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Mi ion S a emen

Following Jesus we are called to be
Caring, Committed & Courageous

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where
they will not be judged by the colour of their skin, but by the content of their
character.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

In his famous speech Martin Luther King Jr urged his listeners to imagine how we might live together well as a society.
It was not a new idea. In his letter to the Galatians some
1900 years earlier, the Apostle Paul had urged the Galatian
Christians to remember that:
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or
free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are
one in Christ Jesus.

For Paul, our key identity lies in Jesus Christ, and all other things that might
threaten to cause us to look down on others- or even to look down on ourselvesseem irrelevant in the light of our status as precious Children of God. We know
the theory; it is just that we seem to find it so hard to live out in practice.
Part of the trouble is that we are all products of our upbringing and environment, and as such we unconsciously take on the values and expectations that surround us as we grow up. And many of the ways in which those values are transmitted can be very subtle.
I don t know if ou have ever paused to look at the East
Window in St Edward s Church. It depicts Jesus on the
cross, with John and Mary standing at the foot of the
cross whilst angels kneel weeping. The thing about all
these figures is that they are all pale skinned, and all
are blond! It is not something that I had noticed until
saying Morning Prayer recently having heard the West
Indian cricketer Michael Holding commenting on the
Black Lives Matter movement.
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In commenting on the images that we accept subliminally, he points out that so
man images of Christ are white and blond. As he sa s Where Jesus came
from, who in that part of the world looks that way? That is the brainwashing to
show you that this is what perfection is- this is what the image of perfection
is

Michael Holding points out that image of perfection affected what he felt

he could aspire to, as well as his place in the world.
(You can see the powerful interview here:
https://news.sky.com/video/history-is-written-by-the-people-who-do-the-harmcricket-commentators-view-of-white-privilege-12024274)
This is, of course, just one way in which our minds are shaped by our
surroundings. I wonder what have been the influences for each of us as we have
grown up that have shaped our attitudes now?
As an antidote to this, Paul writes to the Christians in Rome:
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God what is good and
acceptable and perfect.
Our starting point has to be to acknowledge the ways in which our minds have
been conformed by our environment and a way of looking at the world that has
largely been based on white assumptions. And we in the Church of England are
not immune. Did you know that since +Sentamu retired as Archbishop of York
there are no BAME Diocesan Bishops in the Church of England? Not one!
Having acknowledged our starting point, we then need to be open to the
transforming power of God so that our minds and our attitudes may be
transformed to the point where we do genuinely regard others as one with us in
Christ. We have a way to go, but the only place that we can start is where we
are now. With God at work in us, maybe we can be part of making Martin Luther
King Jr s dream become a realit in our da .
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Richard

Loopy Lockdown Stories
Frustration!
As the weeks pass we find lock down
very frustrating, like being 'confined to
barracks'. We have only gone out in the
car for medical appointments, one for 4
hours to the hospital for my pacemaker
replacement operation and now I am
monitored from home. The other visits
were to the doctor and to the dentist.

The garden gives solace, David cuts the grass and I put in plants and trim the
bushes. We walked to the post box which was invigorating. The greatest sadness is being unable to meet up with church family on Sundays and other group
activities, however, we watch the 10am Service on You Tube each Sunday but
not the after service chat as we do not have 'Zoom'. Thanks to the telephone
we have been able to talk to friends which is a great relief as a cheery chat can
bring joy, laughter and comfort to those who feel trapped in their homes. We
now have 'skype' and can regularly see and talk to our families in London and
Liverpool. The children love it and take joy in demonstrating their activities to
us. It is nearly 6 months since we saw them in person. David has been great doing all the shopping at Tesco and collecting our prescriptions and chauffeuring!
Here's to the future - life blooming and flourishing - Good Luck to all the
'Porch' readers..

David and Jennifer Simpson.

Do you have a lockdown story that you wouldn t mind sharing with The Porch.
Please send them to ianberni@gmail.com. Thanks Ian
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God

Fe

I was born during the Battle of Britain though in no way responsible for this
1940 aerial epic! My birth-da nestled between Adler Tag ( Eagle Da ) on
Tuesda 13th August and Black Thursda , 15th August when the Luftwaffe
suffered heavy losses over the north of England.

I hope we won t be so distracted this ear that we overlook this significant
80th anniversary. September 15th is designated as Battle of Britain Day.
Normall (remember that word?) on the Sunda nearest that date there d be a
special service of commemoration in York Minster. Wh not wear something
RAF that da as a sign of gratitude and remembrance?

For the umpteenth time I recentl watched the film Angels One Five , starring
John Gregson, Jack Hawkins and Hawker Hurricanes, the hero of the Battle of
Britain which downed most enemy aircraft. We have a full-scale replica at the
Yorkshire Air Museum. I ve sat in the cockpit of a real one and been involved in
events in which they participated. I get a buzz from this aircraft, especially
when taking off from grass! Highly evocative. The only Victoria Cross awarded
to an RAF Fighter Command pilot in WWII went to a Battle of Britain Hurricane
pilot.

The Museum used to take their
Hurricane into York s St
Sampson s Square on special
occasions. I lost count of the
number of times visitors and
residents alike sauntered over
and reacted with, Oo, a
Spitfire . We tired of
correcting them! It s one of m
favourite aeroplanes to such an extent that I would dearly love to have one
perform a fl past and victor roll over St Edward s Church at m funeral.
Tentative enquiries as to the cost of such a sortie swiftly ruled it out. Even
5
Ha le Owen doesn t offer this option.

Wearing my Y.A.M. flying-helmet, I ve been involved in events featuring
Hurricane, Spitfire and Messerschmitt 109 aircraft. I ve chatted to RAF and
Luftwaffe pilots from that era when the ve lectured at Elvington. The Fe
got fewer and fewer until...on the eve of VE+75 local man Terry Clark DFM died,
leaving just one actual Battle of Britain flier left, the last one of The Fe . Will
we remember them?

At Capel le Ferne, between Folkestone and Dover, there s the impressivel
poignant Battle of Britain memorial. The following poem, Our Wall , b B of B
fighter pilot William Walker, appears on the memorial wall at this complex:

Here inscribed the names of friends we knew,
Young men with whom we often flew.
Scrambled to many angels high,
They knew that they or friends might die.
Many were very scarcely trained,
And many badly burnt or maimed.
Behind each name a story lies
Of bravery in summer skies,
Though many brave unwritten tales
Were simply told in vapour trails.
Many now lie in sacred graves
And many rest beneath the waves.
Outnumbered indeed every day they flew,
Remembered here as just The Few .
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Fe

is also a biblical word and concept. Are we all members of God

Fe ? Am

I? Sincerel hope so as it seriousl is a matter of life and death . In Matthew
Ch.7 v.14Jesus emphasises ...the gate is narrow and the road is hard that leads
to life, and there are few who find it . Then again, in Luke Ch. 10 v.2, Jesus
warns a bunch of new recruits, The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are
few.

In the parable of the wedding reception man invitations are sent but the re
ignored. Ver disappointing. Then the invitations go to the man in the street .
Plent of responses. One of those, however, wasn t kosher , so to speak. He
tried to get into the event without a suitable outfit; improperly dressed and, in
effect, a gatecrasher. Probabl the sort that could bore for Bethel . He got
short shrift. Instead of inner sanctum he got outer darkness. Jesus rounds off
that monitor stor with the memorable Matthew Ch. 22v. 14 line, For man are
called, but few are chosen. It s one thing receiving the invitation but it s
another thing responding to it wholeheartedly.

Toda we re thankful to the man engaged in the world war against Coronavirus.
Eight

ears ago, as a nation, we were mightil grateful to The Fe

, so I

propose a toast to the memory of The Fe .

Though not members of Ch chill
Fe .

Per Ardua ad Astra.

Derek Reed
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Fe , we are, or can be, members of God

United Society Partners in the Gospel.
The global Covid 19 pandemic has made us all
aware of how interdependent we are.
A virus which seemed to be infecting people a
world away in China was suddenly in our street.

USPG with its strong links throughout the Anglican Communion was able to
offer support, through its UK based Focus on the Future Fund, to a wide
range of countries, including Bangladesh, Malawi and Sri Lanka for specific
health and hygiene needs. Prayer has underpinned all the practical action.
At the height of the UK Lockdown crisis we were assured over and over that
our partners were praying for us.

USPG is about partnership. At the recent online Annual Council Meeting,
news was shared of the church in South Korea.

The Anglican church was founded in Korea in 1889 by SPG missionaries. It has
always been outward looking and has grown so it now consists of 120 parishes,4 Religious Communities and 55,000 members .
In the Covid 19 pandemic, South Korea implemented a very successful
contact, tracing and testing strategy which worked. The numbers of infected
people were decreasing in Korea as they were rising rapidly in Europe and
USA.
The Cathedral Church of St John the Divine in Daejeon was turned into a temporary hospital and it rapidly became a centre where 5000 face masks, 3000
hand sanitisers and 5000 items of PPE were collected .They were blessed on
Easter Monday by the Bishop before being sent to meet the desperate need in
New York.
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As the Bishop of Daejeon said Re
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As the Council was opened, Revd Duncan Dormor
General Secretary of USPG prayed:
‘Blessed Lord, ruler of time and space
Whose children our forbears in times past,
sowed again the work of mission in your beloved Church
renew in us their heirs ,the vision enshrined in the Gospel of your Son ,giving
us wisdom to enflesh it anew, within the fellowship of the worldwide
Church ,
and grant us the grace to grow and share and
die if need be in the years and places to which
you lead us, giving you alone the glory.’
Amen.

Helen Dawe

The Po ch Online
The Porch remains online only for the time being, and paper copies can be
printed on demand, by contacting the Parish Office.

This is in line with the latest Church of England directive:

Coronavirus COVID-19 may live on paper and cardboard surfaces for up to 24
hours, and so any paper delivery represents a transmission risk. For this reason, parishes are encouraged to look to digital communication, and telephone
9 calls to keep in touch.
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Communion in Company
Meet on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chancel area.
Praying in Company will
then meet on the following Wednesdays.
Please do join us.
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In each issue of the Porch, we will be talking to a member of the St Edward s
community about a typical day in their life. This may be about their work,
their volunteering or their life in retirement. It will include a little bit about
how each person came to be at the Church and what it means to live as a
Christian in the modern world.

This month, Revd Rachel Bailes agreed to a social distance interview. Rachel is
the Lead Chaplain for York Teaching Hospital NHS Foundation Trust.

A Day in the Life of a Hospital Chaplain.

Tell me a bit about your background?
I was born and brought up in Edinburgh, though
my parents had been born in Southampton and
Brighton.

They were very keen travellers and

clearly tried to find a distant corner in which to
live! I have two sisters, one of whom has gone
even further by moving to Canada. However, my
association with Yorkshire started when I went
to Huddersfield to study for a degree in Music
with the intention of working in music therapy. I
then moved to London to complete my music
therapy training and then went on to teacher
training in order to work within Special Education. I saw a job advertised at
the Fieldhead Hospital School in Wakefield working alongside children with
severe and multiple learning difficulties, and so I moved back north. I play
the flute and I love to sing and so early on I joined a choir, and there met
Martin, who is now my husband
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and so thus my home was to be in Yorkshire.

At what point did you decide to train for the ministry?
I loved my job, and had the opportunities to work in a number of different
environments, but both Martin and I had to deal with difficult bereavements
in our early adult lives. We were both Christians and sought ways to work
through the confusion and pain of loss. Whilst on a retreat in Iona, I began
to realise that the transformation of pain was possible; over time turning the
grief into something positive and hopeful. Ultimately, over the years this was
to lead me to train for ordination, and in 2007 I started my curacy at Lupset
and Thornes in Wakefield. It was a great training ground and gave me opportunities to experience different styles of worship and congregations from
very different socio-economic backgrounds. It was at this point that I also
started to work one day per week as a Hospital Chaplain in Dewsbury which
led me towards full time chaplaincy later.
Tell me about your journey into hospital chaplaincy?
I have at times had rather a tendency to try to keep my options open and to
attempt to combine two different roles rather than commit myself fully to
one. However, I felt that God was calling me to work in this area and so I applied for a post at the new Pinderfields hospital and thus my full-time life as
a hospital chaplain began. Ironically, a certain Revd Daphne Green was present at my licensing at Wakefield, as Archbishop Sentamu had come to open
the new hospital Chapel. When I later applied for the post of Lead Chaplain in
York, Revd Richard Carew was present at that licensing- thus unwittingly, a St
Edward s association was formed!
Clea l
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months. Would you mind sharing some of your experiences?
In York, we have two full-time chaplains and Scarborough has a full-time
chaplain, but there are a number of others who support us in our work, including more than 90 volunteers. During the pandemic all our volunteers had to be
stood down, we could no longer administer bedside communion or visit patients
in the same way as restrictions in visiting were placed on all the hospitals. All
staff in the Trust needed to complete risk assessments to assess their personal risks of working in the hospital environment and especially those who
may be having contact with patients with Covid 19.
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As you know, the hospital was closed to visitors and so our focus was very much
sharpened: We had to consider and pray about how we could best support patients, their relatives and staff, at the hospital in this time of crisis?
I was able to see patients face-to-face with the appropriate
level of PPE but it was a great help when someone made me
some distinctive clerical hospital scrubs so patients and staff
could recognise who I was and my job role! It was an irony to
discover many weeks later, that the place that produced
scrubs was on the street where I lived

So, given the restrictions, what difference could we make, and support could we
give? We developed spiritual care packs and prayer cards. We had churches offering to make us holding crosses

though we had to send a gentle reminder

that they needed to be sanded! We used tea lights to help patients focus on a
s mbol of light in the darkness and actuall St Edward s was able to provide us
with a number. We received knitted hearts which had been made by the local
community which we used to help to remind patients that they were loved by
their families and by God.

Our care and

concern for the staff was also very important and the absence of visitors did mean
that we began to recognise and be recognised by the medical teams who we passed
daily in the corridor. At Easter, one of my
colleagues persuaded supermarkets to donate flowers and Easter eggs and thus the
chapel was filled with them.

We left the

chapel doors open through the weekend and
encouraged anyone who was passing to help themselves. It was about boosting
morale and giving some joy in the midst of the pain. We were also asked to join a
newly formed well-being group alongside the Psychology and Occupational Health
departments, amongst others to consider how we could help colleagues cope with
19

the pressures of their daily work.

In June, the wellbeing group organised a weeklong reflection as it had been a 100
da s since the first Covid death. In Chaplainc we created a river in the chapel
with boats and rainbows that carried prayers. We also planned an NHS Reflection Service online (it can be viewed on YouTube by the following link https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=DElbj2FfDAQ) which invited people to pause and reflect and to let hope begin to flow back into our soul .

How did you and Martin ‘find’ St Edward’s?
We moved to York four years ago and have visited various churches, but ultimatel

it is probabl

about finding that place where

ou feel at home .

Of

course, this can be around the style of worship, the forms of liturgy but is often
related to the people and the welcome. We both felt very welcomed at St Edward s and have appreciated the space to worship. One important change we made
to our work rota during the peak of the pandemic, was to take Sunday off as we
had no services at the hospital and were unable to give bedside communion. It
has allowed us all a welcome break and whilst one of us is on call, it has given us
opportunity to join our own churches in worship, and we have really appreciated
the opportunities presented by the online service.

So, finally

has lockdown brought you any opportunities?

Well, for the first time in my life, I am learning to ride a bike! Well, I say ride a
bike, I seem to have spent a lot of time falling off! I never learnt as a child, and
York is just a perfect city for cycling
ear olds whi

but it is very depressing to see three-

ing past . the balance bit is coming along fine, I just need to work

on the art of stopping without falling off! Martin has been learning the piano,
and so we are both trying something new

though his might be slightly less pain-

ful

Helen: Rachel, thank you for taking time to speak with me today and share your
experiences. Thank you too for all that you are doing as an NHS chaplain and we
will continue to pray for you all in the weeks and months ahead.
Interview by Helen Wren
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Peo le in
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Prisoners in England and Wales are asking
for Bibles. Will you put a Bible into the
hands of a prisoner?

In prison, ou are at rock bottom. You ve lost ever thing. You have nowhere to
turn. And then, you pick up the Bible... As prisoners and sex offenders, we are
rejected by everyone.
But we re accepted b Jesus, as one prisoner found.
Bible Society gives thousands of free Bibles to prisoners every year. Around
80,000 men and 4,000 women are imprisoned in England and Wales. With your
help, we want to make the Bible available to all of them.
A specially-written Gospel booklet, Matthew: A Message of Mercy, is an actionpacked account of the life of Jesus and his diverse band of followers. With
seven reflections written by prison chaplains based on this theme of mercy and
justice, it takes us through Matthew s Gospel and unpacks how God shows merc
to us, and how we re empowered and challenged to show merc to others. It has
been snapped up by more than 2000 prisoners in 52 UK prisons
God s word changes lives.
Imagine what it can do
for someone in prison.
Liberté, a chaplain who
helps us give out Bibles,
tells us amazing stories
of broken lives being re21

built.

Reading Psalm 91 in his cellmate s Bible set one prisoner on a journe awa
from self-harm
A man being held in a solitary confinement asked for a Bible and learned
more from the first 48 pages than he had in 48 years of life
A prisoner in his 20s came to faith and confessed to an old crime, serving a
further six months

miraculously not the six years his lawyer expected!

The coronavirus has brought death, misery and hardship to so many prisoners
but we haven t heard much about that in the news. This overlooked communit

needs your support and care. The gift of a bible not only sends a message of
kindness, it could change someone’s life, for good.
So there is an urgent need for Bibles in our prisons. This is the book that restores dignity and humanity. When you give the Bible to a prisoner, you open the
door to forgiveness. St Edward’s supports the Bible Society, but will you add to
that a gift of £10? Online donations at biblesociety.org.uk/prisonsappeal or
Phone donations 01793 418222
Material from Bible Society

Mark Russell-Smith
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23 years living in Ethiopia
23 years living in Ethiopia came to an abrupt end in November 2016. It was neither planned nor desired but it became a sad reality. Our evacuation also
brought to an end a long teaching career, as 3 years previously a tumour in my
ear had rendered me deaf on one side, and whilst I coped with this in Addis
Ababa, it became a much bigger obstacle back in England. Gary and I consoled
ourselves that as a family we had our 2 wonderful children, adopted as babies
from Mother Teresa's orphanage, and now happy, healthy 18-year-olds.
However, in the move we had lost everything else and in some ways we likened
ourselves to refugees, although we were back in our home country. We were penniless and I was shocked, stressed and scared for the future. Thinking back to
the first bleak days, I remember Gary taking me on a Park Run and across to St
Edward the Confessor. Sitting in the church, next to the gurgling radiator, it
seemed life had changed beyond comprehension for us. It was all too difficult to
contemplate our future. How to explain our new situation and what we had left
behind and how to move forward was for me beyond the power of words.

The one thing I could articulate, was the overriding need for Joshua and Hannah to go to
university and not to suffer as a result of
their parents recent change in circumstances.
Contemplating their further education, the
fates seemed to be dealing us yet another difficult situation. Having lived in Ethiopia for the
previous three years, Joshua and Hannah did
not qualify for student finance. And this is
where the miracles began. Reverend Martin
and Sue Baldock were extremely kind and I remember receiving free vegetables
for our Christmas dinner. Being dependent upon charity handouts was extremely
difficult but on the other hand we were so grateful.
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The challenge of Joshua and Hannah going to university seemed to be an insurmountable mountain to climb. We were basically strangers rocking up in York and
I could see that we were not a safe bet for a loan or for any support whatsoever. However, people who choose to remain anonymous but connected to St
Edward’s, wrapped us up in a blanket of kindness and chose to make the wishes
and aspirations of Joshua and Hannah a reality. Through a series of gifts and
loans we were able to get Hannah to Loughborough and Joshua to Swansea.

I am writing today as 4 years on Hannah is eagerly awaiting her results. Joshua,
after a year out working, is planning to return to Swansea in September. Gary is
about to return to his job in Iraq and I continue to work as a support worker for
Wilf Ward Trust. Working at weekends mean we visit the church only infrequently but it goes without saying that there is not a day that goes past that I
don t stand in awe of the support we have received. It was alwa s given without
judgement and without making us feel inadequate or small.

'Thank You' is of course insufficient because without wishing to sound too dramatic ou saved our lives. I can t begin to imagine what we would have done without you. I know that Joshua and Hannah are well aware of all that we have received and will give back to society in their own ways. Gary and I will continue to
work hard to repay what we owe and we
thank God that he placed us in your care.

With love Jill Campbell xx
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Promise Pages
David
At Promise we ve been finding out about the life of David from the moment he
was chosen by God (through Samuel) as a small child, through
his time with Saul and the hiding that he had to do and to him
becoming king and the challenges that he faced there. He was
a shepherd boy who understood that he had been chosen by
God to do something amazing and used the gifts he had to help
him and those around him. We ve been encouraged to think
about the things that make us special (and those around us
special) and how God is asking us to live. Perhaps have a read
through David s stor and his ups and downs, consider how God
is calling ou and what it is that he s calling ou to.
Sometimes praying can feel a bit abstract, so having something in our hands to
focus on can help. Try this:
Take something woolly or a small picture of a sheep, look at
it. Sheep are protected by shepherds, like God protects us.
Ask God for protection over you in the ways that you feel
vulnerable. Thank Him for the ways that He protects us. If
you have something woolly in your hands, feel the softness of
the material noticing its strength too. Say sorry to God for not always recognising when he s comforting us. Thank Him for people that he puts in our lives to
comfort and be comforted by and ask God for help in seeing Him as someone to
rely on .
Father God, Thank you for being our shepherd for loving us and for comforting
us. Please protect us and keep us safe. Amen
Katie
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Ed Web News: The Language of Life
December 2019 saw the launch of our new website and with it, a whole new vocabulary had to be learnt words which you thought were familiar but take on a
different meaning in Web land. So, we learnt that a Slider is in fact the pictures that scroll across the Home Page, an SEO is Search Engine Optimisation
and collapse is hiding menus, rather than an instruction to fall to the floor.
However, m favourite is muffin builder which remains a complete m ster ,
but I am looking forward to the outcome!
Likewise, in the last few years, we have seen new verbs emerging in the English
language who knew that someone could medal at the Ol mpic Games (though I
find this one particularly irritating!) and now we know that we can bubble, sociall distance and lockdown. We also know the meaning of unprecedented
which is a word that has had an unprecedented amount of usage.
However, English has always liked to adapt words. At one time, the term for
Samaritan was a person who was reviled and yet now is someone who comes to
our aid. Man of us use the word to prevaricate as meaning undecided, but it
actually means to speak or act in an evasive way. However, I am pretty sure it
was a mistake when m solicitor told me that I needed to have a pacific clause
in my will.
And so, this month we have been considering the word giving , as we have added
a new tab to the website. Many people are now joining us for Sunday services
online who are not regular members of St Ed s and ma wish to contribute to
the support of the church. As cash is now being actively discouraged, it was
felt that this may be the time to create an opportunity for online giving. However, giving is a word that covers so man aspects of life, as it is not just
about financial matters. Many of us over these last few months have felt the
joys of giving and receiving perhaps someone doing our shopping for us, cooking a meal, telephoning us or clapping for our key workers. We therefore felt it
was important to reflect the wider opportunities of giving on the webpage.
However, if people do wish to give their financial support, there is now a means
to give online b visiting the website and clicking on the giving tab. This contains a link to the Give a Little website and is totally secure. The site also allows for Gift Aid and a receipt is immediately emailed to you. In addition,
there are details about regular giving with the relevant forms. No matter how
you give -thank you.
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The website is also currently hosting the Holiday Club videos from July, which
will be available for the month of August via the link but will stay on our
YouTube channel in perpetuity.

And finally, where has the web reached this month? We have had visitors
viewing from USA, China, India, Norway, South Africa and Bulgaria.
So, just a reminder:
To access the website: www.stedsdringhouses.org
To access Facebook: www.facebook.com and search for St Edward the Confessor Church, Dringhouses
To follow on Twitter: @StEdwardsYork
To follow on Instagram: www.instagram.com
To connect with YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/feed/my_videos

The ED WEB TEAM.
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Holiday Club
Although the current state of the world does
not allow large groups of people to meet together, we thought it was very important to
run holiday club this year. Most years, as many
as 50 children aged between 5 and 11 years
old meet in our church building for five mornings of dancing, singing, crafts, games all while
learning about some amazing Bible stories.

Although this year we could not meet together in the church building we still wanted to teach children about some amazing Bible stories with dancing, singing, crafts and games. So we did just that!
This year, our theme was water, so we focussed on five very different Bible stories that feature water all while going on an underwater adventure led by Brenda
Bubbles to find long lost jewels. Around 30 children signed up to receive an activity pack which included all the materials to complete crafts as well as activity
sheets for each day. Every morning of what would have been the first week of
the summer holiday, a video was released on our YouTube channel. These videos
showed the Bible story of the day and explored its meaning through interviews
with key people in the story, angels giving us the view from heaven, songs and
crafts. These videos can still be seen on our YouTube channel.
Although it can be easy to see the downsides of not being able to meet in person
for holiday club there were some benefits to meeting online. Families from
around the country were able to join in
with the week when they would not have
been able to ordinarily. Additionally, the
videos could be viewed by anybody, not just children, and could (and still can) be
viewed at any time (or even multiple times!).
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It has been a joy to be able to run our annual holiday club even at a time where
it cannot be done as is usual. It has been wonderful that not only have we been
able to engage with the families that would normally come to holiday club but
also to be able to engage with people who wouldn t normall be able to. I hope
the children had as much fun joining in as I had preparing it.
Mary Paterson

I

f om A n ie Helen

ch

ch and i

fo C af ing

In the far west of Cornwall, where Mermaids live and can be found carved on a
church pew in Zennor, a 6-year-old trainee Deep Sea Diver is waiting for her
adventure to begin.
Firstly there is the excitement of a parcel, delivered down a farm track.
It s from Auntie Helen s church and it s for Crafting
Can t wait for the holida Club to begin so Lexi decided to make a beautiful underwater picture with fish swimming in the waves and a large rock with a cross
on its summit. It is posted to York and received by a great aunt with great joy.
And then Brenda Bubbles comes online and there is plent to do ..highlights include making a boat that actually floats.
So the Holiday Club reaches far and wide, and brings fun and sound teaching to
children who would have never been able to access it if it had been in the church
buildings.
All things work together for good for those who love God and that has certainly
been the experience of many families who initially were devastated by the prospect of the absence of the traditional format.
A huge thank you to all those who were involved and brought such joy to children
in a wide variety of places.
Helen Dawe
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September 2020 Book Review

The Resilient Disciple by Justine Allain Chapman

Resilience is a qualit that even if we didn t have it, has
been one we have been forced to learn quickly during
the current Covid-19 pandemic. But the time of lockdown has exposed all too clearly, those areas of our
lives and our relationships where we are struggling and
find it hard to cope.
This is wh I ve taken the unusual step of recommending
this book which is essentially a Lent course for I think
it can really help us at this time. Justine Allain Chapman
is an Anglican priest and this book arose from an eightday retreat in the Egyptian desert where she faced
physical, mental and spiritual struggles. From that experience, she has developed this book to help us confront our own desert experiences such as unemployment, illness, bereavement or difficult relationships or patterns of thinking
which are draining us.
The Resilient Disciple is a spiritual journey showing how we can grow from adversity to maturity as disciples of Christ reflected in true and loving relationships with each other. It is divided into six weeks, each week beginning with a
F to describe the different stages of that journe we will experience : Following Jesus into the desert, Flourishing as we learn to find inner peace, Falling as
we face our brokenness and failures, Faithful as we reflect on the ways in
which the crisis we face can provide a crossroads in our lives where God s faithfulness can bring us to light, healing and restoration, Fruitful

exploring the

growth of our compassion and empathy as we learn from our experience or adversity and getting things wrong and finally Fulfil as we enter into the Passion,
31 death and resurrection of Jesus.

There are short dail reflections with questions to help us to appl what we ve
read to our own context. For example, as we reflect on Jesus entr to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday as he embraced the path that would lead to his Passion and
Crucifixion, we are asked to consider whether there is something we need to
face and go through. Can we make the choice to do this and journey with inner
peace as Jesus did? At the beginning of each weekly section, there is a rich selection of morning and evening prayers as well as a short Bible reading and a
psalm to read that week. And at the end of the book there are helpful suggestions how to use the book in preaching and worship as well as in small groups.
One of the central themes of The Resilient Disciple is that much as we would
like to, none of us can avoid adversity. What lies within our control however is
how we respond to it and what we learn from it so that we may be transformed.
Justine Chapman quotes from that much loved children s stor

We re going on a

Bear Hunt b Michael Rosen and Helen Oxenbur to get this point across. As
the family face so many obstacles in their hunt for a bear, they always exclaim,
We can t go over it. We can t go under it. Oh no, we ve got to go through it! She
shows that for us too, if we go through those testing times open to Christ and
willing to learn from him, we will come through with a deeper sense of compassion and empathy so that we can be a help and a blessing to others.
So a great book to help us at this time and a good resource for Lent as well. I ll
make sure a copy is available in the library and I can lend you mine as well.

Daphne Green
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Following on from Gill s article in the last Porch on worldwide worship at sea,
Linda Sykes has written about her experience of worship as a medical missionary
in Peru.

www. Worldwide Worship

in Peru

I went to Peru in the late 80s to work as a medical missionary. I was regularly
surprised at the things I was called upon to do, as a missionar

which had noth-

ing to do with my extensive medical training!

Having been brought up in the Free Evangelical/Baptist tradition, I was prepared
for the 40-minute sermons. Having later defected to a charismatic Anglican
church, I was also comfortable
with the lively singing, hand clapping and occasional tambourine.
What I wasn t prepared for were
the dogs and chickens! The mission
worked exclusively in partnership
with the Evangelical Church of
Peru (IEP) in the shanty towns of
Lima or remote rural areas. The
congregations were poor, so
church buildings, like people s homes, were ver basic, even in Lima. The church
building would start out as a shack, and eventually progress to having a brick
wall, and God willing, a tin roof. Crime was a major problem, so every building had
a guardian , who lived there and protected the meagre contents. Hence the
dogs and chickens.
Many of these churches lacked running water and sanitation. One church I visited, had a tin bucket behind a curtain for emergency use. I once remember
speaking there at the Women s Fellowship. During m talk, one of the women got
up to use the facilities, causing me to have to raise m voice over the sound of
living waters emanating from behind the curtain. No-one batted an eyelid.
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I spent a lot of time working with Feeding Programmes and Women s Cooperatives in the shanty towns and made friends with many of the Peruvians running
them. One such couple were Mili & Ignacio. When their 3 rd child was born, they
threw a big party, inviting all the locals. That
particular project had been started by an
Italian doctor/pastor and they asked him to
attend and also baptise their son. Unfortunately, the Italian was quite elderly, and for
whatever reason, never turned up. Undeterred, Ignacio turned to me and said: Well
ou ll just have to do it then, ou re a missionar ! (During m time at missionar training college, I learned to cut hair and
change spark plugs, but NOT how to conduct a baptism!) There then followed a
frantic 20 minutes whilst I and another English woman cobbled together a service based on what we could remember from our respective traditions, then
translate it into Spanish. The couple were thrilled!
During my time in Peru, the country was locked in a bloody civil war with the
Shining path terrorist group. As their strength and influence grew, many areas
of the country became unsafe for travel. Nevertheless, my colleagues continued
to work there and occasionally invited me to run clinics in the remote villages
that never saw a doctor from one year to the next. During one such visit, Meg
and I were invited to attend a mid-week church service entirely in Quechua. Part
way through, someone made an announcement, following which, people stood up
and began to leave. Eventually we found a Spanish speaker who invited us to joint
them in the local pool! I was expecting an impromptu baptism, so was surprised
to find that the pool was empt of water but filled with piles of choclo (giant
sweetcorn) which had been drying in the sun. The local women sat down on the
floor and began to shell the corn. The men then gathered it up in sacks. Of
course, we had to join in. After an hour, my thumbs were shredded, much to the
amusement of the locals, so I was relieved when Meg beckoned me over, looking
a little sheepish. With that, one of the men made another announcement. What
did he sa ? , I asked. He said that La doctora Linda is going to give a word!
With that, he offered to translate into Quechua.
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What would I say? As I looked up at the mighty Andes there was only one
thing I could say, so I spent the next 10 minutes reflecting on the current
political situation and the promises of God in Psalm 121, my favourite psalm,
and probably the only one I could remember word for word in Spanish.
Working in a second language, in a very unfamiliar culture offers many opportunities to make gaffs and look foolish. One of my single colleagues did just
that when she announced to a meeting of church elders that she was
embara ada (pregnant) when in fact she was simpl embarrassed
(avergon ada) because her Spanish wasn t ver good, and she had lost the
thread of the conversation!
Up until this point, I appeared to have avoided such pitfalls, but I was soon
to have my linguistic comeuppance. Every January, the
IEP ran a short Bible School
in one of the regional towns
for leaders of the Quechua
churches in the surrounding
villages. Whilst they preferred Quechua speaking
teachers, they also relied on
Spanish speaking missionaries
to teach some of the courses. That year they must have been desperate because I was invited to teach 1 Corinthians. Definitely the short straw! Fortunately, I had my IVP commentary with me. By the time we got to chapter 11
and head covering, I felt I was on the homeward straight, so was a bit surprised that the morning hadn t gone smoothl . After lunch, one of the oung
men, encouraged b his colleagues, raised his hand to ask a question. Sister,
did Paul tell the women in Corinth to wear a velo or a vela on their heads?
Wh , is there a difference? I asked. Turns out there is; one is a veil, the
other a candle! No prizes for guessing which word I had been using!! Mercifull , the didn t invite me back the following ear.
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Linda Sykes
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FAIRTRADE NEWS

Fairtrade outlets can take many shapes and forms.

Who would have thought that L’Occitane, a smart beauty
shop on Petergate, would have a strong commitment to trading
fairly with their producers in Provence, Corsica and Burkino
Faso. The latter was a French colony in West Africa and is a major producer of
Shea Butter.
They define Fairtrade in the following way:
Fairtrade is about stable prices and incomes, decent working conditions,
empowering farmers and workers and ensuring they get a fair share of the
profits from their produce. It means supporting producers, helping to improve
the quality of their lives, building a sustainable future for them and their
families and caring about people and the planet

This is a wider definition of Fairtrade and their products do not carry the
familiar Fairtrade logo as they are not accredited through the Fairtrade
Foundation but they are one of a growing number of companies of which Taylors/
Yorkshire Tea are another, that trade well with their producers, providing
additional support to enhance their communities .
L Occitane sign long term non-exclusive contracts with their producers in Bukino
Faso,Corsica and France. In the recent Covid 19 lockdowns they continued to pay
their workers in Burkina Faso despite having to close down the shea butter
processing plant.
For the farmers they provide down payments when needed and provide family
support as they pride themselves on knowing the farmers personally and working
with them throughout the year.
Working through a range of French NGO s over 32,000 women in rural areas are
supported by the provision of micro finance as well as training to become
entrepreneurs. Education for girls is also promoted. Since 2013 L Occitane has
been recognised by the UN Development Programme for its work in Burkino Faso.
What a contrast to the recent revelations about the supply chains for High
Street fashions .
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So you can shop with a clear conscience and enjoy that long soak in the bath!
Helen Dawe

Summer at York Foodbank
Thank you all very much for
the incredible number of carrier bags which have been
brought to church. I ve been
sorting and folding them
which has given me something
to contribute to the Foodbank
even though I am still prevented (by my great age!) from doing my bit on a Monday morning.
The news media have been warning us that there will be an increase in unemployment due to the Covid-19 pandemic which indicates that demands on the
Foodbank will, in all probability, increase so please do continue to donate basic
non-perishable food items. The collection bin in our local Tesco store is not in
a conspicuous position. I hope that it will be moved to a more suitable location
but for the time being it is situated between the two exit doors, on the righthand side as you leave.
I reported previously that the store of food kept at the Gateway Centre was
moved into the main hall to enable volunteers to pack bags whilst maintaining
social distance. Services at the centre will be starting again
at St Eds

just as they are

so the food has had to be moved back upstairs to its normal posi-

tion. It s a small space and it will be difficult to maintain social distance but
the volunteers are a resourceful group and no doubt the problem will be overcome.
Thank you once again for your contributions.
Margaret Titman
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Just a Minute 3.8.20

The PCC met by Zoom on Monday 3.8.20, with a relatively short agenda.
Worship
It was agreed that the current arrangements for Sunday worship would continue in their present form, with an on-line service at 10 am and a live service of
the spoken word, in church at 11:30 for a limited congregation.
From 8th August, those attending services in church will be required to wear a
mask, in accordance with government guidance.
Premises
The hall re-decoration has been completed, with the exception of the waterdamaged areas, which are preserved as evidence in the ongoing discussions regarding the leaking roof. The Property Committee is happy with the result.
Further quotations are being sought for updating the lighting in church.
The work to procure external lighting to the front of church has been moved
along another stage, with application forms going to the council. It is hoped that
this work can be completed before the end of the year.
Finance
We continue to expect a large budget deficit by the end of the year. However,
there is money in the bank to cover this in the short term.
This will be taken into account when we meet again and set the budget for 2021.
We now have a donate button on the website for an one who wishes to support
the church and does not currently have a Standing Order set up. There was discussion regarding where this should be located because we don t want it to be
the first thing that people see when they log on!
Community Hall
There have been several enquiries from the groups who rent space for meetings
and activities. Whilst we appreciate that some groups are anxious to return
ASAP, we took the unanimous decision to not re-open the hall until January
2021, at the earliest. This is due to:
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Difficulties maintaining social distancing
Managing the cleaning between and after use by different groups

The likelihood that the roof will need to be repaired during the autumn.
The café will remain closed, again due to the fact that the atrium can only accommodate 5 people, under current restrictions, and because many of the volunteers are over 70.
A group has been formed to look at how the hall/room rentals might function in
the future.
Youth Worker
We were informed that 2 people have been appointed, each working part time.
We are awaiting the usual DBS checks. It is anticipated that they will begin
their appointment on 1st September.
Richard
There were discussions, with various suggestions of sharing out Richard s workload.

Linda Sykes
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