months, we 

thought you might like to get to know some of these lovely people and the work 

they do in the library.  

 

Starting off with Mr June, Norrie! Norrie joined the li-

brary in 2014 and has been a massive asset from the 

start, mucking in to help with events (who can forget his 

mad scientist at Halloween 2018?!) doing stock work like a 

seasoned professional, and kindly mentoring our frequent 

Duke of Edinburgh young volunteers who often work the 

same shift. 

 

Here are Norrie‘s answers to a few searching questions: 

 

Q1. When did you first start volunteering at Dringhouses Library, and why? 

Autumn 2014, I had just retired and there was an advert for volunteers so I de-

cided to apply. 9 
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Q2. What‘s your favourite book?  

Can I have two? CATCH 22 by Joseph Heller always makes me laugh out loud. 

ALL HELL LET LOOSE by Max Hastings covers the 2nd World War succinctly 

in one volume 

Q3. Do you have a favourite (or worst?!) memory of your time at the library? 

Just after I started at the Library I was persuaded to help with a children‘s 

craft event, although I was very apprehensive I was amazed at the enthusiasm 

of the children and thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Q4. What author/book/genre could we never persuade you to read? 

Science fiction! 

Q5. If you could meet one author, living or dead, who would it be? Why? 

Again two please – John Camp who writes as John Sandford and Don Winslow 

Q6. What‘s the first book you remember reading as a child? 

I remember the Just William stories being really good and coming from Dun-

dee we had an amazing selection of comics – Dandy and Beano to name just two 

Q7. Did anything surprise you about working in the library when you first 

started volunteering? 

The diverse activities covered by the library for all ages of the local commu-

nity.   

 

We are in fact currently recruiting for a few more volunteers, especially as we 

begin to run events once more, so if Norrie‘s answers have inspired you, please 

do get in touch and I can talk to you about the roles available. More informa-

tion about volunteering for Explore can be found on our website https://

exploreyork.org.uk/support-us/volunteer/ 

 

Lucy and the Dringhouses Library Team 

https://exploreyork.org.uk/support-us/volunteer/
https://exploreyork.org.uk/support-us/volunteer/
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A Walk on the Moors 

by Terry Penfold 

 

It was a beautiful warm spring day. My wife and I decided to take a stroll 

around the track of the old ironstone railway in Rosedale. We parked at Bank 

Top, walked down and across the valley to the East Mines and set off along 

the path and around the head of the dale. It was very warm and by the time 

we arrived at a point somewhere below the Lion Inn we needed a break. 

We found a clearing in the heather, took off our packs, sat down and ate our 

packed lunch. Afterwards we laid back using our rucksacks as pillows and 

dropped into doze mode. A while later I was aware that something had 

touched my neck. I leapt up and turned to see that I was sharing my bag with 

a large female adder.  

The snake was obviously surprised at my rapid departure but, enjoying the 

warmth of the sun on the bag, didn‘t move off. I was shaking but my wife just 

said ‗You should take a picture‘. My camera was in the rucksack. The snake was 

on the rucksack. Taking its time, the adder did slowly move off and I delved 

into the open bag to retrieve the camera. ‗I wonder‘, said my wife, ‘if there 

are any more inside.‘ I withdrew my paw rather more quickly than I had 

reached in and peered into the bag. All clear. 

I got the camera and took the photo. By this time the snake was clearly upset 

at being disturbed and made for the cover of the heather. I decided that I 

didn‘t want to stroll any more that day and we set off at route march speed 

back to the car. I vaguely noticed a barn owl perched on a fence post as we 

walked past but I seemed to have lost all interest in things ornithological or, 

indeed, anything else. 

We all know that adders are shy creatures, more afraid of us than we are of 

them. They stay away from human contact. It says so in all the books. The 

problem is that apparently that snake, at least, hadn‘t read the right book! 
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Adders can grow to a good size………... 

 

 

Footnote: 

Terry does not attend St Edward‘s church, but he and his wife take and read 

The Porch magazine. He sent me this memory as a result of reading the first 

emailed instalment of my memoir (An almost ordinary life). I asked Terry if I 

might send the above story on to the editorial team of The Porch and he 

kindly agreed. (Should you be interested in An Almost Ordinary Life- a free 

read - please let me know.) 

John Young (johndyoung72@gmail.com) 
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Bible Quiz Submitted by Ann Robinson 

 

 

Answers on page 34 
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Dear England by Stephen Cottrell 

Finding Hope, Taking Heart, Changing the World 

 

In The Porch this month, as we consider change and 

growth, Archbishop Stephen‘s subtitle caught my eye and 

I wanted to find out more about changing the world.  So, 

did I? Read on…. 

 

Whilst standing in a queue to buy coffee in Paddington 

Station, Bishop Stephen was approached by a young woman 

who asked him why he had become a priest. He told her 

there was a short answer and a long one. This book is the 

―long answer‖. 

 

The short answer was that he believed in God; in the God revealed to us in Jesus, 

and that this formed, for him, the most comprehensive framework for making 

sense of the world and his place in it. Also, that he wanted to change the world. 

 

Stephen was intrigued and challenged by her comment about Christians, and 

other people of faith that she had met, because her conclusion was that they fell 

into two groups. The first treated their religion as a hobby, but a hobby that 

made little impact on their life. The second group ―embraced their faith so 

tightly that it frightened others away‖. She asked if there was a different way. 

Exploring this ―other way‖ becomes a central theme to the final part of the book. 

 

The first two sections of the book ask the reader to consider the existence of 

God, and without using lots of religious jargon, explains the Christian message 

with clarity and conviction. God loves us. He made us to be in communion with him 

and with each other, therein we find our true selves and our fulfilment. His de-

scription of sin: ―not just the bad things we do, but a whole culture of division, in 

which we are set against each other and therefore set against God‖ sets up the 

final section, which is about how we can change the world.―I believe our best fu-

ture will emerge when we learn how we belong to each other and how we can build 

communities of belonging.‖ 



 

 22 

The third section, describes what it might look like to live in a world where there 

is a fair distribution of resources, where we care for the planet and where we 

value services which support and protect us more than those which purely create 

wealth. It also confronts the current political pressures to divide and separate 

and build even more walls to protect our own interests. There is alarming data 

about the inequalities in our nation and the consequences for and of a generation 

bereft of opportunities to thrive. 

 

Due to our inherent propensity to please ourselves and put ourselves first, we are 

always on the brink of disaster, but the Good News of the gospel, is that we have 

hope and a chance to start again. The Archbishop of York‘s Youth Trust encour-

ages young people to ‗be the change you want to see.‘  This is how we change the 

world. 

 

As we consider our ―new normal‘ in the coming months and years, this book gives 

us plenty to think about and I recommend it to you.  I am happy to loan my copy 

to anyone who would like to read it! 

 

Linda Sykes 
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Promise Page: GROW AND CHANGE 
 

This past year has been probably the most ‗up and down‘ year of many of our lives. 

From the start, this whole pandemic has seen entire countries plunged into lock-

downs and forced to closely follow government guidelines. We have been promised 

freedom and given hope for the easing of restrictions many times, yet so far, 

each time we have had to walk with sunken hearts back into the restrictions of 

lockdown life. Signs of hope last summer gave us all great joy as we began seeing 

the signs of freedom, but as the cold weather closed in that precious freedom 

was postponed… 

It seems that only now vaccines have been developed, can we begin to look for-

ward to that long-awaited freedom once again! However, for me there has been a 

greater cause for concern than the loss of our freedom, and that is the loss of 

our focus. Throughout this entire pandemic, I have watched as much of the 

church (including myself) have fallen away from our fascination with the bigger 

picture. We are the church of the risen Christ, the people of the Way, the chil-

dren of the Most High God! Our favourite Bible verses and assurances are just as 

true today as they were pre-Covid! For the Lord our God has bridged the gap be-

tween life and death by way of the Cross, and we - yes, you and I - have direct 

access into the freedom of God‘s amazing grace. As restrictions ease, there is no 

better time than now to grow and change. Let us grow by taking hold of what we 

have learnt from this ‗Covid era‘ and use it to enhance the way we follow Christ 

into the post-Covid world. And let the glory of Christ‘s gospel: the invitation into 

sweet fellowship with God, be our incentive to invite change. Change in our mind-

set, change in our attitudes towards covid, change in our focus. As the writer of 

Ecclesiastes says: ―There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity 

under the heavens… a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a 

time to dance.‖ (Ecc. 3:1+3). The church has wept and mourned, but now is the 

time for dancing and rejoicing, for there is a hunger brewing among the people of 

the world for God‘s love - let‘s get ready to share it! But first, let us ourselves be 

willingly overjoyed by it! 
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Prayer: Father God, we give thanks for your unchanging nature. Thank you that 

although your world is ever-changing - your word, your love, and your promises 

never change. Bring us back into the wonder of your good news and restore to 

us the precious joys of our salvation we pray. In the name of Jesus Christ - 

Amen! 

 

Think: what can I do to bring myself back into the joy of being a member of 

God‘s household? Whatever it is that you‘re up to, why don‘t you think of your 

favourite song of praise and stick it on. Singing and dancing with family is a 

great way to remind us that life with God is joyful! 

 

Jacob Thomson 

Carecent Early Summer Appeal 

All through the pandemic and several lockdowns, the staff and volunteers at 

Carecent have kept going. They haven‘t been able to provide the usual cooked 

breakfasts indoors, but instead have handed out packed lunches EVERY day to 

homeless and vulnerable people in York. 

The Carecent Team are hoping to restart the breakfasts when the restric-

tions lift at the end of June. Until then, they are appealing for packed lunch 

items please, i.e.: 

 Individual cartons of juice 

 Individually wrapped chocolate biscuit bars 

 Individual packets of crisps 

 Tinned tuna/ham/corned beef 

 Sliced cheese/ham – with as long a ―use by‖ date as possible 

Any donations of any of the above items will be hugely appreciated. The blue 

tubs will be in the church café area from 23rd May for about 4 weeks. 

Thank you, as always, for your generosity. 

St Ed‘s Carecent Team 
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Have I Got News for You? 

 

These sentences (with all the BLOOPERS) appeared in church bulletins or were 

announced in church services….. 

  

 The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 

 The sermon this morning: Jesus Walks on the Water. The sermon to-

night: Searching for Jesus. 

 Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those 

things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 

 Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community. Smile at 

someone who is hard to love. Say 'Hell' to someone who doesn't care 

much about you. 

 Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 

 Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving obvious 

pleasure to the congregation. 

 For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery 

downstairs. 

 Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the 

help they can get. 

 Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the 

church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days. 

 A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall. Music 

will follow. 

 At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' 

Come early and listen to our choir practice. 
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 Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of sev-

eral new members and to the deterioration of some older ones. 

 Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles, and other items to be recy-

cled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children. The church will host an 

evening of fine dining, super entertainment, and gracious hostility. 

 Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow. 

 The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may 

be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon. 

 This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from 

the Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin. 

 Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 AM.All ladies are 

invited to lunch in the Fellowship Hall after the B.S. is done. 

 The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would 

lend him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday. 

 Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use 

the back door. 

 The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the 

Church basement Friday at 7 PM. The congregation is invited to attend 

this tragedy. 

 Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. 

Please use large double door at the side entrance. 

 The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new campaign slogan last 

Sunday: ―I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours." 

 

Gill Stamp 
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Who Am I? 

 

Munashe is thought to be 8 years old. He lives with his grandmother in Mab-

vuko, and through their contacts with the local Anglican church, he has become 

known to the Aids Task Force group from Avondale church, who support needy 

families in this high-density area of Harare in Zimbabwe. 

He would love to go to a proper government school, but he has no proof of his 

birth and lacks the necessary certificate. Without this, his prospects are poor. 

Currently he attends Mr Chingu‘s School for Orphaned and Vulnerable Children, 

whilst ATF volunteers encourage his grandparents and relatives to set in mo-

tion the search to obtain the necessary documentation. This can take years and 

can be expensive. It often involves numerous trips back to the rural area where 

Munashe, like many others who drifted to the city, were born. 

 

Munashe is one of many children throughout the world whose births have never 

been registered. His situation led me to explore the website of The Anglican 

Family Network (https://iafn.anglicancommunion.org) and to their campaign for 

church members to be active in helping to resolve the registration issues for 

children because, as they point out, the implications are enormous.  

 

Without proof of age: 

 Children and adults are excluded from the protection and entitle-

ments of Citizenship throughout their lives. 

 Girls are more prone to being forced into early marriage. 

 Unregistered boys can be drafted as child soldiers. 

 Many children may not have access to health care or vaccinations. 

 Refugee children are at a greater risk of being refused entry to a 

safe country. 
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Apparently, 64 % of children born in Sub Saharan Africa are never registered. 

Contrast this with 2% of children born in Industrialised countries, and it leads 

to a total of 230 million worldwide of under 5‘s who do not have Birth Certifi-

cates. 

 

It is suggested by the Anglican Family Network, that this is a Gospel issue and 

a priority because it is part of God‘s concern for justice and wellbeing for the 

poor and the marginalised, whom Jesus stood alongside in His earthly life. 

Churches can do many practical things to help encourage registration, as they 

are at the heart of many communities and are able to offer their buildings as 

centres as well as encouraging local people to come forward.   

 

I can remember the great pleasure of being asked 

to go with a young single mum, to register the 

birth of her son. I was so impressed by the way 

the details were recorded both on the computer 

and in beautiful italic handwriting in an enormous 

ledger in the Civic Offices at Rothwell. Little did 

I think at the time of the long-term significance 

of it, but I certainly caught the joy of the occa-

sion for the mum, helped by the respectful man-

ner of the Registrar. I am sure most parents will 

identify with my feelings as they recall their own 

experiences. 

 

Wouldn‘t it be wonderful if this became a worldwide experience for all new par-

ents and their children? 

 

Helen Dawe 
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 A bit of hope, a bit of fun, to keep this virus on the run? 

 

Still living in this lockdown 

Each day seems just the same 

People‘s moods are varied 

But the virus is to blame 

And altho‘ the vaccinations are now rolling out each day 

It‘s going to take a long long time for it all to go away 

But heh! just let‘s imagine something great has just occurred 

A burst of ‗imagination‘ is trickling round the world. 

There‘s a wondrous piece of news from the press about to fall- 

We already have 3 different jabs 

Being given out each day, and lots and lots of people travelling on the 

way 

To answer all the questions 

To then roll up their sleeves 

Then go home rejoicing for what they just received. 

So now outside number 10 

Reporters are lined up again, and outcome all the powers that be 

With smiling faces full  of glee, 

But please, do now remember, I said ‗imagine‘ yet again 

So this is just to raise our hopes and make us smile, and then? 

But deep inside a special place, glass all around and lots of space 

A new jab has been signed and sealed 

Put into  pots to then reveal 

A very secret new content 

A Journey through Lockdown 
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It means a jab same as before, but hopes to heal for evermore 

The only thing that‘s different is this jab has got a smell 

But does that really matter if it‘s going to make you well? 

I know that this is naughty- I‘ve made fun of something real 

But sometimes ‗imagination‘ brings out smiles you can‘t conceal 

The point I‘ve tried to get across 

Is not to forget – yes mourn your loss- 

But also try and ‗keep on top‘ 

Support the work that never stops –  

we will come thro‘ there is no doubt 

That‘s why I let ‗imagination‘ out. 

 

By Liz Coote 
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For the last year, our services have had to be online via our YouTube 

channel.  One unseen „benefit‟ of lockdown is that anyone can join us for 

worship, and we know that we have been joined by people from as far 

afield as USA, Jamaica and Riccall!  We are grateful that Nicki took the 

time to write for The Porch about her experience of joining the St Ed-

ward‟s community online. 

 

Shiny Little Humans 

 

I don‘t go to church and I don‘t live in 

York, but a very special pair of angels 

have grabbed my attention on the St 

Edward‘s Dringhouses YouTube chan-

nel.  

 

At the Cherub Academy Trust, Cherub has been tasked with writing an essay 

on ‗the problem with humans‘ and, not surprisingly, asks Rapha for help.  After 

some discussion about ‗The Boss‘ and the relative shininess of angels versus 

humans, Cherub succinctly completes the task: ―The problem with humans is 

they are not shiny a lot of the time.‖   

 

We all joke, don‘t we, about polishing our halos and doing good deeds, but 

could we be shiny just a little bit more of the time?  Close friends of mine 

worship at St Ed‘s and over the last year or so when, ―things were very tricky 

for planet earth‖ (said Rapha), I have been struck by the stories I‘ve heard of 

human shininess within the church community. Whilst the building may have 

been closed during the pandemic, the shiny humans who make up the church 

were busy adapting to the challenges faced and finding new ways to celebrate 

and serve the community.  
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Technology has enabled services to be held online and I have dipped in and out 

of the 10am Sunday service on occasion, both in real-time and on catch-up – 

and felt very welcome.  It seems inevitable that churches everywhere will 

continue to stream services after they have welcomed their congregations 

back in person, surely a positive outcome of the pandemic; but remember, 

there is always a shiny human making sure the technology works! 

 

My challenge now is to try and be shiny rather more often. How will I do this?  

Well, a good starting point must be to reflect and act upon these wise words 

from Rapha:―the boss made humans to be a bit like him; to be kind, generous, 

honest, fair‖. 

 

Nicki Hoare 
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Annual Meeting of Parishioners and Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 

A mere 6 months after the previous 

ground-breaking APCM was held 

‗online‘, we once more gather on 

Zoom to discuss matters relating to 

the life of St Edward‘s.  

 

We are hugely grateful that both 

Peter Burgess and Debbie Paterson 

are willing to continue for one more year as Churchwardens.  They both felt 

that this was not the time to leave and all agreed that their work over the 

past eighteen months has been invaluable. 

 

There were five vacancies on the PCC for 2021-2024 and most happily five 

nominations! The following were therefore elected for a three-year term: Jim 

Cooper, Christine Hanby, Cai Mallett, Julie Shepard and Linda Sykes.  Alison 

Cundiff stepped down from the PCC and Richard thanked her for her service. 

 

The electoral roll currently stands at 228. 

 

Finances continue to be a challenge, not least as the church roof needs repair.  

However, giving has been maintained and there is hope that we will soon be 

able to emerge from our present lockdown situation.  Indeed, Richard in his 

report reiterated the image that we have been in a tunnel, rather than a cave, 

but that still there has been sadness, with a number of ‗goodbyes‘.  It has not 

been all loss, as we welcome a new curate in Angela Morrison and we have re-

imagined new ways to worship and new ways to meet.  
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However, as the official lockdown draws to a close on 21st June, it gives time 

for us to consider what we would like St Edward‘s to ‗look like‘ going forward.  

To this end, there is a survey which people are invited to complete with their 

hopes and dreams for the future.  

 

There is work happening on how the church facilities can reopen safely for 

activities and worship.  There will be a ‗trial‘ of a said Eucharist service each 

Thursday at 10AM in church.  However, whilst restrictions stay in place, book-

ing is essential by contacting the Parish Office. It is accepted that ‗normal 

service‘ will not be resumed immediately, and so more news will follow.   

 

Richard underlined his gratitude to all for the support over the last 18 

months, which have been challenging in so many ways. 

The meeting closed with Compline.   

Bible Quiz: Answers 

 

 

1. Hymn book.       2. Bible.        3. Pulpit.      4. East window.        

5. Kneeler 6. Bell.           7. Altar.          8. Organ (s).        

9.  Cross.      10. Lecture 11. Candle.        12.  Font 



 

 

 




