
 

 



 

 

 Who’s Who in St. Edward’s  

Vicar:   Reverend Richard Carew                                    

            The Vicarage, Tadcaster Rd,                               

            Dringhouses,  

            YORK   YO24 1QG 

Email: : vicar@stedsdringhouses.org 

   Tel: 07776683254 

Assistant Curate:  Angela Morrison 

Email: curate@stedsdringhouses.org 

  Tel: 07776 686129  

Parish Secretary: Wendy Hewitt  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

who will be in the office Monday  - Friday  

Hours: 9.00am—4.30pm (closed for lunch 1.30—2.00pm) 

Tel: 709111 

 

Children and Families Minister: Katie Hobson 

Email: families@stedsdringhouses.org 

Tel: 07921 458723 

 

 

Youth Worker: Helen Cross 

Email: youth@stedsdringhouses.org 

Tel: 07436 405578 

 

 

Assistant Youth Worker: Jacob Thomson 

assistantyouth@stedsdringhouses.org 

Tel: 07436 405586 

 

'Registered charity no. 1131430' 
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Lockdown Learning 

As I write this article, the shops are reopening and the 

news is full of images of people forming large queues, with 

various degrees of social distancing being observed!  There 

is also much joy on the faces of those getting their hair cut 

for the first time in months.  It does feel as though we are 

taking one more step into a more normal existence, but we 

will still have to wait quite a while before all restrictions on 

our daily life are lifted.  And so, in the meantime, we have 

an opportunity to reflect on what type of world we want to re-enter.  I wonder 

how what you see as important in life, has changed over the past year?  Are you 

looking forward to going back to how things were, or will things be different in 

the light of all that we have experienced? 

When Jesus was asked about priorities in life, he responded that his disciples 

should seek first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and then every-

thing else would fall into place behind that.  By ‗Seek first the Kingdom of God‘, 

Jesus meant a way of being that looked to God and God‘s priorities, rather than 

placing ourselves at the centre of our world and expecting everyone and every-

thing else to orientate around us.  To acknowledge Jesus as King is not neces-

sarily an easy thing to do, but in the UK, we do at least have some understand-

ing of what life under a Monarch looks like- even if these days the Queen has 

very little actual power.   

Over the last few days, I have been very struck by stories about Prince Philip, 

the Duke of Edinburgh, and his willingness to forgo his own personal agenda of 

a career in the navy and other possible distinctions, so that he might better be 

able to support the Queen in her role.  Such self-deprecating service catches 

the eye, because it helps us to recognise something of what it means to put into 

practice the command of Jesus to love one another as He has loved us.  So, one 

outworking of living as part of the Kingdom of God, is that we are willing to 

seek the good of others, sometimes when it means that there is a cost to our-

selves. 
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But Jesus also tells us that the Kingdom of God is characterised by 

‗righteousness‘.  That word in the original language can also be translated as 

‗justice‘.  In the Kingdom of God there is a right ordering of things that means 

that there is justice for all, and no one gets left behind.  And so, there are 

choices that we can make as lockdown begins to ease as to where and how we will 

spend our money again, and with whom we will choose to spend our time.   

Old habits die hard, and so there will always be the possibility to just go back to 

how things were, but to do so will miss a great opportunity.  It may not be easy 

to reprioritise, but Jesus promises that He will be with us always, enabling us to 

live those lives that do genuinely seek the best for others and giving us all the 

resources we need to live as citizens of the Kingdom of God. As lockdown eases, 

my prayer is that we will emerge from this changed by all that we have 

experienced, and that we will know God with us in the new reality, giving us 

healing for the hurts and disappointments of the last year, and a renewed 

strength to live well with God and with one another in our new reality. 

 

Richard 
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The Curate’s Story  

 

In 1965, the 260-minute epic film, The Greatest Story Ever Told was re-

leased to cinemas.  It had the most extraordinary cast of actors and it 

garnered five Academy Award nominations. The film was a retelling of the 

Biblical account about the life of Jesus of Nazareth: a story with an even 

more extraordinary cast than the film! In this issue of The Porch, our link-

ing theme is ‘story’, as we read about stories of faith, stories through 

lockdown and stories from distant shores.  

 

We start with an interview introducing 

our new Assistant Curate, Revd. Angela 

Morrison.  

 

A New Chapter 

 

On Palm Sunday, the Revd. Angela Morrison was licensed as Assistant Curate by 

Archbishop Stephen Cottrell. I caught up with her on Zoom to find out a bit 

about her life story and how she came to be ministering at St Edward‘s. 

 

Tell us a bit about your background, Angela. 

I was born and grew up in Durban, S Africa. My mother was English, the daugh-

ter of Methodist ministers. She moved to S Africa when she married my fa-

ther. All of her relatives were still living in the UK and as a consequence, Eng-

land was referred to as ―home‖ and I always felt that I would like to live here. 

 

After going to university to train to be a teacher, I moved to England and spent 

several years living and working in Berkshire. For me, teaching was not so much 

about imparting information, as engaging with the children. I found myself more 

and more drawn to children with special educational needs and their families. 

Eventually I became disillusioned with teaching and left. It was at this point 

that I felt a calling to ―pastoring‖ in its broadest sense. 
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So, how does this fit in with your Faith Journey? 

My father was opposed to any kind of faith, but despite this, my mother took 

us to church and brought us up in the Christian faith. As a very small child I 

was attracted to the stories of Jesus, who wanted to be my friend, and so, at a 

very young age, took my first steps on the journey. I threw myself into church 

life and by the age of 14 was a worship leader. 

When I left teaching, I moved to SW London and worked as an Operations Di-

rector and Children‘s Worship Pastor of a large C of E church, organising con-

ferences, leading worship etc. 

It was during this time that my maternal grandfather died. He was a Methodist 

minister and had lived in Harrogate. We were invited to his home to see if 

there were any mementos we would like to take away. I had a most interesting 

experience when I heard a voice (?audible) telling me that the book I wanted 

was on the table behind me. This book was the history of the Mission Aviation 

Fellowship (MAF). I had always wanted to 

fly, and the work of MAF attracted me be-

cause it is about connecting and supporting 

isolated communities. This led me to explore 

the possibility of working with MAF and re-

sulted in me moving to Canada to train as a 

pilot at their missionary training facility. 

After 2 ½ years when I was almost ready to 

get my licence, I was grounded, because of a 

medical problem, and declared unfit to fly. 

This was a huge blow. However, flying had never been the central purpose of my 

calling, and I was able to find work with the provincial government of Canada, 

working with and supporting families and communities in rural Alberta. 

It was during this time that I began to explore the call of ordination, studying 

for an MA in Spiritual Formation at the Carey Theological College in BC. I was 

ordained a Deacon in the Anglican Church of Canada in 2015 while applying for 

permanent residency, believing that this was where my future lay. 

Unfortunately, the Canadian government was in the process of revising its im-

migration policy and my permission to live and work was revoked.  So, at very 

short notice (2 weeks) I had to pack up and leave. In 2016, I came back to the 

UK with 3 suitcases and £150. 
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I had a friend, living in York, who offered to help me, and so came to live here. 

In time, I got a job with the Library Service, doing work similar to what I had 

done in Canada, namely providing supportive spaces for people, IT support and 

children‘s groups. As you can imagine, work was the easy bit of the upheaval. 

What was more difficult was the grieving process, for the life and vocation 

that had seemingly been stolen from me. For the first 3 years, I needed time 

out to heal and work through what had happened. 

During this time, I was also working with the Anglican Family Network, and fa-

cilitated a conference in Zambia about families and belonging. As I sat under a 

tree blessing over 100 children, I felt God reaffirming my call to ministry, and 

not just to the deaconate, but to priesthood. 

On returning to the UK, I started the application process of Change of Or-

ders, in the CofE. During this time, I met Susan Collier, who suggested that St 

Edward‘s might be a place where I could feel welcomed and at home. So, 2 

years ago, at Lent, I joined the Occasional Choir, and did indeed, find a warm 

and supportive community, which is partly why I was invited to do my curacy 

here. 

 

What are you most looking forward to? 

Being priested in July and the chance to worship and serve in this community. 

I‘m also looking forward to warmer weather, so I can go wild swimming! 

 

What do you do for relaxation? 

Gardening 

 

If you were to recommend a book, which would it be? 

Unsheltered, by Barbara Kingsolver 

I would like to thank Angela for sharing her story, with all its twists and turns. 

We can’t always understand why things happen, or sometimes even see God’s 

purpose in them, but as Angela can confirm, God is there with us and this gives 

us strength, hope and new possibilities. 

 

Interview with Linda Sykes 
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Election of Churchwardens and Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 

The Election of Churchwardens and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
(APCM) are usually held at the same time.   

The meetings for St Edward‘s will be held on Thursday 6th May at 7.00pm on 
Zoom. 

The Election of Churchwardens meeting is open to all those people whose 
names are on the Electoral Roll for the parish and persons resident in the par-
ish whose names are entered on the register of local government electors.  
The meeting is to elect two Churchwardens and nomination forms are available 
from the Parish Office or can be sent electronically.  Completed nomination 
forms are required to be with the Vicar before the meeting. 

At the APCM only those people whose names are on the Electoral Roll are eligi-
ble to vote. 

There are currently seven vacancies on the Parochial Church Council (PCC), five 
representatives to serve for three years and two to serve for two years. 

Nomination forms for each of the above are available from the Parish Office 
or by email from: isobelgoforth@tiscali.co.uk   Paper forms for PCC nomina-
tions can be returned to me via the Office or sent electronically. 

Isobel Goforth, PCC Secretary 

mailto:isobegoforth@tiscali.co.uk
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Ed Web News: In homage to Alexander Graham Bell 

 

In my last Ed Web News (February Edi-

tion), I made reference to Alexander Gra-

ham Bell, who made the first telephone call 

on 10/03/1876.  Since then, of course, the 

telephone has become a central part of our 

communications, with many of us perma-

nently attached to our mobile phones.  It is 

therefore frustrating when we find that 

the technology does not always work. 

The new sparkly internet, brought with it the enticing offer of a new phone 

for the Parish Office that would operate through Cloud Voice.  This is not a 

reference to Rapha and Cherub, who regularly meet in the clouds, but rather 

to a system that uses the internet to make calls, instead of a regular line.  It 

would simply mean that our existing number would be ‗ported‘ over to the new 

phone.  However, most of us know that ‗simple‘ can often equal ‗complex‘ to 

‗impossible‘ – along the lines of following the ‗simple‘ instructions that come 

with items that require self-assembly… 

To this end, the Parish Office lost its answer service – and despite Wendy‘s 

many attempts to restore it, she was forced to print each week in the Parish 

Notices, ‗There is still a problem with the office phone at the moment.‘  The 

curious thing was that none of the companies involved, (3 of them) could work 

out why the phone didn‘t work.  This started in October 2020, and by March 

2021 there was an endless cycle of calls/emails/more calls and more emails – 

and eventually replacement equipment sent.  What would dear Alexander have 

thought of all this, I wonder? 

In the meantime, the thorny issue of the internet in the church continued.  

The company who had fitted the initial equipment returned with updated 

equipment. Johannes, the engineer, was certain that this new equipment would 

work.  He and I stood together, beside the altar, both in masks, two plus me-

tres apart, staring at the computer screen which told us the internet connec-

tion speed, with the new equipment, was a mere 9% - which would not be suffi-

cient for our streaming services. Johannes looked most downcast, as did I.  

He said to me that a miracle was needed, and I replied that fortunately this 

was something we might expect to happen in a church! With that he disap-

peared back into the extension loft.   
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I then heard a ‗disembodied‘ voice coming from above, behind the organ pipes.  

Was this a divine visitation? In some ways - it was - as Johannes declared that 

he had found the doors into the organ chamber and from there could see the 

light from the internet box below. He said he would drop a cable into the 

chamber to see if I could retrieve it from a tiny gap at the base of the organ 

housing.  And so, the miracle happened, the cable squeezed through a small gap 

behind the woodwork with absolutely no interference to the church building. 

The wire was duly connected, and the internet roared into life at full force – 

and thus the streaming stability of future services was secured.  One problem 

finally solved.  Now just the phone and world peace. 

The new telephone equipment arrived.  Wendy and I read the instructions one 

by one, following each step carefully.  It didn‘t work.  Yet more emails.  Then 

suddenly, at 12.45pm, the phone came to life!  It worked, and along with it 

came many new exciting features to be explored.  However, I should just add 

that we discovered the phone has a ‗blacklist‘ setting for nuisance callers – so 

if you find your messages aren‘t getting through…. just saying.   

With grateful thanks to Alexander Graham Bell. 

Ed Web Team 



 

 

Hello from Dringhouses Library 

 

We‘re thrilled that Dringhouses 

Library was able to reopen on 

Monday 12th April. We are operat-

ing the same rules and procedures 

as we used while we've been open 

during the pandemic before, in-

cluding limited numbers in the 

building, mask wearing and social 

distancing.  We are open for browsing and computer use (pre-booking advised, as 

we only have one computer due to social distancing requirements) though not yet 

for events. We will let you know as soon as we have any more information on 

events and wider reopening, in the meantime the best place to find the most up 

to date information is on our website: https://exploreyork.org.uk/re-opening-

april-2021/ 

 

All the Explore libraries opened in April, as well as some of the Reading Cafés, 

Rowntree Park, Hungate, Homestead Park and Tang Hall Explore are open for 

outdoor service and takeaway. Books for browsing are available at Hungate and 

Rowntree Park cafes. So stop by and enjoy a coffee or ice cream with your books. 

 

There is a wealth of online resources for you to enjoy as well as our ‗in-person‘ 

offer, including Press Reader for online papers and magazines https://

exploreyork.org.uk/digitail/e-magazines/ 

and the elibrary, where you can borrow ebooks and eaudiobooks with your library 

card, directly to your phone, tablet or computer https://exploreyork.org.uk/

digitail/ebooks/ plus lots of other online resources on our website. 

 

We thank our loyal customers who have already been in to visit, and look forward 

to welcoming new and returning customers to our lovely community library! 

 

All the best, 

 

Lucy and the Dringhouses Library Team 
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‘Welcome Home!’  

 

At the beginning of April, we were 

delighted to welcome the Revd. 

Letitia Chester, back to St Ed-

ward’s. For those who don’t know 

her, Letitia was Associate Minister 

here from 2013 until her retirement 

in 2017. As is normal practice, she 

moved away from St Edward’s to 

make way for the new incumbent. I asked her what she had been up to in 

the intervening 4 years. 

 

When I left St Edwards, I returned to Clifton, where I had happily spent the 

previous 12 years, worshipping and ministering. I expected to find a warm wel-

come and to quickly settle back in. The former was certainly true, people 

couldn‘t have been kinder or more welcoming, but somehow, it no longer felt 

like ―family‖. I sampled other churches, but the same thing happened. Some-

how, I had taken St Edward‘s family into my heart and couldn‘t let it go. So, 

when Richard made it clear that he would be very comfortable with me re-

turning, I was very happy to accept his invitation. So here I am, once again 

part of St Edward‘s family, no longer employed, but as part of the retired 

clergy, with permission to officiate and celebrate, when the need arises. 

 

How have I managed during the extended Lockdown periods? Like many people 

who live on their own, it has been a challenge. My son lives nearby and he and 

his family have been my ―bubble‖, but since they work, their visits have been 

limited, to try and keep me safe. I have been out walking every day, come rain 

or shine.  
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This has not only helped to keep my spirits up but has given me opportunities 

to chat to people who clearly needed some human contact. Lockdown has also 

given me an opportunity to properly retire. When I first retired, I found my-

self with lots of time on my hands and busied myself in an attempt to fill it. 

This was all curtailed in March last year, and I have gradually adapted to doing 

less. 

 

This last week I was given a gentle but very poignant reminder that God is 

often most at work when we are doing nothing. I received a card, followed by 

a phone call from a lady with whom I was in contact many years ago. At that 

time I was extremely busy working in an evangelical church, doing God‘s ―very 

important work‖. This lady used to visit once or twice a week, have a cup of 

tea and pour out her woes. To be honest, I often begrudged the time, because 

of my busy schedule, and once I even fell asleep during her visit. Her recent 

contact was to thank me and tell me how important those visits were for her, 

and how they had helped her get through the most difficult time in her life. I 

found this very humbling, but also marvelled at the fact that God ministers 

through us via things that we don‘t see as important. He is still at work, even 

when we are asleep on the job. 

 

What am I looking forward to? I am looking forward to being part of St Ed‘s 

church family again. I‘m also looking forward to ministering for the God I love, 

to the people I love. 

 

Welcome back, Letitia! It‘s lovely to have you with us again in the St Edward‘s 

family. 

 

Interview with Linda Sykes 
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With Thanks to Charles and Marion Croft 

 

The Indian actor, Aditya Roy Kapur said, ‗What normally we see is the finished 

product…but behind the scenes a lot goes into it.‘  These words apply appropri-

ately to Charles and Marion Croft, who have decided that this is the right time 

to step down from their roles with The Porch. They have been the ‗lot‘ working 

‗behind the scenes‘ of The Porch, having contributed to its longevity and success.  

Marion and Charles took over the distribution in March 2011 and Marion took on 

the advertising in November 2018. 

 

Charles, as Distribution Manager, was responsible for ensuring that each month 

The Porch arrived on our doormats.  Pre-Covid, this involved rallying a large team 

of volunteers to ensure that over 200 magazines were delivered on time.  

 

Marion, as Advertising Manager, had the task of sourcing and organising various 

advertisers and persuading them to support The Porch by advertising their busi-

nesses. She ensured that we have a wide variety of contributors.  This magazine 

would simply not be possible without the commitment and financial support of our 

advertisers, and we are doubly grateful for their support at a time when busi-

nesses may have struggled.   

 

Marion and Charles practised what they preached, as a recent move to a new 

home required a number of works to be undertaken.  Where else to find trades-

people but from the pages of The Porch?  They are delighted that most of the 

businesses who have helped them design and redecorate their home have been 

our advertisers. Now there IS a recommendation. 

 

We thank them enormously for all their hard work and support and wish them 

many sunny days in their new home, with a copy of The Porch in their hands!  

Thank you, Charles and Marion.   

 

The Porch Team 
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Bible Quiz Submitted by Ann Robinson 

Answers on page 34 
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 www. Worldwide Worship: Hong Kong 
 

We have been around the world in this series, 

visiting different countries and discovering more 

about worldwide Christian worship.  In this issue, 

Stella Pycroft shares with us her experience of 

worship in Hong Kong. 

During the 156 years as a British colony, Hong 

Kong people enjoyed levels of religious freedom 

that no other parts of China were allowed, even to this day.  Christianity has 

been one of the more organised and influential religions in a city, once well known 

for the productivity of the people who are motivated by a desire to improve their 

material life. 

Since becoming a Christian at age 13,I‗ve become more aware of how the Chris-

tian faith grew and related to various aspects of community life, from education 

to health and social care.  About half of the schools were run by Christian organi-

sations when I left the city in 2004.   The Christian community now runs at least 

13 hospitals. Churches of any size are a form of community centres regularly pro-

viding services tailored to the needs of both the local and the wider community:  

Bible study groups, ALPHA-type courses exploring faith, space for students‘ self

-study after school, courses or talks on issues regarding marital relationship, 

parenting, managing stress and debt, common health concerns, and interest 

groups or fun events. 

The school I attended wasn‘t run by any religious organisation.  Yet like many 

other schools, there was a Christian Fellowship among an array of extra-

curricular activities. It was run by Christian teachers committed to sharing their 

beliefs and nurturing students on their journey of faith.  These became young 

leaders, supported by the teachers to organise a full year of weekly meetings, 

from prayers meetings, sermons by guest speakers, evangelical weeks and train-

ing to nurture new believers.  

Christian teachers and students 
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 One afternoon, I was invited by a couple of Christian classmates to attend the 

club‘s annual evangelical meeting, where I first heard of Jesus Christ and his 

relevance to me.  I distinctly felt that my life was turning over a new leaf soon 

after I put up my hand in a room packed full of strangers, to allow myself to be 

prayed for.  For three years after that, every Sun-

day morning I attended my friends‘ church, quite far 

away from my home.  To do that I had to lie to my 

mother - like most Chinese families in Hong Kong, my 

family practised a religion that combines Buddhism 

and other traditional Asian philosophies, including worshipping our ancestors and 

other spirits/gods representing mountains, the sea, gates and even the kitchen. 

Although a few traditionally-minded parents allow their children the freedom to 

pursue other religions, my mother saw my turning to Christianity as a betrayal of 

her and our ancestors.  Yet I experienced peace in abundance through praying 

and bible reading. ‗Come on to me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, I‘ll give 

you rest.‘ (Matthew 11) 

Schools run by Christian organisations typically begin with a ‗no-obligation‘ assem-

bly to read bible verses and sing hymns together.  At lunch time during the week, 

there are ‗cell group‘ meetings led by Christian 

teachers for Christian students and their peers. 

More importantly, conversations about living their 

faith take place freely outside of those set meet-

ings; people carry one another‘s burden and lift 

them to God together in prayers. Teaching in one 

of these schools was the best years in my service to education and saw my own 

faith deepening. 

Sadly, freedom of speech is being removed in HK.  Government suspicion of Faith 

schools has increased, as has suspicion of educators as a whole.  The curriculum 

can be changed on a whim and it‘s recently been proposed that classroom activi-

ties be scrutinised with CCTV… The landscape of Christianity is on the verge of 

changes for the worse.  Please pray for them.   Stella Pycroft 
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Promise Page: The Pentecost Story 
 

―And along come pretty little May! 

May was full of promises 

But she didn't keep 'em quickly enough for some 

And a crowd of doubtin' Thomases 

Was predictin' that the summer'd never come‖ 

 

 

This quote from Carousel has stayed with me for years, and it certainly feels ap-

propriate after the year we‘ve had. May is certainly full of promises, the promise 

to return to some form of ‗normal‘, the promise of seeing friends and family, the 

promise of vaccination providing a level of safety and certainty we‘ve been lacking 

over the past year.  

Once again though, we find ourselves waiting. And that can be really hard. But 

Summer will come! This month, we celebrate Pentecost. In the days leading up to 

this, the disciples waited. They had watched as Jesus had ascended to Heaven 

before their eyes, and had chosen a new disciple to join them. They then went 

back to Jerusalem to - what? They weren‘t really sure. They knew they had a job 

to do, but where do you start with a commission to tell the world about Jesus? 

But then, their answer came.  

 

2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled 

the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues 

of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit en-

abled them. 

Acts 2 

 

This must have been thrilling and terrifying in equal measure. But finally - some-

thing that they had been waiting and hoping for had happened. And what a twist in 

the story. I wonder if they had been thinking ‗Well just how do we tell the world 

about God?‘ when suddenly this answer came full force. 

 

What do you think your reaction would be if this happened to you? 

What do you think your reaction would have been if you had seen this happen 

around you?  
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Certainly for those around the disciples , there were mixed reactions. Some peo-

ple were amazed, whilst others made fun of them. But they trusted in God and 

kept going with what he wanted them to do and do you know what? Around 3000 

new believers decided to follow Jesus that day! 

 

It‘s hard to wait, and it‘s hard to keep going when things get tough, but God 

loves you. I know this past year or so has seemed like a lot of waiting and it‘s not 

always been easy, but hold fast to God‘s love and promises. It might not come 

when you expect or how you expect but his promises will come true just as in 

Carousel the Summer does indeed come.  

 

Helen Cross, Youth Worker 

 

A prayer 

Dear Jesus, 

Thank you that you love us and you always keep your promises. Sorry that we are 

not always very patient when we ask You for things. Please help us to trust in 

You and wait for the good things You have promised us.  

Amen. 

Activity: On next page 
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Promise Activity 
 
Have a look at the words in the boxes below. Can you make a story up about 
waiting and promises using these? Perhaps you can write about yourself as 
one of the disciples waiting for Pentecost? Or perhaps someone at school 
waiting for the Summer Holidays? Whatever you want to write about, see if 
you can use each of these words at least once. 
Share these stories with your family! 

  

  

promise 

  

  

  

  

  

trust 

  

  

wait 

  

  

tricky 

  

  

  

  

  

pray 

  

  

feel 

  

  

God 

  

  

  

  

  

excited 

  

  

hope 
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Thy Kingdom Come 

Thursday 13th May – Sunday23rd May 

(another date for your lockdown diary!!!) 

Thy Kingdom Come (TKC), is a 

growing global prayer movement, 

begun in 2016 by the Archbishops 

of Canterbury and York. Tradition-

ally, this period of 10 days between Ascension Day and Pentecost Sunday has 

been a time when believers waited for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit: a time 

to remember that first celebration and to pray for the power of the Holy 

Spirit to fill us again. Since 2016, TKC has grown to include 172 countries 

across the world, with Christians from different denominations and traditions. 

It is a time to pray for ourselves and a deepening relationship with God. It is 

also a time to pray for the Holy Spirit to work in the lives of others; our com-

munity and wider world. 

This year, Thy Kingdom Come (TKC) will look different because of all that we 

have been through in the last 12 months. Uplifting resources have therefore 

been specially designed to refresh, inspire and encourage individuals, families 

and worshiping communities, with an ―at home‖ model. Please look at what is 

available at: www.thykingdomcome.global 

Take Five 

In the period between Ascension Day (May 13th) and Pentecost Sunday (May 

23rd) we are invited to pray specifically for 5 people: family, friends, 

neighbours, acquaintances. We are called to pray that they will discover and 

experience the love of God in Jesus, in their lives. 

We suggest that using the fingers and thumb of your hand, you name each of 

your chosen five as you pray. What a difference it will make as we pray for 

those we love.  

Julie Wells, Faith Lewis. 
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Royal Maundy Service 2020 

 

Surprise! Late 2019, I was curious to receive an envelope in my post franked 

‗Buckingham Palace‘.  As I was involved with organising group travel, I presumed 

it was some form of advertising 

material for Palace Tours. I pre-

sumed incorrectly.  It was in fact 

an invitation to Windsor Castle to 

receive Maundy Money from Her 

Majesty, the Queen! I was informed that my name had been submitted by the 

Bishop in my Diocese at the time.  I was truly amazed and delighted, and imme-

diately wrote to the Most Revd. Dr John Sentamu to thank him. I don‘t know 

how the selection is made, but I am so honoured by his acknowledgement and 

have many people to thank, I am sure. 

Once I accepted, correspondence followed.  All arrange-

ments were made; new hat and dress for me, a suit for 

Roy, hotel and train booked.  Then Covid-19 hit. 

On the 18thof March, I was advised that regrettably all 

was cancelled.  Yes, I was disappointed, as meeting the 

Queen would have been wonderful.  However, it has 

been a year where I have been glad for good health and 

the opportunity to cook and work with people who have 

had so many worries. As things turned out, the 2021 service has also been can-

celled. 

So, thank you all – and thank you to Her Majesty for the lovely letter which I 

have framed, and for sending the coins in the post, which I will treasure.   

Above all, thanks to God as the prayers in the world help us to come out of this 

situation.  I don‘t know if I will be any stronger, but I will be glad to be alive… 

Louise Robinson 
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Ed’s Note on The Royal Maundy Service 

The roots of Royal Maundy are in the Last Supper, when Jesus says, ‗I give you 

a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you.‘ (John 

13:34).  The Latin words for ‗new commandment‘ are ‗mandatum novam‘ and it is 

from the word ‗mandatum‘ that we derive the word Maundy. 

 

The first Maundy Ceremony was believed to have taken place at Knaresborough 

Castle in 1210, when King John presided.  The ceremony ebbed and flowed 

throughout history. However, in 1932 King George V restored the ancient cus-

tom, by appearing in person to distribute the Maundy money in Westminster 

Abbey. The Queen has continued the tradition, visiting at one time every 

Church of England Cathedral. 

 

Recipients are selected because of their 

Christian service given to the church and 

the community.  The number selected 

relates to the Monarch‘s age, and so 

2020 saw 94 recipients.  Each received 

two purses containing coins. The red 

purse contains the traditional sum of 

£5.50 which was considered an allowance 

for clothing and provisions.  In 2020, the 

£5 coin commemorated the 250th Anniversary of the birth of the poet William 

Wordsworth. The inscription reads, ‗Nature never did betray the heart that 

loved her‘. The 50p portrays Team Great Britain in the 2020 Winter Olympics. 

The white purse contains silver coins totalling 94 pence, corresponding to the 

Sovereign‘s age.  Coins are minted each year.   

 

The 2022 Maundy Service is scheduled for Thursday 14th April. 
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This lock down isn‘t funny 

in fact it is a bore 

We seem to be in lockdown 

Going on for evermore 

We know the virus is dangerous 

and we really must be smart 

and the masks and hands and distancing 

Important! KEEP APART! 

It‘s a very cruel virus, makes people very ill 

Need lots of different treatments – drips, jabs and pills 

Isolation is important  

But again that‘s very hard 

For people get so lonely and grieve deep within their hearts 

 

That‘s why it‘s so important for us all to look around 

And see what we can surely do, 

Keep feet upon the ground 

So keep our daily safety checks 

Continue to impress 

And keep on saying huge, big thanks 

To all our NHS 

 

By Liz Coote 

A Journey through Lockdown 
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CHARITABLE DONATIONS 2021- 2023 

 

Every three years, we select a variety of charities who receive a proportion of 

our giving as a church community. The PCC have agreed that in this cycle it will 

begin with 9% and increase to 10% from 2022 onwards. 

Members of St Edward‘s are asked to suggest recipients who meet the following 

criteria. 

 Charities must be a mixture of local, national, and international agencies. For 

the three-year period to 2020 we donated to nine organisations, as well as our 

own vicar‘s discretionary fund. 

 A copy of recent accounts must be submitted or a link to where they can be 

accessed online. Charities must be registered with the Charities Commission for 

England and Wales. 

 Each gift is for three years, to enable the charity to do some forward plan-

ning. 

 The amount given must be sufficient to make a difference, but not so much 

that the charity is solely dependent on the gift for their funding. 

 The aims of the charity must fit with our aims and objectives. 

 

The person who nominates the agency must take responsibility for keeping the 

church informed via The Porch, our website, prayer points and written/display 

material. 

 

The PCC will then put together our final list of organisations to support from the 

list of nominations, aiming to ensure that there is a balance of local, national and 

international charities.   

 

The charities we have supported for the last three years are: 

Local - The Hut, Home-start, Carecent, York Neighbours. 

National - The Church Urban Fund. 

And international - Accomplish Trust, USPG, Tariro UK Hope for Youth Zim-

babwe and The Bible Society. 

 

Please forward any nominations to Christine Hanby by Monday 28th June 2021. 

Email: christinehanby@gmail.com 
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St Edward’s Mission  

Statement 

Following Jesus we are called 

to be 

Caring, Committed  

& Courageous 
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YORK TALKING NEWS 

 

Hopefully, you are able to read 

this article without too much 

difficulty.  However there are 

people who from blindness, di-

minishing eyesight or perhaps 

arthritic hands are unable to 

do so. 

Nearly 45 years ago a local registered charity (York and District News for 

the Blind but now known as York Talking News)was established to provide a 

monthly bulletin combining local news with articles of general interest.  Be-

cause the charity was essentially for the visually impaired, monthly editions 

could be distributed free of charge by the Post Office.  There were only two 

constraints; music other than a jingle and original material were not permit-

ted. 

Initially we used 90 minute cassettes aiming to provide local news on one side 

and general articles on the other.  We have, however, moved with the times 

and now use USBs which give us much more flexibility. 

Local and national newspapers and a wide variety of magazines are scanned for 

articles of general interest.  Any news item with a finite life is discarded – it 

is no use telling listeners what could be happening tomorrow when they might 

not listen to the bulletin until a later date. 

The editor (for many years this was Gordon Hand) selects what is hoped to be 

a good mix of articles, checking the length of each.  When we used cassettes 

counting the number of words was a real chore as readers managed 140 words 

per minute and we were limited to about 44 minutes of material per side.  

Readers have been chosen for the clarity of their diction and the lack of a 

strong regional accent.   
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One thing we have always tried to avoid is articles on disabilities and we tend 

to edit out references to age.  An exception might be ―the 98-year-old blind 

lady from Dringhouses who has just climbed Everest‖! 

Initially we recorded in the evening as most of our team were working but now 

record during the day. Our highly sensitive equipment requires a quiet envi-

ronment.  We have recorded in a number of venues beginning in a sophisti-

cated garden shed (except the next door neighbour always seemed to be cut-

ting his lawn when we recorded), an office opposite the fire station (yes, you 

have guessed), a venue in Poppleton where a sandwich van with tannoy parked 

outside and most recently with a police helicopter hovering above us.  We 

never discovered why. 

Once the master cassette was cutwe were able make eleven copies simultane-

ously in four and a quarter minutes.  Distributing up to 300 copies per month 

you can see the time and effort that was required.  Now that we are using 

USBs our latest equipment allows us to make 23 simultaneous copies in thirty 

seconds.  The time is taken up loading and unloading the machine and putting 

the USBs in plastic wallets which are posted to our listeners.  The wallets 

have reversible labels allowing recipients to return the USBs to us, but failure 

to reverse the label  can be catastrophic!  On one occasion we found to our 

cost that we had failed to reverse the labels on half the wallets we posted. 

When the wallets are returned the USBs are electronically cleaned and ready 

for use again. 

In the early days we distributed exclusively to addresses in York and district 

but now we find that some of our listeners have moved away to be nearer to 

their family.  Currently we have listeners in Devon, London, Scotland and in 

many parts of Yorkshire, including our parish. 
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Currently we have been affected by Covid-19 and are no longer able to meet 

as a group, however we have a machine that allows us to record by telephone 

to a technician who manages to sort individual items in the correct sequence.  

Although the sound quality is not as good as we would like, unlike many Talking 

News in other parts of the country we have kept going.  This is really appreci-

ated by our listeners who send little notes of appreciation not forgetting the 

avalanche of Christmas cards. 

Most of our listeners come through personal recommendation from existing 

listeners   Over the years we have given many talks to social groups which also 

generate further enquiries.  So if you are interested or know anyone you think 

might benefit from our efforts I shall be happy to hear from you.  

 And the one thing I must emphasise is that York Talking News is a charity 

providing a service which is FREE. 

 

Graeme Robertson 

Tel 706393 

Bible Quiz: Answers 

 

 

1. Nettle (Isaiah).  2. Box (Isaiah).  3. Walnut (Genesis). 4. Hemlock (Amos) 

5. Cotton (Esther).  6. Cucumber (Numbers). 7. Olive (Judges). 8. Henna (Song 

of Solomon).  9. Garlic (Numbers). 10. Crocus (Song of Solomon). 11. Grape vine 

(lots!). 12. Flax (Proverbs) 



 

 

 


