
 

 



 

 

 Who’s Who in St. Edward’s  

Vicar:   Reverend Richard Carew                                    

            The Vicarage, Tadcaster Rd,                               

            Dringhouses,  

            YORK   YO24 1QG 

Email: : vicar@stedsdringhouses.org 

   Tel: 07776683254 

 

Assistant Curate:  

  Reverend Ruthi Gibbons 

   (currently on Maternity Leave) 

 

 

 

Parish Secretary: Wendy Hewitt  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

who will be in the office Monday  - Friday  

Hours: 9.00am—4.30pm (closed for lunch 1.30—2.00pm) 

 

'Registered charity no. 1131430' 
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Enquiries about baptisms, weddings or to discuss any other matter should 

be made initially to the Parish Office 01904 709111 or  

parishoffice@stedsdringhouses.org 

Postal address:  The Parish Office 

                         Tadcaster Road 

                         YORK, Y024 1QG 

 

St Edward’s Mission Statement 

Following Jesus we are called to be 

Caring, Committed & Courageous 

mailto:vicar@stedsdringhouses.org
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Waiting well… 

In recent weeks my wife Rachael and I have done an awful 

lot of waiting around- waiting for doctors‘ appointments; 

waiting for scans; waiting for results; waiting for treat-

ment.  Whilst the care that we have received from the 

NHS has been fantastic, there is still a lot of waiting… 

 

Waiting has always been part of life.  And in the last few 

months that sense of life being on pause for all of us and 

waiting for some semblance of normality to resume has only been increasing.  As 

I write, the ‗Rule of Six‘ has just come in to force and so we find ourselves wait

- ing again for the next pronouncements about how life will be for us, all the 

time longing for an easing of lockdown, the manufacturing of a vaccine, and a 

time when life can be lived more freely and without anxiety. 

 

Over the centuries, the People of God have had a lot of practice of waiting.  

When they were slaves in Egypt, they had to wait for 400 years before Moses 

appeared on the scene to lead them out.  Throughout the Old Testament there 

is a sense of longing for the Messiah to come and to put right all that is wrong 

with the world.  And following the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus we 

find ourselves waiting again for that time when Jesus will return to bring peace 

and justice on the earth.  So what does it look like to wait well? 

 

My favourite prophet in the Old Testament is Jeremiah.  He lived at another 

time of waiting when the People of God had been taken into exile in Babylon and 

were waiting for God to rescue them and bring them home again.  Very few lis-

tened to Jeremiah.  Those who did listen didn‘t like what he said and he ended 

up in prison.  And yet he kept on pointing people to God and doggedly sticking to 

his mission in spite of the hardships- like a sort of Old Testament Eeyore. 
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His basic message was that the People of God were in for a long wait before 

they would return home- 70 years in fact.  So how on earth were they supposed 

to wait well?  Jeremiah gives us three principles that still hold good today. 

 

Firstly, the People of God needed to acknowledge the reality of the situation in 

which they found themselves.  It can be very easy to wish things were different, 

but ultimately we do need to engage with how life is now, or we can miss out on 

what God is doing even in the bleakest of times.  For the People of God in exile, 

that meant building homes, getting married, having children- even in exile.   

 

Secondly they were to seek the good of the place in which they lived.  It was no 

good simply withdrawing and becoming a ‗holy huddle‘ hoping that God would 

somehow lift them out of the situation, but rather they were to be a blessing to 

those around them as a sign of the presence of God in their midst. 

 

Thirdly they were to look to God, knowing that God had a plan for them, a plan to 

give them hope and a future. As we continue our journey through what has been 

such a traumatic year for so many, I wonder what it looks like for us to look to 

God and to find in Him healing for the hurts and disappointments of the past, 

new life in the present and a fresh hope for the future. 

 

In the midst of the ever changing landscape, the anxiety and the 

disappointments, I pray that we will indeed have a sense of God with us, 

particularly when life seems so strange and the way ahead so uncertain.  As we 

look to God, may we be given strength to wait well with God and with one 

another, longing for that day when we will return from our own current version 

of exile, resting in the knowledge that God is the one who knows the future, 

and in Him there is always hope. 

Richard 
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Fast Fashion and Fairtrade 

 

When Coronavirus took hold in the UK, some UK fashion brands cancelled 

orders from factories around the world. Millions of the people who make 

clothes and shoes were laid off. Many have still not been paid for the work 

they have done. 

Traidcraft began a campaign to 

name and shame the big companies 

who were complicit  in this exploita-

tion. Over 14,700 joined in by send-

ing e-mails to the companies. Some 

brands ,including Tesco and Next ,have now agreed to pay suppliers for fin-

ished goods but others are still refusing. 

 

Clothing has always been linked to sweatshops...think of the conditions in the 

East End of London, around Petticoat Lane, right up to the 1970‘s and fast 

forward to the appalling conditions in Bangladesh revealed in the Rana  Plaza 

disaster when a garment factory collapsed. 

Pressure by a coalition of Development and Mission agencies, including 

USPG, has resulted in better working conditions in Bangladesh but have 

also highlighted the links to modern day slavery elsewhere. 

 

People are becoming more aware of the impact fast fashion has on climate 

change and landfill. Oxfam has promoted Second Hand September, but 

maybe this needs extending to the rest of the year. 

 

Lockdown has given us an opportunity to de-clutter and the Charity Shops 

are now open again. Perhaps it is time for us to visit and restock our ward-

robes with ―preloved‖ clothes ...and when we are in the fashion shops to ask a 

few pertinent questions about their trading patterns. 

 

Helen Dawe 
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Great Yorkshire Creature Count 

The state of nature on our doorsteps 

 

On the 20th and 21st June 2020, people from all over 

Yorkshire counted the wildlife on their doorsteps within a 

24 hour timeframe; out of their windows, and in their 

gardens, window boxes and yards. Stones were turned 

over, ponds were investigated, and flowerbeds and lawns 

were explored as participants in Yorkshire Wildlife 

Trust‘s first ever Great Yorkshire Creature Count 

discovered the often overlooked flora and fauna that share our residential 

spaces. 

A huge thank you to everyone who took part and helped us to show how 

important gardens are for Yorkshire‘s wildlife. We released the results of this 

24-hour Count on 1st August, which is Yorkshire Day, to properly 

celebrate the wildlife that was spotted in Yorkshire‘s wild patches. 

During the 24 hours… 

 13,638 observations were made 

 1,471 species were counted 

 757 individuals submitted observations 

 

 4,500 people took part in the Great Yorkshire Creature Count and 718 

individuals submitted records on the i Naturalist website. 

 In the post-Count survey and out of 3998 respondents, 51% had a 

garden, 48% had a yard, and 1% had a window-box, a balcony or no 

outdoor space. 

 66% of participants were in urban areas, while were 34% in more rural 

locations. 
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Top Ten Most Recorded Species:  

1. Blackbird 

2. Wood pigeon 

3. House sparrow 

4. Marmalade hover fly 

5. Dunnock 

6. Common rough woodlouse 

7. Goldfinch 

8. Garden snail 

9. Collared dove 

10. Robin 

 

To read the results in full visitywt.org.uk/great-

yorkshire-creature-count-results-2020.  

Submitted by Hetti Lawrence 

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust 

ywt.org.uk  

Blackbird by  Amy Lewis 

House Sparrow by  Amy Lewis 

Buff-tailed Bumblebee by John 

Hawkins 
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Poems by Stanley Birch 

Bind me to you Lord 

 

Bind me to you Lord 

 

true yoke fellow serving you 

 

to gather in the lost 

 

through deeds of love and grace 

 

to hasten the great day 

 

when Christ, as promised, shall return 

 

to rule in triumph over all the earth 

 

and peace justice and truth 

 

shall flow like an unending stream 

 

refreshing, renewing all manner of 

 

God‘s creation 
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Chosen in Christ  

 

Chosen in Christ to be His faithful witness, 

 

chosen in Christ to do His blessed will. 

 

Chosen in Christ in times of grave distress; 

 

with many lives in bitter turmoil, 

 

facing problems very hard to bear. 

 

Yet in the Saviour there is found an answer 

 

to satisfy every human need. 

 

Let us rise to the occasion 

 

And outstretch a helping hand to those we find in need. 

 

We shall know the hand of God upon us 

 

And the joy of serving our beloved Redeemer 

 

In whose service is pure delight. 
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September at York Foodbank 
 

As you will read elsewhere in The Porch, the 

season of Harvest Festival is upon us and it‘s 

one of the opportunities during the year to 

build up the stock of food in the Foodbank 

Warehouse.  In normal years schools have 

their own harvest festival collection for the 

Foodbank but we are uncertain whether teach-

ers, with their additional responsibilities due to the pandemic, will undertake 

organising a collection.  Therefore, church donations will be even more impor-

tant this year. We anticipate an increased demand in the next few months as 

the unemployment rate rises. 

 

The list of urgently needed items is in the Harvest Festival article but I 

thought this would be a good opportunity to remind you of items that are regu-

larly given to our clients:- 

 

  

 Cereal    Soup 

 Tinned fish and meat   Tinned fruit and vegetables 

 Pasta sauce   Pasta/rice 

 Powdered milk   Long-life fruit juice 

 Tea    Coffee 

 Biscuits   Jam 

 Sponge puddings  Tinned rice pudding 

  

 

As extras we like to include chocolate and, when we have supplies, we will offer 

nappies, toilet rolls, toiletries, cleaning products and pet food.   

 

I hope this gives plenty of options.  We are constantly surprised by the gener-

osity of York folk and you can be assured that your contributions will be given 

to people in need of help.  You can bring donations to church or put them in the 

collection points at supermarkets. 

 

Thank you 

Margaret  
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The Porch ‘Online’ 

The Porch remains online only for the time being, and paper copies can be 
printed on demand, by contacting the Parish Office. 

This is in line with the latest Church of England directive: 

‗Coronavirus COVID-19 may live on paper and cardboard surfaces for up to 24 
hours, and so any paper delivery represents a transmission risk. For this reason, 
parishes are encouraged to look to digital communication, and telephone calls to 
keep in touch.‘ 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2004973?query=featured_home
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 Communion in Company  

Meet on the first 

Wednesday of each month 

in the chancel area.  

Praying in Company will 

then meet on the following Wednes-

days.  

Please do join us. 
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A Day in a Life of St Edward’s Youth Workers 

 

Our two new youth workers started with us at St Edward‘s at the beginning of 

September. It is a bit of a stretch for them to describe their ‗typical‘ day on 

day three (!), but I went to meet them to chat about their ‗journey‘ to St Ed‘s 

and some of their plans going forwards.  They have already done a brief cameo 

for our family service in September, so let‘s find out more! 

Helen Cross – Youth Worker 

 

Helen, tell me a bit about yourself. 

I was born and educated in Sussex, though I 

have many family connections in Bolton across 

‗the other side‘.  In fact, my family tree is a bit 

complicated! I trained as a teacher at Bedford 

University and started working in Milton Keynes.  It was here that I met my 

husband Kerron.  We have two girls, Caoimhe and Esther.  I have a real love of 

Celtic names, but after spending years spelling and pronouncing Caoimhe‘s 

name for other people, we opted for a slightly less complex name for our sec-

ond child!  I also have a stepdaughter, Blythe, and we moved north to be 

closer to her, hence our connection with York.  My husband Kerron used to 

work at Bishopthorpe Palace and so we attended St Andrew‘s Church initially. 

However, our connection with the Carew family brought us here to St Ed-

ward‘s.   

 

Have you always had a heart for young people? 

I have been a teacher for ten years and have covered many different age 

groups and just love to see children thrive and grow into positive and hopeful 

young people.  Aside from the formal teaching, I have always loved just chat-

ting with the pupils at school and getting to know them.   
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How did you come to apply for the post of Youth Worker? 

Throughout my own life, I have had changes of directions and experiences of 

the unexpected where I believe that God has been guiding me.  Until this sum-

mer, I worked at the Minster School and its closure meant that I was seeking 

a new direction – and I saw this job advertised.  Here was another case of God 

closing a door and opening a window. I really felt that it was the right thing to 

do in applying. 

 

How would you describe your own Christian journey? 

Underway!  I was a Christian at school, and I studied A-level Religious Studies 

with a group of various disparate friends ranging from an atheist to a Hare 

Krishna.  What fascinated me was that the very reasons they argued for the 

non-existence of God, were the very reasons why I believed!  I really do love 

talking about faith. 

 

Major FanDom? 

I am a Whovian.  I love Doctor Who – so if you think you are a geek – I‘ll raise 

you! 

 

Jacob Thomson – Assistant Youth Worker 

 

Jacob, tell me a bit about yourself. 

I was born and educated in Gloucestershire.  My mum is a Christian and so I 

went to church with her.  However, by the age of 14 I simply became disaf-

fected and left the church.  However, it seems that God had other plans!  I 

went to College to study Sport and Exercise Science.  It was during this time 

that a friend had been praying for me to come to know Jesus and it was last 

March that I finally got the message! I had heard of The Belfrey‘s intern pro-

gramme for training Youth Workers and I felt this was the direction for me.  

However, it was quite a step to leave my plans to go to University, but I am 

sure that it was the right thing to do. 
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Have you always had a heart for young people? 

Well, I am still pretty young myself! I have always recognised the difficulty of 

living a life for God at a young age, and have ex-

perienced walking away from the church first-

hand, and so I have been interested in helping 

young people in their personal journey with 

Christ ever since I received him for myself! 

However, I felt that God was seeking to develop 

my skills as an evangelist, and the year that I 

have spent at The Belfrey has helped to confirm 

that calling.  I am now a Leadership Year Intern 

on the Evangelism Team which involves practical 

training at the church and theological training 

with the School of Theology run by St Hild.  

 

How did you come to apply for the post of Youth Worker? 

The Youth Worker at the church I am interning at was told about the post for 

this position and recommended me, and so through prayer and discernment I 

joined in with Richard and the team at St Ed's to ask the Lord about whether to 

apply! As it turns out it was the right timing and the correct opportunity for me 

to step into youth leadership at this church. I am really looking forward to get-

ting to know the young people here at St Ed‘s! 

 

How would you describe your own Christian journey? 

I feel that the experience of my disaffection at 14 has given me an insight into 

why young people walk away from God.  Whilst still ‗young‘ in terms of my Chris-

tian faith, I feel I have learnt and experienced a great deal in the past couple of 

years and I have a real heart for evangelism. So, like Helen, I would describe 

myself as ‗underway‘ as we really never stop learning and developing. 
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Major FanDom? 

I am a massive Star Wars fan – despite generally not being a lover of science fic-

tion! 

 

So, what plans do you both have for Youth at St Ed’s? 

Well – these first two weeks are an important time of fact finding for us – but 

we have already been writing a plan through to 2022!  There is no doubt that this 

age of coronavirus means that our young people also need a great deal of support 

– and we think that is an initial vital role.  

 

One of our plans is to connect with the wider youth networks in the city, so that 

we don‘t re-invent the wheel or step on toes, but work collaboratively.   

 

In terms of here, we can see that our young people have enormous potential and 

we believe in the benefit 

of developing young lead-

ers.  So, we have lots of 

ideas about services, holi-

day club and youth groups 

and we need to prayer-

fully consider the way 

forward.  However, we can 

tell you that we are really very excited to be here! 

 

Helen: Thank you Helen and Jacob.  We are also excited to have you both with 

us and will be praying for you and our young people over the coming weeks and 

months.  

Interview with Helen Wren 
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An outing in the pandemic 

 

One of the great blessings for Geoff and me during the pandemic as lockdown 

eased slightly has been our car and since various attractions opened up, we've 

enjoyed some interesting outings.  On 1 September, we visited Wentworth Cas-

tle Gardens, near Barnsley, open to the public by the National Trust a year ago.  

The house, with a separate entrance and car park, is currently home to the 

Northern College, which supports students without formal qualifications 

Previously, the gardens had been run by an independent trust and Geoff and I 

had visited some years ago.  At first, a one way system through the front gar-

dens and seats turned backwards into the hedge 

to allow social distancing ,reminded us that life 

has changed dramatically since our last visit.  

However, once we'd left the front garden, we 

could wander at will through the rest of the 

grounds. 

There are two significant garden buildings.  One 

is the walled Stainborough  Castle,  an impres-

sive large folly surrounded by walls, the other a 

superb Victorian conservatory. Some may re-

member that it appeared on a BBC TV pro-

gramme called Restoration, which I was shocked 

to discover from Google was first broadcast in 2003.  It featured buildings and 

monuments at serious risk and viewers voted to save one of them, which turned 

out to be swimming baths in Manchester.  Fortunately, the trustees managed to 

get their own funding for Wentworth's conservatory, mainly from the EU 

(remember them?) and the heritage lottery.  This photo inside the conservatory 

entrance shows the terrible state the building had got into and the other taken 

the day of our visit, shows it alive with stunning plants.   



 

 

Nature and beautiful 

buildings are restorative, 

and the theme of resto-

ration appears through-

out the bible. Probably 

the most loved example 

is Psalm 23. 'He leads me 

by still waters, he re-

stores my soul' remind-

ing us that God is in 

charge, nothing is too 

difficult for Him and though at the moment we feel we are in the valley of the 

shadow, nothing can separate us from his love.   

Another notable feature also spoke to 

me of hope in the pandemic. The obelisk, 

the Sun Monument is dedicated to a lo-

cal author and traveller Lady Mary 

Wortley Montague, and is the first ever 

landscape monument to a non-royal living 

woman (at the time of construction) The 

inscription reveals why she was so hon-

oured - she introduced an early 

smallpox vaccine to Britain. The 

monument was a reminder that  a 

deadly scourge like smallpox now 

totally eradicated via vaccination. 
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The gardens had attractive autumn flowering crocuses and hydrangeas when we 

visited but are most famous in the Spring, for their azaleas and magnolias. 

There are also bluebell woods in the parkland, which has various additional walks. 

We aim to visit again then when we hope it will be safe to fill the two remaining 

seats in the car. 

Fact file (correct early September) 

Journey time: approx 45 minutes 

Directions: Less than a 10-minute drive via clear brown signs from junction 37 of 

the M1. 

Opening times: open daily except Christmas 

Book via National Trust website (slots appear on Fri-

days). Members need to book free tickets, free ad-

mission also to RHS members. 

Cafe: open for takeaway, or to eat inside.  (Masks needed to order at counter, 

but not elsewhere on site) 

Picnics also permitted on tables near the entrance or with a rug on the huge 

lawn.  However, don't make Geoff's mistake that the lawn provides a short cut 

back to the car park as there's a large ha ha wall at the bottom! 

Accessibility: though some paths are wheelchair friendly, the whole site is on a 

slope.  There is an accessible toilet within the toilet block. 

Children: the recent playground looks very impressive but wasn't yet open on our 

visit.  However, they may well enjoy hide and seek in the 'rooms' of the Union 

Jack garden and exploring the castle folly or the twisting paths of the fern gar-

den 

Gill Stamp 

Have you been on a ‘new normal’ visit recently.  If you have then please 

send it to The Porch porch@stedsdringhouses.org 
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Quotes from the Friendship Book 

A Thought for each Day 



 

 

Kids Corner 

 

As I write this we‘re about to start the new school year and our new Youth 

Workers have just joined our St Edward‘s family. The way that we engage with 

families and young people in the church has changed a lot in the last 6 months 

and we have to be confident in what we‘re doing, what our calling is and who we 

are in Jesus. So in Promise we have carried on finding out about David, but this 

time his reign as a King. David has a certain amount of confidence in his calling to 

be King of Israel and that comes from trusting that God has chosen him. Some-

times that‘s hard for us to do though, so may I encourage you to write down the 

following verse: 

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge 

and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may 

be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of right-

eousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 

(Philippians 1:9-11)  

And put it next to a mirror in your house that you will look at daily, pray this for 

yourself and for others that you know who may be struggling to have that confi-

dence that they are God‘s children and that He guides them. 

 

David made a lot of mistakes though too, and we‘ve been learning ways of talking 

to God in Promise. Asking Him for things, thanking Him for things and saying 

sorry. We need to say sorry daily to God, not just for His benefit but for ours. 

Letting go and moving on from mistakes is hard to do so here‘s a suggestion for a 

simple way of praying  that you‘re sorry. Next time you wash your hands (and let‘s 

face it we‘re all doing that a lot at the moment) think while you‘re applying soap 

about the things that you hold onto that you would like to say sorry for and give 

to God. Then as you turn on the tap and wash the soap away try saying this 

prayer: 

Father, I do things wrong but help me to see them, say sorry and let them go. As 

this soap washes away, take my guilt and shame with it. Thank you for loving me 

and seeing me as you made me, help me to see that too. Amen 
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Keeping singing in Lockdown 

By Peter Wheatcroft 

 

Zoom?  GoToMeeting, Google Meet, FaceTime, WhatsApp and YouTube - the 

world has suddenly become a place where people interact using technology 

rather than in person.  It makes you nostalgic for the days when you could use 

the phone or email a friend to arrange to meet in town! 

But today‘s ‗new normal‘ where people need to stay 

apart from each other has other consequences, most 

keenly felt at community events with theatres closed 

and where you can‘t even sing in church.  The last live 

productions I worked on before lockdown were for 

the Community Choir Festival hosted by the Joseph 

Rowntree Theatre in March, featuring 28 choirs 

singing at 7 concerts.  These were well attended and 

supported by a growing number of choirs of all sizes, 

now no longer able to perform together - except over 

the internet, which introduces some interesting chal-

lenges.  These challenges are both social and techni-

cal, neither of which can be fully overcome as choirs 

are basically a communal activity, not performances made in isolation.  There 

have been attempts to arrange music at a distance by getting singers to per-

form their parts individually and then stitch them all together to form a choir - 

Gareth Malone has done just that for his series The Choir: Singing for Britain. 

This turned the normal tasks of a conductor and arranger on its head and in-

stead required a considerable logistical contribution aided, of course, by sophis-

ticated technology.  Not only do individual performances need to be commis-

sioned and recorded but also assembled into a coherent whole in the studio, not 

on a live stage.  Most of us will have experienced the lip-sync and dropout prob-

lems that come with trying to work in real time over the internet which exhibits 

a factor known as latency - basically a time difference between cause and ef-

fect. Gareth‘s project was no exception and whilst his team found software that 

could calculate the different latency delays for each performer and then syn-

chronise them, that wasn‘t the only challenge which would have been experi-

enced.  
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For example, the Rolling Stones put on a live concert in April that showed how 

difficult it was for even four experienced musicians to play together when they 

were working over the internet - they experienced delays between playing and 

hearing each other‘s instruments of between 100 milliseconds and 250 millisec-

onds which made it almost impossible to keep in time.  It was reported that 

Charlie Watts had to mime playing his drums to avoid what would otherwise have 

been a disjointed performance: one of the challenges of using something like 

Zoom which was never designed to allow a group to perform from different 

places. 

It can also be a problem where the band supporting a live production isn‘t even 

located in the same auditorium as the performers on stage and engineering this 

type of event takes both musical and technical skill in order to get good results.  

Plus it makes it difficult for the performers to get and receive cues when the 

musicians are elsewhere, but at least all the musicians are playing together! 

A further drawback of stitching together different performances is that of 

reverberation, which is the time it takes for a sound to die away - the longer it 

takes, the more ‗hollow‘ the sound seems.  When a choir sing together in a venue, 

the reverberation time affects them all equally, whereas when they are singing 

in their own homes or garden sheds, the different reverberation time of each 

part can make the resulting composite sound peculiar.  Reverberation can be 

added electronically to any given musical part, a standard studio production 

technique, but unfortunately it cannot be subtracted. So even if you send in a 

brilliant performance but it sounds like it was recorded in your bathroom, it 

won‘t be used!  Some early production techniques favoured by Motown, Muscle 

Shoals and other recording studios in the USA used bare surfaces and strange 

shaped rooms to impart reverberation to chorus lines which would today be re-

corded ‗dry‘ and then an appropriate amount of reverberation added.  If you 

think that a typical studio might have a reverberation time of 0.5 seconds but 

that York Minster stretches to 8.5 seconds at some frequencies, anything re-

corded in these two locations will sound distinctly odd even if they are perfectly 

synchronised in the final mix.  

So whilst technology has enabled us to keep in touch over the internet, the laws 

of physics do not yet allow us to replace choirs and musical ensembles since their 

main purpose is to be a communal activity.  And arranging to have a coffee over 

Zoom will never feel the same as doing the real thing. 



 

 

Remember Harvest?! 

 

Yes, it‘s still happening – but not as we know it!! 

This year Harvest Sunday at St. Ed‘s is October 4th – and though it will be dif-

ferent from other years due to – (well I think you know the reason!) – we will 

still be accepting food donations. 

In fact this year, more than ever, York Foodbank and Carecent are in need of 

food donations. The Coronavirus pandemic, 

with all its implications, including loss of jobs 

and the cessation of the furlough scheme 

means there is a real urgency for food dona-

tions. Added to this we will not be involving 

the local school this year, so your donations 

will be doubly appreciated. 

 

York Foodbank is still providing food parcels to families in need and Carecent 

have never missed a day, throughout lockdown, in providing packed lunches to 

their customers. 

Therefore we are appealing for donations of tinned and dried foods – lists below. 

Any donations can be delivered to church (the 

blue tubs will be in the café area!) from Monday 

September 14th – Monday October 5th. That final 

Monday will definitely be the last day to drop 

items off. There will then be a 3-day quarantine, 

before we sort and deliver the food. 
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York Foodbank Needs: 

 

Coffee 

Sponge puddings 

Tinned rice puddings/custard 

Tinned meat (especially stew/curry/Bolognese) 

Powdered milk 

Instant mash 

Shampoo and deodorant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carecent Needs: 

 

Individual packs of crisps 

Packs of individual chocolate biscuit bars 

Packs of individual juice cartons 

Packs of sliced cheese, ham, corned beef (with a reasonable use by date) 

 

Thank you SO MUCH for your generosity, once again, in providing for those most 

vulnerable in our city. 

Faith, Margaret, Max, Michael. 
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Book Review 

 

Phoebe: A Story  

by Paula Gooder 

 

Paula Gooder is Chancellor of St Paul‘s Cathedral, a Biblical 

scholar, popular speaker and writer. She may be known to 

you through her books for Advent and Lent. Her main area 

of scholarship and research is the writings of Paul, and her 

passion has always been to make the Bible more interesting 

and accessible to the average person in the pew. 

 

―Phoebe‖ marks a departure from her usual style and is 

both novel and innovative in how it presents Paul‘s message 

in its historical, political and religious context. 

 

The first half of the book reads like a novel, though Gooder claims it is not a 

novel, because she is not a novelist. She calls it ―a story‖. It is set in or around 

AD56 when Paul is believed to have written his letter, and entrusted it to 

Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchrae, for delivery to Rome. Very little is 

known about this woman, but Gooder creates an interesting story to help us un-

derstand how the early believers in Rome might have started out and how they 

functioned as a ―church‖. She also describes the pressures and problems that 

impacted on the early church, and how Paul responded to these in his letters. 

 

The second half of the book is made up of notes which support each chapter, 

giving historical background, relevant research and opinion of scholars over the 

years. The book is rigorously researched. 
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I learned a great deal about First Century Rome and even more about the early 

church. I found myself constantly thinking, ―Oh, that‘s who he/she was‖, or 

―That‘s why he was saying this, that or the other‖. It made me reconsider my 

view of Paul and want to learn more about him. More than anything, it reminded 

me that these were real people, with real lives and very real challenges, just like 

us. The revolutionary and inclusive message of Paul, that God invites any and all 

of us to be part of his kingdom, is just as relevant today as it was then. 

 

Linda Sykes 

Ann Hardy 

You may not have heard that Ann Hardy died at her home in Wheldrake very 

recently.  

Isabel Young got in touch with the Girlings  who knew Ann well from her active 

days at Saint Edward's. Andrew Girling was a previous vicar at St Edward's 

Church. 

Very soon after she joined our fellowship at St. Edward‘s, Ann began to make a 

very valued contribution to our life and worship. It was not long before she was 

elected to the P.C C. where she made an incisive contribution to discussions. 

This was particularly true when we were having to decide about an extension to 

the church. As we went forward with the project her eye for detail and practi-

calities was a great help. Her experience of catering also meant much when we 

were making alterations to the hall kitchen. 

Ann also served as Deputy Church Warden for some time and ensured that all 

was done well and efficiently in preparation of services. Among her many under-

takings then was the organisation of the Flower Festival and the Mansion House 

Dinner. She also did much in support of the Scout Group especially in raising 

funds. Latterly after nursing her mother with alzheimers she joined the Alz-

heimers Society and at the University helped to train people who were caring 

for patients with this terrible disease. Ann did not have an easy life but un-

doubtedly she will be well rewarded in the presence of God‘s eternal love. 

Andrew Girling 
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Following on from Linda‘s article in the last Porch on worldwide worship in Peru, 

Helen Dawe has written about her experience of worship in Zimbabwe. 

www. Worldwide Worship – in Zimbabwe 

In remembering times of worship in Zimbabwe, what is most prominent in my 

memory is the sense of gratitude that underpinned 

every experience. Prayers always began with a 

thanksgiving for the gift of life...not surprising 

when most people could recall the HIV pandemic 

which swept through their families and communi-

ties and reduced life expectancy to 34 years. I was 

so moved at my friend Lucy‘s birthday party when 

virtually every speech began by thanking God for her long life. 

 

The time that I was in Zimbabwe, as a volunteer with USPG in 2012, was the fi-

nal year of the ‗Exile‘. Mugabe had seized all the church buildings and Anglican 

worship was either in churches borrowed from other denominations, in tents or 

in the open air. All gatherings were huge; a 1000 people was commonplace. 

 

At St Mary‘s Chitungawasa, a large patterned cloth was spread on the floor at 

the front of the church to receive the Thanksgiving offering. Members came 

forward to place a gift when they wanted to give thanks for a new baby, a job or 

another positive life experience. Then later in the service the main offering was 

received. Teenagers in their best clothes, stood at the front holding matching 

carrier bags from a large Department store in town. In order (and guess who 

came first), people came from the congregation to place their gifts. Men, women 

and the young people all gave something.As soon as the service ended, there was 

a rush to stack the plastic garden chairs and dismantle the drapes so all could be 

loaded on a truck and the church made ready for the Presbyterians who kindly 

loaned the building. 
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At Mabvuko, which was another high-density area, worship was in a marquee...and 

the tent poles were striped with the correct Liturgical colour for the season.(I 

am thinking that we could adopt this idea and have liturgically correct coloured 

masks) 

 

I was there for a Baptism. A green plastic bowl sat on 

a white garden chair to act as the Font, but never 

was a service conducted with more joy and reverence 

as Stacey was welcomed into the life of the church. 

Her godmother was smartly dressed in her Mothers‘ 

Union uniform. 

 

Finally, I celebrated Christmas at St Mary Magdalene 

at Avondale...back in our own building after Mugabe was finally defeated in the 

courts. A predominantly white congregation, gathered at 7.30am, sang tradi-

tional Christmas carols from the BBC 

Songs of Praise Hymn book and there 

was also a crib and a Christmas tree. 

Later that day we joined with the Shona 

congregation who had been rejoicing 

with drums and dancing, to share in a 

BBQ in glorious sunshine. 

 

Three different experiences of worship but each one celebrating a God who had 

been faithful in times when the situation seemed very bleak. 

 

Helen Dawe  
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FAIRTRADE NEWS 

 

Fairtrade outlets can take many shapes and forms. 

Who would have thought that L‘Occitane ,a smart beauty 

shop ,on Petergate would have a strong commitment to trading 

fairly with their producers in Provence, Corsica and Burkino 

Faso. The latter was a French colony in West Africa and is a major producer of 

Shea Butter. 

They define Fairtrade in the following way: 

‖Fairtrade is about stable prices and incomes, decent working conditions, 

empowering farmers and workers and  ensuring they get a fair share of the 

profits from their produce. It means supporting producers, helping to improve 

the quality of their lives,  building a sustainable future for them and their 

families and caring about people and the planet‖ 

This is a wider definition of Fairtrade and their products do not carry the 

familiar Fairtrade logo as they are not accredited through the Fairtrade 

Foundation but they are one of a growing number of companies of which Taylors/

Yorkshire Tea are another, that trade well with their producers, providing 

additional support to enhance their communities . 

L‘Occitane  sign long term non-exclusive contracts with their producers in 

Burkino Faso, Corsica and France. In the recent Covid 19 lockdowns they 

continued to pay their workers in Burkina Faso despite having to close down the 

shea butter processing plant. 

For the farmers they provide down payments when needed and provide family 

support as they pride themselves on knowing the farmers personally and working  

with them throughout the year. 

Working through a range of French NGO‘s  over 32,000 women in rural areas are 

supported by the provision of micro finance as well as training to become 

entrepreneurs. Education for girls is also promoted. Since 2013 L‘Occitane has 

been recognised by the UN Development Programme for its work in Burkino Faso. 

What a contrast to the recent revelations about the supply chains for High 

Street fashions . 

So you can shop with a clear conscience and enjoy that long soak in the bath! 

Helen Dawe 
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An Almost Ordinary Life 

By John Young 

 

…over the past few years I‘ve been scribbling notes on my life. I‘ve called this 

memoir An almost ordinary life with the sub-heading An (open) love letter to my 

grandchildren’s grandchildren. Following are a couple of extracts. 

* 

Before their ordination, Ordinands go away together for a 3-4 day retreat. It‘s 

usual for the retreat conductor to preach at the Ordination Service, which is of 

course led by a bishop or archbishop. Archbishop John Habgood very kindly in-

vited me to lead an ordination retreat and to preach at the Ordination Service in 

a very packed York Minster. A huge privilege – and a bit scary!  

At my own ordination retreat, way back in 1964, I met and got to know Charles 

Hutton, a fellow ordinand. He was older than me and had served as a wing com-

mander in the RAF. He hadn‘t been particularly ‗religious‘ but when he was recov-

ering from flu, he picked up a copy of the New English Bible (recently published), 

which his wife had bought.  

As he read the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles, Charles came to the convic

- tion that the resurrection of Jesus really did happen. This was based on his ex-

perience as a young but senior British officer in a Japanese prisoner-of-war 

camp. He told me that in the camps rumours would circulate and false hopes 

would be raised e.g. the Americans are on their way to rescue us. When hopes 

were dashed, the men became even more demoralised.  

Charles knew better than most, that demoralised people are not creative people. 

As he read the New Testament he recognised the defeated spirit of the first 

disciples. Their hopes had died when Jesus died. Yet they went on to launch the 

biggest movement in all history – the Christian Church. Charles realised that 

there was only one event that could create the energy and courage in those men 

who had so recently experienced defeat and depression. It is summed up in the 

great Easter affirmation…  

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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A rapist/murderer on the loose? 

I have a huge admiration for Samaritans, which was founded by an Anglican vicar. 

For some years my wife was a Samaritan in York, so I know the brilliant - and 

challenging – work that the volunteers do. After a night shift, Isabel used to go 

straight from the small Samaritans office to a full day in the classroom. It‘s in 

the light of that admiration that I recount the following incident… 

When I was a college chaplain/lecturer, a colleague asked if we could talk about 

a male postgraduate student whom I had got to know quite well. Philip was very 

strong academically, but he was a troubled soul. He longed for a girlfriend, but 

was having little success. Sometimes he got very angry about the unfairness of 

life.  

My colleague wanted to tell me in confidence that he (the colleague, not the stu-

dent) was a Samaritan. He went on to tell me that Philip often rang the Samari-

tans‘ office - his voice was distinctive and easy to recognise.One night he had 

phoned and said that he was thinking of raping, or even murdering, the first 

young woman he came across. 

 

I appreciated my colleague‘s dilemma. He knew full well that he was breaking the 

Samaritans‘ vital confidentiality code by telling me this. But his motives were 

sound: what if Philip acted on these impulses? And of course, while I was bound 

by the confidentiality called for in a private conversation, I was not bound by 

the Samaritans‘ code - for I was not a Samaritan. Nor was I bound by the confi-

dentiality of the confessional, as my colleague was not confessing anything he 

had done. 

 

However, Philip himself had done nothing wrong - thus far. Even if I was inclined 

to tell the police (which - rightly or wrongly - I wasn‘t) they can‘t keep a 24/7 

watch on the basis of every fear or suspicion. And nor could I. All I could do was 

keep in touch with Philip and attempt to monitor his moods. Was I right? What 

would you have done? This illustrates the kind of dilemma that clergy - and oth-

ers too, of course - face from time to time. 

Postscript: Philip‘s postgraduate course at college was for just one year. We 

eventually lost touch, but I did hear that he had married. 

Note: for obvious reasons I have changed some names throughout my memoir. So 

these notes on my life and times contain a mixture of actual names and names 

created by me to ensure privacy and confidentiality.   John 
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Hello from Dringhouses Library! 

 

 

 

 

 

I‘m delighted to tell anyone who hadn‘t already heard that we are open once 

more, as of Monday 7 September!  

 

Please come and visit us to browse some books or use a computer. As you might 

expect, things will look a little different in the library and we have certain re-

strictions in place to keep us safe in line with government guidelines. 

We ask that everyone who is able wear a mask while in the library. 

We have a limit of 6 customers inside at one time, so thank you in advance for 

your patience if this means you have to queue! 

 

We have computer access available, but due to social distancing restrictions only 

one PC, so we advise you book in advance, either via our website https://

pcbookings.exploreyork.org.uk/signup/Logon.asp or call the library on 01904 

552674 and we can book for you. 

 

Opening times are slightly different, as all Explore libraries are closing at 5pm 

during this phase of reopening. Our full opening hours are: 

 

Monday: 2pm - 5pm 

Tuesday: 9.30am – 12.30pm and 2pm – 5pm 

Wednesday: Closed 

Thursday: 9.30am – 12.30pm and 2pm – 5pm 

Friday: 2pm – 5pm 

Saturday: 9.30am – 1pm 

 

https://pcbookings.exploreyork.org.uk/signup/Logon.asp
https://pcbookings.exploreyork.org.uk/signup/Logon.asp
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Our events programme is all online at the moment and we have an exciting pro-

gramme planned for the autumn. You can sign up on our website for regular up-

dates and booking information www.exploreyork.org.uk/were-back 

 

There are no in-person events occurring in the library at present, but there is 

lots of info on our website, with ebooks that multiple people can borrow for 

reading groups, ideas for activities for children and online storytimes, plus you 

can access family history websites like Ancestry and Find my Past for free from 

home, with just your library card. 

 

We hope to open up more in the New Year, with the reintroduction of events, 

but of course this will depend on the developing situation. Please check the web-

site for updates. 

 

I hope to see you all again soon, do pop in to see our new-look library! 

 

Lucy 

 

 

http://www.exploreyork.org.uk/were-back


 

 

 




