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Remembering Well 

For many, 2020 really does seem like a year to forget.  

And yet in November in the Church, we are entering into 

our season of Remembering, and so as we come towards 

the end of such a traumatic year it is worth asking the 

question as to what we are remembering and why. 

On Sunday 1st November, we will be holding our Memorial 

Service, where we remember loved ones who have died.  

This year‘s service will be very different as we will need 

to be gathering virtually through our YouTube channel, but we will nevertheless 

be meeting to remember our loved ones, to give thanks for all the good that they 

brought into our lives, and to acknowledge the ongoing gap that their death has 

left for us.   

And in the midst of our grieving, we will also be remembering that God is the 

God who promises to be with us in those worst of times, even when it feels as 

though we are walking through the valley of the shadow of death.  We will be 

remembering that Jesus has gone before us through death and has brought 

about the reassurance of life beyond death, a life lived in the very presence of 

God.  And so in our grief, we remember that there is hope. 

Then on Sunday 8th November we will be holding our Remembrance Sunday ser-

vice.  Again, this will need to be held online, but with the possibility under cur-

rent guidance of an ―in person‖ Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial as 

well.  We will remember those who have given their lives in the wars of the past, 

as well as remembering those who continue to suffer the traumas of war and 

violence in our day.  And we will remember too that God, in the person of Jesus, 

has come into all the pain and hardship of this world as the Prince of Peace, and 

that He has shown us the possibility of a different way.  In Jesus we see the 

possibility of forgiveness rather than revenge; we see the possibility of healing 

rather than hurt; we see the possibility of restoration rather than destruction.  

And so in our anxiety, our helplessness and our hurt, we remember that there is 

hope. 
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Remembering has always played a significant role in the story of God.  The 

ancient Hebrews told the stories and built their memorials to help them to 

remember the kindness of God in the past.  Jesus sat down to eat a meal with 

His friends to remember with them the rescue of the People of God from 

slavery in Israel, and Jesus tells them to ‗do this in remembrance of me‘.  At 

every celebration of Communion we are invited to take our seat at the table with 

Jesus and to remember the acts of God in the past so that, having been fed by 

God with the bread and wine, we might be enabled to go out and live as 

ambassadors of the hope of God in our communities.   

2020 has been a really tough year.  And yet, as we were reminded by Jon 

Courtenay in his Britain‘s Got Talent winning song, it has not been a year that has 

been without things for which we can give thanks.  Looking back, I wonder what 

those small moments of joy have been for you - even in the midst of the 

difficulties?  I wonder what you will remember from this year?  And where it 

feels as though God has been so far? 

As we remember this month, I pray that we will be able to remember well, and 

that in the midst of the ongoing uncertainty and anxiety there will be those 

things that make us smile.  I pray that we will be people who are able to look 

after those around us well, and that we will be able to get through this year in 

the company of others.  Most of all I pray that we will remember that God is 

with us in the mixture of tears and joys, and because He is with us, there is 

hope. 

 

(You can watch the Britain‘s Got Talent song here:  https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=v-MdVag9yc0) 

 

Richard 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v-MdVag9yc0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v-MdVag9yc0


 

 

4 

Per ardua ad astra 

The Runnymede Memorial has a commanding view over the plain where King John 

signed the Magna Carta in 1215.  Situated on Coopers Hill between Windsor and 

Egham, it commemorates the lives of over 20,000 men and women who served in 

the Royal Air Force and were lost in WWII with no known grave.  They came 

from all parts of the Commonwealth and some airmen and women from occupied 

countries of Europe, who refused to give up the fight.  The memorial was 

designed by Sir Edward Maufe and was unveiled by the Queen on the 17th 

October 1953.  The names, neatly engraved on the stone walls, are ordered 

according to country and squadron. 

A large arched window is engraved with the words from Psalm 139, sometimes 

called the Airman‘s Psalm. 

 

If I climb up into Heaven, Thou art there; 

If I go to Hell, Thou art there also. 

If I take the wings of the morning 

And remain in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

Even there also shall Thy hand lead me; 

And Thy right hand shall hold me. 

We were there searching for one particular name; a lad born in Hunslet, Leeds 

who was employed as an upholsterer by Myers Brothers in Whitehouse Street 

and had joined the Air Training Corps on leaving school.  A lad that never came 

home. 

Rowland Middleton joined the Royal Air Force 

Volunteer Reserve at the beginning of the war, training 

as an air gunner with No. 44 course, 4 Squadron.  He 

was subsequently posted to 207 Squadron and later 

transferred to 83 Squadron. The rear gunners were 

often known as tail-end Charlies – and to this end, his 

nickname became Charlie. His primary role was to be a 

lookout: to defend his aircraft from enemy fighter 

attack from the rear of the plane and to warn the pilot 

when to undertake evasive manoeuvres.   

Charlie had written home many times about his experience as a rear gunner in a 

Lancaster Bomber and below are just a few extracts that bring to life his view 

from the turret. 
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‗We then flew over a bank of clouds and 

approached our target. Then one by one, 

searchlight beams split the sky, here and there 

were lights just like a roman candle… the ack-

ack started, tracers making long "streamers" in 

the air and flaming onions coming straight for 

us and every time I thought they were going to 

hit us…‘ 

‗On the way back over Brunsbuttel, one of the other kites (manned by a Polish 

crew) caught a packet in the "blind spot" and we knew they'd "had it." The port 

engine had been wrenched from its bed which tore off the whole wing. I felt a 

bit sick at that point.‗ 

In 1943, Charlie‘s aircraft was attacked by a Junkers Ju 88 and set on fire – 

the crew were to survive and Charlie was awarded the Distinguished Flying 

Medal with the citation in the London Gazette stating that ‗with exemplary 

coolness, he directed such accurate return fire that the hostile aircraft was 

destroyed. Flight-Sergt. Middleton's courage and efficiency have been 

conspicuously displayed setting a high standard to the other gunners‘. 

The life expectancy of rear gunners has been oft debated, but many didn‘t live 

beyond five missions – Charlie was to fly well over 100. He wrote of his own 

experience, ―It just sounds like some sort of fairy story and not a bit like 

anything that really happened, but I suppose this is nothing to what I will see in 

time."  

His words proved all too prescient when on the night of 11th September 1944, 

the Lancaster 111ND740 took off from RAF Coningsby on a mission to 

Darmstadt. The plane was hit by flak and three crew bailed out and were later 

captured.  Rowland died along with the other three crew.  His body was never 

found. He was 21 years old. It is his name that we found carved for eternity on 

the Runnymede Memorial. 

Linda‘s Reflection 

Growing up in the 50‘s, WW2 war was not a distant memory as it is today. At 

family get-togethers, the conversation often turned to yesteryear and 

invariably a few war stories. I was a child with big ears, and listened with great 

interest. I was always disappointed that my dad‘s family were exempt from 

conscription due to working in reserved occupations (heavy engineering) which 

wasn‘t very interesting or exciting, in my opinion.  
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‗My mum, on the other hand, was an only child but had several male cousins, two 

of whom served in the RAF during the war, with very contrasting experiences. 

One was Sid, who apparently ―sat out the war‖ in Reykjavik, doing who-knows 

what. The other was Roly, the rear gunner, who was spoken of with much 

affection and in hushed tones. Roly‘s father was a ―bad un‖ and after the war, 

lost contact with the rest of the family. There seemed to be limited 

information about Roly, other than he was lost in action, and that he had been 

awarded the DFM. My mum seemed to think that his 

name was inscribed on a memorial somewhere, but had 

no idea where. 

Fast forward 40 years and the wonders of the 

internet revealed that Roly‘s name was indeed 

inscribed on the national monument at Runnymede. And 

so, in 2018 I finally visited the site. 

I had imagined, maybe a wall with a few hundred or a thousand names. I was 

unprepared for the size of the place, and truly staggered to learn that over 

20,000 men and women, in the RAF alone, had died in service, with no known 

grave or marker. Each one carefully recorded, remembered and honoured at this 

memorial. I had never met Roly, nor any of his close family, yet I found the 

experience very moving. So many young men and women whose lives were cut 

short, defending our freedom. So many families shattered by the loss of loved 

ones, without even a body to mourn or a grave to visit. 

We often take our freedom for granted, until it is restricted or threatened -

just as we take for granted the professionals whose job is to keep us safe, in 

many areas of life. On November 11th, it is important that we pause to 

remember this enormous sacrifice. This is eloquently encapsulated in the poem 

by Paul H Scott, which is engraved on one of the gallery windows at the 

memorial.  

No gravestone in yew-dark churchyard  

Shall mark their resting place;  

Their bones lie in the forgotten corners of earth and sea.  

But, that we may not lose their memory  

With fading years, their monuments stand here,  

Here, where the trees troop down to Runnymede.  

 

Linda Sykes and Helen Wren 
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JANET COUSINS 

 

I want to say a huge ― thank you ― to all of you for the sym-

pathy and love you have shown to me and my family on the 

death of my beloved Janet. Thank you for all the cards, let-

ters, flowers and foodstuffs ( some anonymous) which have 

come to me at this time of loss. I really do feel supported by 

St.Ed‘s congregation who are like an ― extra family ― when I 

most need it. I am so sorry that government restrictions 

meant that hardly anybody outside my family could attend Janet‘s funeral but 

I am grateful to Richard for so expertly making it possible for a lot of you to 

follow the service on  your screens. It was even seen in America by one of our 

former Addis Ababa choir members ! 

 

This brings me to an even bigger ― thank you ― to the many people who have 

contributed to the two overseas charities we earmarked in Janet‘s memory and 

which were so close to her compassionate heart. At the time of writing (mid-

October) the total of donations stands at £2,100 which is truly amazing. This 

includes on-line giving of course. 

 

You may be interested in what these two charities do. Refuge Egypt is a major 

part of the work of All Saints‘ Cathedral, Cairo. I was involved in it from 1984 

to 1989 when much of my time as Provost was given over to interviewing a con-

stant stream of refugees, mainly from South Sudan but also at that time from 

Romania and Zaire. We tried to get them help with clothing, medications, hous-

ing and advice. It has never stopped so when I was last there in 2014 I was 

thrilled to see how that refugee  ministry had grown into a proper organisation 

together with other churches. For example, I saw a group of Syrian refugee 

women waiting to see one of our doctors. The Sudanese still come and also Eri-

treans and Ethiopians. The need is still great. 
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Hamlin Fistula U.K.is the support body for a truly innovative hospital in Addis 

Ababa, founded by a saintly woman doctor from Australia called Catherine 

Hamlin. She was a devout member of my congregation there and, unlike me, 

stayed on in Ethiopia for decades. She died there last March aged 96 With 

her late husband Reg., also a doctor, she identified a terrible scourge that was 

afflicting mainly poor village women in the country. A fistula results from a 

difficult childbirth and causes the woman, often a girl married young, to be 

ostracised by her family and community. Catherine and Reg. designed a suc-

cessful surgical operation to alleviate this problem and founded a specialist 

hospital for the purpose, Janet and I were there when it opened in 1975. So 

vital and a-political was this work  that they were honoured both by Emperor 

Haile Selassie and also the revolutionary military government that followed. 

 

 I hope you will agree with me that, even in death, my lovely wife has helped to 

bring ― life ― to some of our sisters and brothers in need. 

 

As the Arabic has it ― el hamdulilallah‖ – praise be to God. 

 

Philip 

STOP PRESS 

A masked lady, who did not give her name, delivered to my back door one 

night recently a delicious Apple Crumble which I delightedly consumed. I 

have of course washed the pot containing it, but now have no means of re-

turning it. 

It‘s brown and oval in shape.Would the rightful owner please contact me 

and  I can also say thank you ? 

Philip Cousins (tel.700316)at 17 Chalfonts 
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October at York Foodbank 
 

What an absolutely amazing amount of food was 

donated for the Harvest Festival collection!  

Thank you all so very much.   

 

On the Tuesday following - Faith, Max, Heather 

and I met in the Community Hall to separate 

items that were suitable for Carecent, the rest 

being for Foodbank.  Heather and I loaded our 

cars and took the boxes and bags of food to the 

Foodbank warehouse at Clifton Moor where our contributions were appreciated.  

As anticipated, only a few schools have organised a collection this year - their 

main concern being the education and safety of their pupils - so church donations 

are particularly welcome. 

 

There has been a development at the Gateway Centre this month as the centre is 

now deemed to be Covid secure.  This means that, with a few slight modifications, 

it will be possible to provide a more welcoming experience for the clients, per-

haps even a drink and a chat.  Also we‘ve heard that the Citizens Advice Bureau is 

experimenting with meeting clients out of doors under a gazebo and is hoping to 

set up a gazebo outside the Gateway Centre in the near future.  However, all this 

progress is dependent on what restrictions are in operation on the day. ‗Stop 

Press‘ Since submission of this article York has moved into Tier 2, developments 

mentioned in paragraph above are no longer happening at the Foodbank. 

 

I must also thank the congregations for bringing their surplus carrier bags to 

church.  I have spent many hours folding and packing plastic bags but I think we 

have received sufficient for our needs for the present so don‘t bring any more 

for the time being.  I think I‘ve earned the title of ―The Bag Lady‖ as when I‘ve 

not been dealing with the plastic bags, I‘ve been making small fabric bags.  These 

pretty little bags are to hold an assortment of the small hotel-type cosmetics.  

These small containers of shampoos and lotions are frequently given to the Food-

bank and have been kept altogether in a box.  However, because clients have been 

restricted from rummaging through the extras boxes, there are rather a lot of 

them.  The idea is that, once filled, the bags are given as a gift to clients. 

 

Thank you so much for the support St Eds gives to the York Foodbank. 

Margaret Titman 
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The Porch ‘Online’ 

The Porch remains online only for the time being, and paper copies can be 
printed on demand, by contacting the Parish Office. 

This is in line with the latest Church of England directive: 

‗Coronavirus COVID-19 may live on paper and cardboard surfaces for up to 24 
hours, and so any paper delivery represents a transmission risk. For this reason, 
parishes are encouraged to look to digital communication, and telephone calls to 
keep in touch.‘ 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2004973?query=featured_home
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 Communion in Company  

Meet on the first 

Wednesday of each month 

in the chancel area.  

Praying in Company will 

then meet on the following Wednes-

days.  

Please do join us. 

Enquiries about baptisms, weddings or to discuss any other matter should be 

made initially to the Parish Office 01904 709111 or  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

Postal address:  The Parish Office 

                         Tadcaster Road 

                         YORK, Y024 1QG 
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A Grand Day Out 

 

Following on from Gill Stamp’s visit to Wen-

tworth Castle, Helen Wren writes about a visit 

to the Yorkshire Arboretum under the ‘new 

normal’. 

The National Trust website has declared au-

tumn 2020 a bumper year for vibrant autumn 

colours due to the weather conditions this 

year.  It therefore makes it an excellent time to step out into the fresh air, 

avoid the Covid blues and experience all that God‘s creation can offer in this 

season of mists and mellow fruitfulness. 

 

According to the Countryfile  website, fewer sunlight hours and cooler tem-

peratures reduce the need for chlorophyll in autumn leaves. As the pigment 

breaks down, the xanthophylls and carotenes become more visible, producing a 

stunning array of yellow and red hues. So, intrepid as ever, I headed off to 

the Yorkshire Arboretum in search of my xanthophylls (which is a whopping 30 

on the Scrabble Board without premium squares..) 

 

The Yorkshire Arboretum is pretty much opposite Castle Howard and it has 

120 acres to explore with more than 

6,000 trees from around the world – cur-

rently bursting into colour. Like many 

places, tickets need to be booked in ad-

vance, but there seemed no problem with 

availability. The only problem is our cur-

rent inability to book the weather in ad-

vance. However, rain or shine there are 

well designed paths which will keep the 

feet dry and if a fine day, many where you can wander at will under the trees. 



 

 
18 

I was provided with a map, which was vaguely useful if I knew east from west, 

and so strode out with best foot forward.  The terrain is relatively level, but 

there are opportunities to skip up small hillocks to obtain a commanding view 

over the parkland.  However, the best foot for-

ward took me directly into the café for an ener-

gising hot drink.  There appeared to be quite a 

tasty menu and whilst masks were required inside, 

it was not the case outside.  Our table was suita-

bly sanitised, and drinks brought to us.  It is a 

place that welcomes that unknown creature called 

a ‗well behaved dog‘ and there were several eyeing up the menu. Whilst dogs 

are required to be kept on leads in the park, there is an off-lead exercise 

area available in Gate House Field. 

 

Suitably fortified we struck out left and within 2 minutes had lost all other 

human contact.  It really is a big place and so keeping even 20 metres apart 

was not difficult.  We had gone armed with a picnic (which we obviously ate 15 

minutes after arrival…) and had no problems finding a bench on which to settle 

and enjoy the views.  The website notes that they aren‘t sanitised regularly, 

but we had our sit mats with us anyway. 

 

So, in quiet meditation one could consider the trees and the sky and recollect 

1 Chronicles 16:33: ‗Let the trees of the forest sing, let them sing for joy be-

fore the Lord.‘ Thus, under the singing trees we found plenty of suitable 

photo opportunities.  My visit was right at the start of October when the col-

ours are revving up and by the end of this month as The Porch is published and 

into November, they will be in all their glory. 

 

One thing which did surprise us, was the number of mushrooms and toadstools.  

Despite having been dragged up in a country village in the middle of nowhere, 

my mushroom knowledge is a little weak – despite my grandad‘s best attempts 

to instil in me fungi facts. We took photos for later identification and agreed 

they added a bit of a magical quality to the walk. 
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The parkland has a large pond/lake which is perfect for reflecting autumn col-

ours and the water was thus filled with reds and golds. It made me mindful of 

dear old Keats when he mused, ‗Much have I travelled in the realms of gold.‘ 

In all we spent a pleasant couple of hours walking around the park and will soon 

return to experience more arboreal splendours! 

 

Fact File 

Journey Time from York: 30 minutes (15 miles) 

Directions:  From the eastbound A64, follow the 

brown tourist signs to Castle Howard. The arboretum 

is located off the obelisk roundabout, opposite the 

main entrance to Castle Howard. 

Opening Times:  11am-4pm daily 

Admission: Adults £7.00*Family (2+2) £17.50*Junior 

(age 12-16) £3.50* 

Children under 12 FREE* Includes a 10% voluntary 

Gift Aid donation. If you would prefer not to donate, admission prices are: 

Adults £6.35; Family (2+2) £15.90; Junior £3.20 

There are numerous reciprocal offers – so check at the time of booking. 

Book via the website:  https://www.yorkshirearboretum.org 

Café: usually open serving drinks/cakes and snacks. 

Toilet facilities: yes. 

Accessibility: Some areas are suitable for wheelchairs/buggies. 

 

Address: The Castle Howard Arboretum Trust, Castle Howard, York, YO60 

7BY.  01653 648598 

 

Helen Wren 
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A Day in the Life…… of a Communications Team Leader 

Last month we interviewed Helen Cross about her new role as our Youth 

Worker. This month we put the questions to her husband Kerron Cross 

about his life in the world of communications. 

 

Tell us a bit about your background? 

I grew up just outside Watford, living there for the first 

30 years of my life, before moving up to live in Manchester 

and then York. Everyone keeps telling me they‘ve been to 

Watford because the Harry Potter Studios are there, but 

I‘ve never visited them because it was literally all fields back then – which makes 

me feel slightly old! But if you‘ve been to the town, great! (And if you haven‘t, 

you aren‘t really missing out.) 

I now live in Knottingley – where the big cooling towers and power station are on 

the A1M – and work in Doncaster as a Communications Team Leader for St Leger 

Homes, who provide all the social housing for Doncaster Council. I‘m married to 

Helen and have three daughters, who are 9, 4 and 2. I love football, politics and 

vaguely remember what sleep was. 

How did you end up in Communications? 

I sort of fell into it in the first place, if I‘m honest. I got fairly good GCSEs and 

A-Levels from a fairly good school, and then got a fairly good degree from a 

fairly good university and rather naively thought I‘d walk into some sort of job 

relatively easily – without much understanding that without vocational qualifica-

tions, my English Literature and Politics qualification wasn‘t going to get me very 

far. I had 6 months unemployed applying for anything and everything, getting 

rejected from most things at the initial stage. I finally got accepted onto a fast

-tracked management course with the Wetherspoons pub chain, did the two-day 

training course, and it just felt totally wrong on many  levels. I remember going 

home that night clear that I should leave, but with absolutely nothing else on the 

horizon, that felt a really crazy decision.  
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That night I was phoned up by two separate friends who knew nothing about 

what I was going through and each of them had heard from different people and 

places about an opportunity that sounded perfect for me working for a Christian 

MP – and within a week and an interview over coffee (which I can remember be-

ing a conversation more about life, sport and anything but politics), I had the 

job. I never even learnt how to pull a pint. I worked there for 9 years, then a 

year in Manchester for another Christian MP and then came across to work as 

Director of Communications for the Archbishop of York for a further 4 years. 

Since then, I‘ve mainly worked in the charity and local government sector. 

Describe your usual day? 

My current job is a mix of roles really, managing a team who do all the external 

and internal communications for the organisation. I help write and edit our publi-

cations (things like a monthly staff newsletter, a quarterly tenant magazine that 

goes out to over 20,000 people in Doncaster, Annual Reviews, etc), create and 

manage our social media output on Facebook and Twitter and deal with any media 

enquiries we get in from journalists. One of my gifts seems to be communicating 

complex information in really accessible everyday language – whether I‘ve been 

working for a local authority, MPs or the church – I can see that most people will 

have their own particular jargon that they think other people should understand, 

that to most normal people is totally alien and incomprehensible. If we really 

want people to engage and understand, we need to talk in ways that are simple 

and start the right conversations. 

In what ways has your faith influenced your working day? 

I am very lucky that I‘ve always had a job that I‘ve felt made a difference, 

whether others would consider it ‗important‘ or not – and for me that‘s what our 

faith should be: practical love in action, living out what we believe without judg-

ing others. Showing someone cares or that they have value, especially in the 

most difficult situations, is a real gift. Through my current job I come into con-

tact with many people who will be struggling with various complex issues and to 

be able to get alongside these people and give them a voice, is very humbling.  
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How did your association with St Edward’s come about? 

I used to work with Richard when we were with the then Archbishop at Bishop-

thorpe Palace. Both he and Rachael were incredibly kind to me when I was going 

through the divorce from my first marriage. It all came as a bit of a shock to me 

and I was left trying to commute up to see my eldest daughter in York, while 

working in London, and to be honest I had a few months of trying, metaphori-

cally,to put one foot in front of the other whilst trying to understand what was 

happening, alongside balancing all the other things that were going on at the 

time. I started going to St Andrew‘s in Bishopthorpe with their family and that 

became my home church – then by the time they left to move to St Ed‘s, I was 

remarried with three children and we realised that this would be a much better 

place to worship, given there were more children and young people and activities 

for our girls to join in with. A couple of years on and Helen, my new wife, is now 

working here as the Senior Youth Worker – so things have changed quite a bit. 

Anything else you would like to add? 

Please don‘t hold my love of politics or Watford Football Club against me – apart 

from that I am relatively normal. Also I have written a couple of books which 

are (meant to be) funny, so do feel free to have a look at them here: https://

www.amazon.co.uk/Books-Kerron-Cross/s?rh=n%3A266239%2Cp_27%

3AKerron+Cross(You can read the first chapter or so for free on the Kindle ver-

sions, so don‘t feel you have to part with any money, unless of course you want to 

do that. But if you do, I guess that would be totally OK.) 

 

Thank you very much Kerron.  If anyone else would be interested in sharing their 

‘Day in a Life’ please contact porch@stedsdringhouses.org for more details. 

Interview questions by Helen Wren 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Books-Kerron-Cross/s?rh=n%3A266239%2Cp_27%3AKerron+Cross
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Books-Kerron-Cross/s?rh=n%3A266239%2Cp_27%3AKerron+Cross
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Books-Kerron-Cross/s?rh=n%3A266239%2Cp_27%3AKerron+Cross
mailto:porch@stedsdringhouses.org
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ETERNAL WALL OF ANSWERED PRAYER 

 

In the last few months Planning Permission 

has been granted to create a large Christian 

structure which will be known as the ‗Eternal 

Wall of Answered Prayer‘. The idea comes 

from the Reverend Richard Gamble a former 

chaplain of Leicester City Football Club. Rich-

ard tells us that all this came to him while carrying a cross around Leicester dur-

ing Easter 2004. After ten years of thought and prayer he felt released by God 

to put this in motion. In doing so he saw the need for something which will in-

trigue and attract people, particularly those who do not normally come to church, 

and which might call them to Jesus and draw them in. 

The structure is to be built at Coleshill, Warwickshire between the M6 and M42 

motorways. The site comprises 10 acres of Greenbelt land and was given by Lord 

Eddison the Midland businessman and  billionaire. He is the founder of the char-

ity Christian Vision having made his considerable fortune from importing Subaru 

motorcars. He is also a very active evangelical Christian. 

The building will be 51m high with a span of 80m. This compares with the ‗Angel 

of the North‘ near Gateshead which has a height of 20m and is 54m across. It is 

estimated it will be seen from a distance of six miles and by 500,000 vehicles 

travelling on the nearby motorways each week. 

The architect is Paul Bulkeley of Snug Architects Southampton who won a com-

petition which attracted 133 entries from 28 countries. The winning design is an 

infinity loop with a surface which represents that, ‗God has no beginning and no 

end‘. This is known as a moribus strip. The theme of the building, which Richard 

Gamble tell us is God given, is answered prayer recorded on, ―A colossal national 

landmark‖. Firstly there will be a Historical Wall made up of 75,000 heritage 

bricks. Each brick will contain details of a prayer which God has answered 

throughout history. 
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Secondly, to show that Jesus is alive and answering prayer, a million bricks each 

containing details of prayers made by individuals together with their outcome. It 

is hoped that this will, ―Encourage and inspire people going through the storms 

of life.‖ In doing so, ―It will be the largest database of hope stories in the 

world.‖ 

Using interactive technology and Bespoke App visitors will be able to hold their 

mobile phones against a brick and read the answered prayer story. Donors will be 

limited to 500 words per brick, with their names remaining anonymous. It is also 

planned that there will be a visitors‘ centre, 24/7 prayer room, cafe, bookshop 

with exhibitions. Some 20 people will be employed on site with a 24-hour chap-

laincy support service. 

It is estimated that the cost will be over £9m, the money to come from wealthy 

donors plus crowd-funding. Work should start next year with the scheme being 

completed in 2022. It is hoped that over 300,000 people will visit each year. 

The project has three goals: 

1. To preserve the Christian heritage of the nation 

2. Encourage prayer 

3. Proclaim Jesus for the country. 

 

 

It is inter-denominational with the Bishop of Coventry a leading supporter. 

One newspaper has described this as, ―Keeping God in the loop‖. As Andy Street, 

Mayor of the West Midlands says, ―A place of hope for many, and one that will 

help us remember the Christian heritage of our nation‖. 

 

John Ferrett (Heckmondwike) 

Submitted for John by Pauline Kirk 



 

 

Kids Corner 

 

As we move towards darker, colder evenings in Promise we‘re finding out about 

prophecies in the bible surrounding Jesus‘ birth or *whispers* Christmas! For 

lots of us, especially those of us that are caring for smaller children, a month of 

expectation and excitement in December is enough. Patience is a tricky thing 

when you‘re waiting for something, and lots of us may be finding it trickier than 

normal at the moment. The Israelites knew that a messiah would be coming for 

thousands of years, the prophecies about him start in Genesis, the waiting must 

have been frustrating. And yet they did, and continued to (mostly) trust God and 

follow Him. The story of Christmas is one of hope, set in motion before people 

even knew that they needed a saviour. God is faithful though and my prayer for 

you is that you learn, know and feel that in this coming season.  

Activity to do:  

Find something that you could enjoy together as a household at the end of the 

week, a box of chocolates, a lovely gin (over 18‘s only!), the promise of a takeaway 

or a walk together. Put a reminder of that thing or the thing itself in a prominent 

place in your house. For some not having that thing early will be a challenge, for 

others it will be justifying the time to stop and enjoy it. Promise yourself though 

at the end of the week you will enjoy that thing with your household.  

Prayer: 

Light a candle and enjoy a moment of stillness with God. If you like you can start 

with a prayer: 

Father, thank you for your love, please come and sit with me now. Amen 

If you, or people in your household, find it tricky sitting and being still with God 

try setting a timer for 2 mins to start. In a world that encourages us to always 

be on the go being still with God can take a little getting used to.  

 

Katie 
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Use this page to doodle, write, draw, etc promises that God has made, 

as a reminder of the good there has been and the good there will be.  
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Prayer bridges two metres…plus. 

 

 In Year 1 SDE (Social Distancing Era), people have been 

ingenious in devising ways by which to acknowledge or greet 

others.  I‘m trying to perfect the gracious grunt.  Grazing 

or bumping elbows is now relatively common. One enterpris-

ing company is marketing perfumed elbow grease to make 

those knowing nudges more fragrant.  Gestures and gesticu-

lations abound.  Some eager individuals have signed up for 

courses in Semaphore. As they say, ‗It‘s an ill wind…etc‘, by 

which token the flag-making industry is flying high. 

While touching is verboten, other means of ‗contact‘ are being created. How to 

cross the gap without taking any risks or breaking any rules, is the question. Go-

ahead firms, alive to the sales potential, are developing ever-more sophisticated 

‗touching sticks‘, enhanced derivatives of the glove-stuffed-with-scrunched-up-

paper-on-the-end-of-a-long-broom-handle, device.  The experience can some-

times be unsettling or startling so maybe not a good idea. Many won‘t wish to be 

touched or brushed by an artificial, alien hand. Trendy individuals perform the 

‗selfie hello‘ where you greet yourself, shake your other hand, hug yourself, with 

some difficulty slap your own back or with even greater difficulty give yourself 

a peck on the cheek, while gazing and smiling in the direction of the person 

you‘re really trying to reach, at least 78.7401575 inches away. The scientific 

term is ‗greetings transference‘ – you heard it here first. 

Seriously, one way to stay in touch is through prayer. Acknowledged and ap-

proved by the Church of England, it must be all right.  Prayer is a perfect 

bridge.  It links us with God and God with us. It can be a dynamic strand be-

tween people, an excellent, tried & tested way to stay spiritually in contact in 

the vertical and horizontal planes. Some readers may recall the slogan ‗prayer 

power works every hour‘.  There‘s no doubt about it, prayer is a wonderful, yet 

everyday, ‗phenomenon‘. 

Some points about prayer: 

• It’s portable and goes where we go.  • Practical - handy, always useful and user

-friendly.   •It‘s instantaneous & immediate. God doesn‘t keep the ‗caller upon his 

name‘ on hold as we ‗wait on the Lord‘. •Christians breathe an atmosphere of air 

and prayer.  • It‘s universal. I expect that everyone prays sometimes and in cer-

tain circumstances.    
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• Free at the point of delivery.  • It’s constant. Prayer is always available and 

accessible. 1 Thessalonians 5 v.17, ‗Pray without ceasing‘ or ‗Pray constantly‘. • 

You can pray whatever you‘re doing.  However, the usual cautions apply: don‘t 

pray with eyes shut as you walk along the street & neither do so when cycling or 

driving, particularly if your hands are together as well. • You don‘t have to be in 

church to pray. You can be elsewhere and anywhere as God is everywhere. • 

Prayer has ‗Heineken characteristics‘ which ‗refreshes the parts other beers 

cannot reach‘ – it can permeate our entire being. • Prayer in Jesus‘ name bridges 

the gulf between God and man.  • God always answers prayer.  However, some-

times God the Father‘s answer might be ‗No‘ or not the answer we want or ex-

pect from our limited perspective. • There are many ingredients in prayer includ-

ing confession, repentance, thanksgiving, praise, intercession, supplication.  It 

can be a ‗rainbow experience‘.• Through prayer the pray-ers are online to God.   • 

Prayer links us with others in a reassuring closeness.  Prayer can be the connect-

ing bridge between pray-er and prayed-for in a mysterious but real way. 

Please don‘t get the impression that I‘m a ‗prayer warrior‘, resorting to Christian 

jargon, but some at St Edward‘s are. I know of someone at church who prays 

daily for me - my message to them is ‗Thanks. Please keep it up!‘There are some 

church members who are blessedly faithful and disciplined in that department…

for the World, for Mission, for individuals.  I confess that much of my specific 

praying is of the supine variety.  I try to ‗redeem the time‘ when it takes me 

ages to drop off, or wake up during the night or slowly come round in the morn-

ing...by praying. Sometimes I just ‗rove‘, latching on to anything or anybody that 

springs to mind or swims into view! 

There‘s no shortage of prayer subject matter in this pandemic world where 

man‘s inhumanity to man(& children!) still festers, inequality still persists… even 

grows, the planet still falters and free will still takes humanity in wrong direc-

tions. 

Prayer safely defies social distancing.  Part of prayer concerns contact in the 

spiritual realm; with God and via God with those who we hold dear; families, 

friends and just our fellow human beings.  So contact is maintained (or re-

stored).  No more bruised elbows!  Let the prayin‘ take the strain!  ‗Have no anxi-

ety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiv-

ing let your requests be made to God‘.    Philippians 4 v.6. 

 

Derek Reed 
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Election of Churchwardens and Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting (APCM) 

The Election of Churchwardens and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

(APCM) are usually held at the same time.  In a ‗normal‘ year they should be 

held before 31 May however this year it has been agreed by the York Dio-

cese that they must be held by the end of November. 

The meetings for St Edward‘s will be held on Wednesday 25th November at 

7.00pm on Zoom. 

The Election of Churchwardens meeting is open to all those people whose 

names are on the Electoral Roll for the parish and persons resident in the 

parish whose names are entered on the register of local government elec-

tors.  The meeting is to elect two Churchwardens and nomination forms are 

available from the Church Office or can be sent electronically.  Completed 

nomination forms are required to be with the Vicar before the meeting. 

At the APCM only those people whose names are on the Electoral Roll are 

eligible to vote. 

This year nominations are requested for four Deanery Synod representa-

tives.  The position is for three years and again nomination forms will be 

available as above. 

There are currently five vacancies on the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and 

representatives serve for three years. 

Nomination forms for each of the above are available from the Church Of-

fice or by email from: isobelgoforth@tiscali.co.uk  paper forms can be re-

turned to me via the Church Office or sent electronically. 

Isobel Goforth, PCC Secretary 

 USPG ..Partners in Global Mission 

As the Covid figures rise again it is only too easy to get fixated on the local 

situation and to forget the impact Covid 19 is having in other na-

tions ,especially those in the global South. 

We are part of the worldwide Anglican Communion and it is good to remind 

ourselves of this by listening to their experiences. 

The USPG website provides a link to an interesting discussion entitled 

"Insights from Bangladesh and Japan "which was available in September. 

Church leaders share their experiences of being a minority faith and how 

they relate to the wider culture. 

mailto:isobegoforth@tiscali.co.uk


 

 

October's offering was "Disease Pandemics and Innovations 

in Care "which draws on the experience of the churches in 

Sierra Leone and Zimbabwe and the Co ordinating bodies of 

the Anglican churches in Africa as they handled the Ebola 

and HIV epidemics. 

Both of these webinars are well worth making time to listen 

to. 

USPG is running a Christmas campaign called Promises of Hope to support the 

church in Tanzania. 

Full details of this will be in the next copy of the Koinonia magazine which I will 

deliver to your door shortly. 

Please continue to pray for churches throughout the world, as they pray for us, 

in these unsettling times. 

Helen Dawe 

USPG  Parish Contact 
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PCC Thank you 

In some ways the Church is like an iceberg- only about 10% of what is going on is 

visible on the surface.  The Parochial Church Council is one of those incredibly 

important bodies in the life of a parish, but whose work goes unnoticed for much 

of the time.  We are very fortunate here at St Edward‘s to have such a gifted 

group of people on our PCC who bring with them a very wide range of skills and 

experience.  Whilst the key task of the PCC is to help oversee the spiritual life 

of the parish, it must also be caretaker, accountant, IT consultant, builder, 

hospitality manager, safeguarding adviser, community liaison officer and so much 

more. 

This year Derek Reed, Dorothy Reed, Angela Wheatcroft, Helen Wren,  Jim 

Cooper, Hilary Delamere, Anna Diget, Stephen Hobson and David Tooley come to 

the end of their current term.  Whilst all of them are eligible for re-election, 

Derek and Dorothy Reed, Steve Hobson and David Tooley have decided to step 

down from PCC membership.  They have each brought so much to our life 

together, and I am deeply grateful for all that they have contributed to the life 

of the Church through the PCC.   

As we look to our APCM at the end of November, could God be calling you to be 

part of our PCC for the next three years?  If so, do ask one of the current 

members what it is like to be on the PCC and then collect a nomination form from 

the Parish Office.  As someone once said- it could be you! 

Richard 
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St Edward’s Mission  

Statement 

Following Jesus we are called 

to be 

Caring, Committed  

& Courageous 
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Your God is too Small?  

Forty years ago, Claus Westermann,  a distinguished,  

Old Testament scholar, wrote a wonderful little book, 

What does the Old Testament Say about God? Now, 

the distinguished New Testament scholar, Richard 

Bauckham, has gone one step further, with his Who is 

God? Key Moments of Biblical Revelation, (Baker, 

2020) – distilling a lifetime‘s scholarship and devotion.  

Bauckham‘s  aim is not to offer a philosophical de-

fence of God - many excellent books exist to do this, 

for example, Rupert Shortt‘s Outgrowing Dawkins: 

God for Grownups (2019)  - but rather to ask ‗Who is 

the God about which the Bible speaks?‘ Further, he 

hopes to challenge and deepen our understanding of God - given the human pro-

pensity to seek to domesticate God – and ‗by God‘s grace… help some readers to 

know God better‘ (p.3).   

For Bauckham, the Bible is front and centre about the identity of God, while at 

the same time it tells the story of God and his creation, that ‗all-encompassing 

story that extends from creation in the beginning to new creation at the 

end.‘ (pp. 1-2)  

Bauckham devotes a chapter each to interpreting three key, revelatory moments 

in the Old Testament: Jacob‘s dream at Bethel (Genesis 28:10-22); the revela-

tion to Moses  at the burning  bush (Exodus 3) and the revelation to Moses on 

Mount Sinai ( Exodus 33: 17-34:8). The first reveals the Divine Presence, the 

second the Divine Name and the third, the Divine Character. Each chapter in-

cludes illuminating insights into how Jesus embodies and reconfigures such cate-

gories.   

The final chapter addresses the revelation of God as Trinity. This focuses on 

three revelatory moments around which Mark‘s gospel is structured:  the vision 

that Jesus receives at the time of his baptism (1:9-11); the transfiguration of 

Jesus on the mountain top (9:2-8) and the tearing of the veil of the temple and 

the centurion‘s confession at the end of the gospel (15:37-39).   
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Although a short and accessible work, this is best read and re-read slowly, as 

time and again it renders unfamiliar what we thought were familiar stories. This 

is done by digging deep into the multi-layered context of each episode and  lay-

ing bare  deliberate resonances with other biblical narratives. Along the way, 

Bauckham demolishes the popular  notion that the Hebrew Bible is ‗charaterized 

by vengeance and wrath, while the God of the New Testament is, by contrast, a 

God of love‘ (p61).  

In all, Bauckham, for a new generation, succeeds wonderfully  in communicating 

something of  God‘s inexhaustible and mysterious identity. As a bonus, each 

story is illustrated with ancient art work from Ethiopia, where Christianity has 

existed for 1700 years. In all, a work to ponder deeply which provides material 

for wonder, gratitude and worship. 

 

Philip Lewis phil@pjlewis.force9.co.uk  

Fairtrade 

With the current restrictions it is not possible to hold a Fair-

trade Stall before Christmas at St Edward's. 

However all is not lost...... 

Fairerwrld@aol.com enables you to place an order which will be 

delivered directly to your door. 

There is no charge for delivery . 

Catalogues of the full range of Traidcraft goods can also be had from Charlie 

and Moya. 

Phone 09591205845 to request a copy. 

Your  order  from the catalogue can then be placed through the shop. 

Payment via Bank Transfer is preferred but other methods are possible . 

Please continue to support both the shop and the producers, all of whom have 

been hard hit by Coronavirus . 

Helen Dawe and the Fairtrade team. 

mailto:phil@pjlewis.force9.co.uk


 

 

 


