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Back in Church
So we are back in Church - Hurray! Obviously when I
say “we”, so far it is only to be able to host our online
YouTube services with a very limited supporting cast
of the Carew household; but it does feel like a small
step towards a new normality. There is clearly a long
way to go yet, with the Bishop of London who was the
Chief Nursing Officer before getting ordained, suggesting that Church services might not be back to
normal before the end of the year.
It has been very interesting to hear reactions from
different people about seeing our online services back in Church. Overwhelmingly people have really appreciated being back, and certainly from my point of
view, I have enjoyed having a bit more space to sing in, rather than feeling
very self-conscious in my study.
The space in which we worship, does affect how we feel about our worship. In
the Bible, various locations are described as a meeting place with God; these
include the Tabernacle, the Temple and the Home. Each brought with it opportunities to learn more about following God.
The Tabernacle (described in Exodus 35-40) was essentially an elaborate tent
with a courtyard that the Israelites carried with them on their journey
through the wilderness as a holy place where the glory of God would rest when
they were told to pitch camp. For forty years the Israelites were a people on
the move, following the presence of God in the form of a Pillar of Cloud during
the day and a Pillar of Fire by night. When the Pillar of the Cloud/Fire
stopped, the Israelites would pitch camp and when the Pillar of the Cloud/Fire
moved, they would break camp and move on. For forty years they got used to
being sensitive to the moves of God and ready to move on, leaving behind a
place that may have become familiar and comfortable to them.
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Even when they arrived in the Promised Land, it took a number of generations
for the first Temple to be built under Solomon. Now Israel had a permanent
place of worship that could provide for them a focus for their corporate life
together, as well as being a reminder of their role to show other nations what
it meant to live well with God and with one another. Recognising that this was
a holy place, no expense was spared in its construction, and the day of
dedication of the new Temple was a day of national celebrations (2 Chronicles
5-8). Of course, the danger was that the Temple became the focus of
attention, rather than the God who was worshipped there, to the extent that
when Jesus came to the Temple it had become a centre of political as well as
religious power. Those in charge of the Temple failed to recognize the
Messiah in their midst, as they desperately sought to maintain their own
status and authority.
And yet, for all its faults
the Temple remained the
place where followers of
Jesus gathered even
after the resurrection.
We are told that they
‘continued to meet
together in the Temple
courts’ (Acts 2: 46), one
possible reason being that this was one of the few large spaces in Jerusalem
that could accommodate such large numbers of people. But as well as meeting
in the Temple courts, we are told that they also met in one another’s homes
where they ‘broke bread’, praising God and enjoying the favour of all people’.
The God whose ‘official’ home was the Temple, was also the God of the home,
and those new Christians had to learn what it meant to be faithful to God in
their daily lives at home, as well as in the more formal setting of the Temple
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courts.

At the moment, we are having to get used to worshipping God in a new context,
with YouTube and phone calls being the new media through which we join
together to worship. We find ourselves to be a people on the move again,
constantly having to adjust to whatever new reality each week brings. And yet
we are assured that God is the God of the journey, and that, as He guided the
Israelites through uncharted territory, so we too can look to Him in the midst
of our uncertainty. We can also be encouraged that God is not limited to
particular places, but that we can worship Him in our homes, even as we gather
together online for our services. And yes, one day we will be back in Church,
but hopefully we will have learnt new things along the way and, like followers of
God down the centuries, we too will be able to tell our stories of God‟s
presence with us in these strange times, wherever we may be.

Richard
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JOHN YOUNG INTERVIEWS ST EDWARD'S REPRESENTATIVE IN
IRAQ
Gary, Jill, Joshua and Hannah Campbell first
came to Saint Edward‟s Church in the summer
of 2015, soon after arriving in York from
Ethiopia. Their story is heart-warming,
challenging and informative. SO...READ ON!
Gary I know that you are a water engineer
and that you trained at Loughborough
University. I also know that you worked overseas for many years. Which
countries and doing what?
After a very short period between University and my first posting as a
volunteer, I worked on a building site in Plymouth. I then travelled to Khartoum
and onwards to a small village called Khashm El Girba in Eastern Sudan, on the
border with Ethiopia. There I worked with Ethiopian and Eritrean refugees who
had fled the civil war in their home countries. I was officially responsible for
setting up and running water filtration units, but they hardly ever worked and I
used my skills and education to do all sorts of other things - including a lot of
water quality testing and starting the construction of a small hospital. I met Jill
in Khartoum and then left her behind, in the dark and none the wiser, when VSO
were evacuated because the president of Sudan had sided with Saddam Hussein
in the first Gulf War.
I was then re-posted by VSO to the southern coastal belt of Bangladesh as a
Research and Development officer for UNICEF and the Department of Public
Health Engineering. Although I was supposed to stay put in my home town of
Baraisal, I ended up riding my motorcycle across the country and at one point I
was seconded for a three-month period to the Oxfam emergency response in
Teknaf on the Myanmar border helping to establish water treatment plants for
Rohingya refugees. Yes, they were suffering right back then in 1993 as they do
now. I took a month off in September 1993 and got married to Jill, who
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forgave me for leaving her in the Sudan with no forwarding address!! Jill then
got a job in Ethiopia and I agreed to go with her as a trailing spouse.

After a few months walking the streets of Addis Ababa looking for work, I
picked up one consultancy with Concern (the Irish Aid Agency) on a slum
rehabilitation project and then managed a few years with the United Nations
Emergency Unit for Ethiopia - a somewhat crazy gang of renegades hired out at
short notice to other UN agencies whose bureaucratic procedures sometimes
hampered their own efforts to respond to emergencies. Then approximately 5
years doing consultancy work for many NGOs and some tough down periods with
no work, when Jill got me making papier-mache models and lesson plans for
school. In 2001 after the attack on the twin towers, I responded to a call for
engineers in Pakistan and Afghanistan with Concern and worked in a number of
refugee camps along that border. We were charged with the delivery of all
services and the coordination of all the other NGOs present at the time. I
lasted 6 months but had to return to Ethiopia when Jill's mother fell ill with
cancer and passed away. For the next 13 years in Ethiopia, I went into the
private sector eventually setting up my own project management company which
went into liquidation in 2015. For all of that time I managed in a small way to
support Jill's efforts with her 'Food Run', feeding destitute people on the
streets of Addis Ababa. In the time after meeting you all at St Edward’s in
2015, I have managed short periods with various NGOs responding to
emergencies in the Lebanon, South Sudan, Somalia and now Iraq. None so
frightening as I always claim, as a Friday night in York city centre!!!
Second question: I know you’re on your own in Iraq but that wasn’t the
case in Ethiopia : you were there with your wife and family. Details please
I have had the great pleasure and luxury of being very close to my nuclear
family for most of my time in Ethiopia. We made a decision to consider Ethiopia
as our home early on and it was a surprising privilege to have my office, Jill,
Joshua and Hannah's school, St Matthew's Anglican Church and the British
Embassy all within a 1km radius of our home. (The Reverend Philip Cousins whom
you all know, can describe the area since he was the Chaplain for a while at St
Matthew's and my favourite pew/spot in church was right under his name on the
list of previous chaplains). Having a close family situation made living in Addis
Ababa very easy and we very much adopted the Ethiopian tradition of communal
living inviting people into our 'space'. School summer holidays were spent
invariably in the UK visiting parents and relatives and catching up with everyone
and enjoying the best of what the UK had to offer.
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Third question: Assuming that you proposed to Jill (or she to you!)
which country and situation did you pop the question-and where did you get
married ?
I met Jill at the 'Sudan Club', a very well known local hang out for the British
Expatriate community while waiting to meet another woman whom I was hoping
to date! The other woman never turned up and Jill invited me out instead. After
I was quietly evacuated I finally sent a love letter - to the other woman which I
asked Jill to deliver! There is some contention to this day whether Jill did my
beckoning and delivered or whether that letter was discarded. [As a side note
Michael Palin interviewed a man Jill knew on the same table in the Sudan Club a
year or so later on his Pole to Pole travelogue which now serves as a lovely
memento for us of the place and atmosphere]. Jill's friends wisely advised her
to have nothing to do with such an un-chivalrous cad but she took pity and
eventually accepted my apologies! Jill then accompanied me out to Bangladesh
and accepted my marriage proposal on our mid-term break in Kathmandu, Nepal.
So I do love to tell people that we met in Khartoum, were engaged in Kathmandu
and then finally married in Slough from where Jill hails.
Fourth question: There isn’t a striking family likeness between you and
your two children: Explanation please .
Absolutely! Joshua is so handsome and Hannah so beautiful and between us we
share not one strand of DNA, but that works as we seem to complement each
other in so many ways and find each other's idiosyncrasies very amusing.
Nurture or nature is an ever present topic in our house. We adopted Joshua
and Hannah from the Missionaries of Charity (Mother Teresa's) orphanage in
Addis Ababa, one week apart when they were approximately 6 months and 6
weeks old. They have been a constant joy and I think our decision to raise
them in their birth culture avoided some of the inevitable concerns so often
voiced about multi- racial and multi-cultural adoptions. That said, Joshua and
Hannah always considered themselves 100% British and if they could have
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relocated to Legoland in Windsor at an earlier age, I think they would have
jumped at the chance!

Fifth question: Somewhere along the line Jill was awarded an MBEwhat was that for ?
Jill initially struggled during our early days in Ethiopia with the idea of teaching
'rich' children in an international school and we were constantly looking for ways
to engage and help out in the local community. What started out with the
delivery of pizzas and eggs to just a few people living in the bus shelters on
Churchill Avenue, grew into the Addis Ababa Food Run. Over fifteen years of
regular Thursday night food deliveries from the back of an unmarked taxi, Jill
and her friends delivered an estimated one quarter million hot meals. Later,
when unsolicited funds began to roll in, the Food Runners began to take on
medical cases, picking them up and housing them in a rented house while out or
inpatient care was offered. I have estimated that around 2500 people received
medical support, surgery, clothing, bus fares home and all sorts of other
support before we left Addis Ababa. Jill also made some mad-cap visits to
prisons across the country delivering food and water during the political
upheavals. I mainly ran the accounts and provided back up! I, like my friends and
work colleagues, stood in awe at her efforts and were so happy when in 2014 Jill
was recognised by the British government with the award of an MBE - 'For
services to disadvantaged people in Ethiopia'. We enjoyed an afternoon and high
tea at the British Embassy with Princess Anne in attendance, pinning the medal
to her chest. Jill is very modest and rarely talks about her MBE, but the kids
and I are very proud of her.
What was Jill’s work in Ethiopia and what is she doing now?
In between all her running around doing charity work and campaigning, which was
another of her unheralded activities, Jill was a well respected primary school
teacher at the Sandford English Community School. However, in 2014 she
underwent life saving surgery on an acoustic neuroma which caused her to go deaf
in one ear while she already had some hearing loss in the other. She was able to
teach at Sandford School as they made great allowances for her newly acquired
disability, but on returning to the UK in 2015 the thought of going back into a
British School was overwhelming.
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Jill ended up working in the care sector looking after people with
disabilities; helping them to live at home with support. For now she is very happy
in her role as a care giver, but she sometimes wonders if a role in a hospice
would suit. In Ethiopia she assisted many people off the streets to die in
dignity. On Thursday mornings Jill takes great pleasure in doing the washing up
at Carecent - almost carrying on a lifetime tradition of doing something for the
destitute on a Thursday.
Next question: what about Joshua and Hannah - where are they now
and what are they doing now?
My penance and exile overseas may soon come to an end!! Leaving Ethiopia was
never our plan but illness and bankruptcy contributed heavily in our decision to
leave, and Joshua and Hannah were both determined to study for degrees in the
UK. They wanted to finally live back in England and to experience the culture
unadulterated. The government decided, after a fight, that neither were
entitled to student loans, so with the help of the congregation at St Edward the
Confessor, Joshua was finally able to read Biomedical Engineering at Swansea
University and Hannah, International Business and Management at Loughborough
University. I felt obliged to return to my former role as a Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene Promotion Specialist in the aid sector to contribute to the exorbitant
cost of a university education. I am therefore so happy to know that Hannah
graduates this summer and Joshua has only one year to go. With the coronavirus
outbreak Joshua is considering when to go back for his final year; this coming
September or September 2021. Biomedical Engineering looks like a very
appropriate choice these days. I take this opportunity, once again, to thank
everyone at St Edward’s who have supported us financially in our time of need.
But God's grace is paramount in all of this. As I continue to pray for you all at
St Edward’s, I hope some of you will continue to pray for everyone working
around the world to stop this pandemic in its tracks.
Regards
Gary Campbell
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Communion in Company
Meet on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chancel area.
Praying in Company will
then meet on the following Wednesdays.
Please do join us.

Photos were taken at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park in Wakefield
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SPOTTERS’ GUIDE 3
Congratulations to readers who identified, or visited, the six items to date!
It‟s amazing how much we miss in our busy lives today, and the opportunity to
notice the details we take for granted can be a focus on the story of our parish. This month, you might have success with this selection.

Clue: No longer known by this original name.
Clue: Not far from Tesco roundabout.

Clue: The bird and the ring are part of his legend
and he gave his name to the building he decorates.
Clue: Is he keeping an eye on a busy road junction?

Clue: Once part of a farm building.
Clue: The white painted walls are eye-catching.

Answers:
Top “spot” is the house on the corner of Tadcaster Road and Middlethorpe
Drive.
Middle “spot” is the statue of St Edward on the church porch.
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Bottom “spot” is no.33 Tadcaster Road, (The Old Roost Farmhouse) opposite
the Cross Keys.

Loopy In Lockdown Competition
As you will have seen in the pewsheet, we are running a (Very) Short Story
Competition. You are invited to compose 50-word mini-saga on any subject
and the only rule is that the „saga‟ has to be written in exactly 50 words! It
could be witty, poignant, tragic, or anything in between, on any subject that
takes your imagination. This idea was sent to the Office by Martin Baldock
who won 2nd prize in his home parish and his entry is as follows:-

LOOPY IN LOCKDOWN. by Martin Baldock

Went shopping this morning.

Saw a woman talking to her cat in her front garden.

As if it would understand.

Told my dog when I got home. We had a good laugh.

Bought some strawberries. 205 seeds on the first one. 198 on the next.

What do you mean, bored?

Please submit your entries to the Parish Office by email or post through the
Vicarage letter box.

Richard
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Modern witnesses to resurrection faith
A well-known BBC Correspondent
John Simpson is World Affairs Editor at the BBC. For the last 40 years he has
travelled widely, and reported world events on radio and television. He‟s been in
the thick of many wars. In a television broadcast on Armistice Day 2010 John
commented, „I‟ve found that my faith as an Anglican has been profoundly helpful‟.
In 2003 he narrowly escaped death when he and his television crew were hit by
„friendly fire‟ in Iraq. Fifteen people were killed - including Kamaran Abdurazaq
Muhamed, the local translator he‟d hired.
Despite years of experience, John was extremely distressed and suffered
„survivor guilt‟. He knew that if he hadn‟t hired Kamaran, the interpreter would
still be alive. He wanted to remember him and kept Kamaran‟s photo on display.
But as the months passed he felt the need to find some peace about it all. In the
end, this peace came from his faith: „It was just sitting in church and talking to
my vicar about it that eventually made me come to terms with what was happening. And the vicar in particular was very anxious to say - I remember the gesture
– “God holds Kamaran to him as much now as before”.‟
An eminent scientist
Until recently Francis Collins held the highly prestigious post of Head of the Human Genome Project. This involved working at the cutting edge of the study of
DNA, the „code of life‟. He is a leading scientist with an international reputation.
Francis was brought up in a home where faith in God was not important, and he
carried this easy indifference to religious questions into his adult life.
When practising as a young doctor, it was his patients who challenged him to
think hard about questions of life and death. He was impressed by the resilience
and fortitude of believers as death approached. Then one of his patients challenged him directly to think hard about life, God and meaning.
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So Francis started to read Christian books and this prompted him to question his
atheistic creed. In particular he confronted the question: where does our sense
of right and wrong come from? In his fine book The Language of God (Pocket
Books 2007) he describes his journey from atheism to Christian faith.
„So here is the central question … : In this modern era of cosmology, evolution
and the human genome, is there still the possibility of a richly satisfying harmony
between the scientific and spiritual worldviews? I answer with a resounding yes!
In my view, there is no conflict in being a rigorous scientist and a person who believes in a God who takes a personal interest in each one of us.‟
In the summer of AD 2000 Francis stood in the White House with US President
Bill Clinton. They broadcast to the world an astounding fact - the script carrying
all the instructions needed for building a human being had been decoded.
The President declared: „Today we are learning the language in which God created
life. We are gaining ever more awe for the complexity, the beauty, and the wonder of God‟s most divine and sacred gift.‟
Francis Collins followed with these words: „It‟s a
happy day for the world. It is humbling for me,
and awe-inspiring, to realize that we have caught
the first glimpse of our own instruction book,
previously known only to God.‟
… and an Actor on prayer
Timothy West said:
„To me, prayer is really for putting things in perspective and finding greater values. You think there‟s something you want, but when you pray, you realise that
there is something much more important than that. I pray, obviously, for the well
-being of family and friends, and for people I know who are sick or in trouble.‟

John Young
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In the heart of urban England is an Anglican parish called St Elsewhere,
although that‟s not important - but what follows is. This is the final chapter of
a four-part story in successive editions of The Porch.

Chapter 4 - The Stranger joins the church
Last week‟s talk about pearls and oysters created the biggest stir we‟ve ever
experienced and it was the only real subject of discussions all week. It created
a lot of opinion, some of it negative but most people could relate to the sense
of what had been proposed –that a simple piece of grit could be turned into
something of great worth and beauty. If only we could run our church along
those lines!
Despite our earlier misgivings, we were looking forward to the stranger coming
back to church on Sunday. But he didn‟t turn up, which was disappointing. Nor
did he reappear the next week. Some people thought it was a good thing, but
most of us now thought quite differently and realised that we actually missed
him. There was a growing sense that something had changed now he was no
longer visible and strange things had started to happen within the church.
People actively welcomed newcomers and had begun to visit people on the new
housing estates nearby, and some brave souls had even joined the Street
Helpers to help support people outside our congregation who would otherwise
be left alone and vulnerable. We also saw something quite remarkable in the
level of giving – it increased almost overnight. So whilst we had always received
enough money to maintain the building and support ourselves, we now had
enough to do that and plenty more to support a ministry to the outside world.
We also had people, many of whom had only been on the periphery of the
congregation until now, coming forward to offer new initiatives and resources
to take us even further forward.
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But where was the stranger now? It was as if he had disappeared from the
face of the earth – because after last week, no-one had seen him again. A few
observant members of the congregation said that they hadn‟t actually seen him
leave either, so where was he? It sounds ridiculous but we even checked all the
cupboards and spare rooms in case he‟d taken cover there, but no. He was
clearly with us in presence even though we could no longer see him. How
strange that such a thing could happen in our church - there had never been a
precedent for this! Despite all the talking and waiting, the stranger never
reappeared and we wondered who he had been. And where did he go?
A few cynics said that they knew he couldn‟t be trusted – worming his way in
and then suddenly leaving us. They couldn‟t understand the new attitude that
most of us had adopted but were impressed that we suddenly had more vitality
than before. And enough money to make a real difference, not just in the
Church but also in the wider community.
As for pearls and oysters and grit, that was only a parable- but it did result in
something beautiful.
Author‟s note
The story of The Stranger grew out of the day set aside to explore the Holy
Spirit in October 2019, although its genesis was Archbishop Sentamu‟s
visitation during the Parish Vacancy. The idea grew legs and became a story in
four chapters that was designed to intrigue and arouse readers‟ interest.
Whether it has done that is a personal one, but the big question is this – where
is The Stranger now?

Peter Wheatcroft
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A WORD ABOUT DOUBT
You‟ll read a great deal about faith in these pages –
and a fair bit about doubt too. Doubt has been a first
cousin to faith from the beginning, as we noted when
we considered the verse in the Gospels which provides the title of this book: „Lord I believe, help my
unbelief‟ (Mark 9.24). And as we‟ll see in a later chapter, even though the risen Lord appeared to his disciples, „some doubted‟ (Matthew 28.17).
So if you‟re a Christian who experiences doubt … take
heart; you‟re in good company!
We human beings are „amphibians‟. I don‟t mean that
we can live in air and water like frogs! I do mean that human beings are at home
in two worlds – the physical world of the body; and the unseen world of the spirit.
Because the world of the spirit is - by definition - invisible and intangible, it can
seem unreal. We might not „feel‟ its presence. But important and inescapable as
feelings are, they aren‟t always a reliable guide.
It‟s not surprising that faith in God should sometimes be accompanied by doubt.
For some people this amounts to „the dark night of the soul‟; Mother Teresa famously experienced this. Doubt isn‟t confined to people who believe in God, however. Atheists sometimes doubt their creed too – causing them to wonder
whether God might, after all, exist.
When I have doubts, I remind myself of the foundations of my faith. I believe
these to be strong, and the reasons for my Christian faith are set out in this
book. At the same time I look around at people who inspire me – at that „great
cloud of witnesses‟ referred to in the New Testament (Hebrews 12.1). Hence the
Witness Statements included in these pages.
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One deeply thoughtful Christian friend looks at it this way … if he has doubts,
he challenges himself to deny his faith. But because he knows it is wellgrounded, he simply can‟t do that. So he gets on with his life. In other words, he
doesn‟t allow any particular doubts he might have – or any spiritually dry periods
that he might be going through - to get in the way of his Christian commitment.
Note: The friend mentioned above was Professor of Mathematical Physics at
Cambridge. He and his colleagues welcomed the young Stephen Hawking to their
department several decades ago now. John is very well used to weighing evidence and he is convinced that his Christian faith is well grounded. I think
that‟s worth considering. The widespread notion that science has disproved religion conveniently sets on one side the fact that many leading scientists are
active Christians. Not all by any means, of course. But fine scientists who are
Christians are fairly numerous. If you want to see this for
yourself, I recommend: True scientists, true faith edited by
Professor RJ Berry.
Postscript: It‟s important to add that some Christians never
seem to experience doubt - the great Archbishop William
Temple comes to mind. So if doubt isn‟t a part of your experience, rejoice and be glad! You are in good company too.

John Young
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Wise words on the environment - but who made this speech
and when....
Our ability to come together to stop or limit damage to the world's environment
will be perhaps the greatest test of how far we can act as a world community. No
-one should under-estimate the imagination that will be required, nor the scientific effort, nor the unprecedented co-operation we shall have to show. .....
In recent years, we have been playing with the conditions of the life we know on
the surface of our planet. We have cared too little for our seas, our forests and
our land. We have treated the air and the oceans like a dustbin. We have come to
realise that man's activities and numbers threaten to upset the biological balance
which we have taken for granted and on which human life depends.
We must remember our duty to Nature before it is too late. That duty is constant. It is never completed. It lives on as we breathe. It endures as we eat and
sleep, work and rest, as we are born and as we pass away. The duty to Nature will
remain long after our own endeavours have brought peace to the Middle East. It
will weigh on our shoulders for as long as we wish to dwell on a living and thriving
planet, and hand it on to our children and theirs.
Answer: 1990 Nov 6 Margaret Thatcher. Speech at 2nd World Climate Conference
Quoted in an article in York Press, by Christan Vassie Lib Dem councillor and
Stephen Lewis, April 2020
From Betty's website, Easter Day
"We’re here to lift spirits”
Last year we celebrated our centenary and we found ourselves thinking a lot
about our founder, Frederick Belmont. He was an extraordinary man. An orphan,
an immigrant, a survivor. But we‟re thinking about him even more now.
In 1919, when he opened Bettys, the world was being ravaged by Spanish flu. It
must have been an incredibly frightening time. Two decades later he had to work
25 out how to keep his cafés open amongst food shortages and bombing raids.

How did he keep going? This Swiss confectioner who lost his parents before the
age of five and yet was full of fun, laughter and love.
He kept going because he had a purpose. He wanted to lift people‟s spirits, and
he wanted to do it in the only way he knew how: with delicious, dainty treats.
Today the world feels strange, uncertain, frightening even. In some ways, tea
and cake are the least important things in the world. And yet, in this moment
when we all desperately need a little comfort, they can suddenly feel like the
most important things in the world."
And don't forget Betty's partners are Taylor's, makers of Yorkshire tea,
which fuelled the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi Sunak, MP for Richmond
(in post only since 13 February) through the most extraordinary fiscal measures in history.
Random conundrum from my mother, found as I tidied my study Which is the
only football League club in the top 92 whose name contains NO letter you can
colour in?
Answer: Hull City
free press' - when your mum irons your trousers for you.
Gill Stamp
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Max Burgess noticed this in a poetry book
With the sound of trains passing by the side of my house and garden and
which is of no disturbance to me, but comfort I would say, as they bring to
mind such pieces of poetry as the poem below:-"The Spiritual Railway," which
can be found at the South porch of Ely Cathedral upon a memorial stone in
memory of two young men who were killed in a railway accident in 1845. To
see that poetry pleases, the train could take me all the way.
The Spiritual Railway
Written by James Entwistle who invites sinners to join the rail line to life
eternal in this spiritual poem.
The line to Heaven by Christ was made,
With heavenly truth the rails are laid.
From earth to heaven the line extends
To Life Eternal where it ends.
Repentance is the station then
Where passengers are taken in.
No fee for them is there to pay
For Jesus is Himself the way.
God‟s Word is the first engineer.
It points the way to Heaven so clear.
Through tunnels dark and dreary here
It does the way to Glory steer.
God‟s Love the fire, his Truth the steam
Which drives the engine and the train.
All you who would to Glory ride
Must come to Christ, in Him abide.
Come then, poor sinners, now‟s the time
At any station on the line.
If you‟ll repent and turn from sin,
The train will stop and take you in.
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FAIRTRADE

As the Lockdown has continued we have all been much
more aware of the importance of our local independent
shops and traders. The home deliveries of fruit and vegetables have linked us to the local growers and suppliers.
We are more willing to pay a fair price because we are
placing greater value on what we are consuming.

FAIRTRADE IN ACTION!
Around the world the poor are more vulnerable to Covid 19.Their economies
are devastated and they cannot get their goods out to the West through
their usual outlets.
Traidcraft Exchange is supporting producers….helping them to keep safe
through the provision of simple handwashing facilities and soap as well as offering extended loans and credits to enable them to keep going.
Fairer World in York is the shop which supplies our stalls at St Edward‟s .It
is currently closed but please continue to look for Fairtrade goods in the supermarkets and make a special effort to buy them. Your purchase makes a
real difference, even more so in this crisis.
Traidcraft is still open for business from the warehouse in Gateshead and
orders can be placed directly with them.
www.traidcraftshop.co.uk will tell you how to shop with them.
Charlie and Moya who own Fairer World have received a £10,000 Coronavirus Business Grant from the Govt via York City Council ,which is a help until
the shop can reopen as of course there are still numerous bills to be paid.

We look forward to having a bumper stall at St Edward‟s once we can meet
again .

Helen Dawe
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April at York Foodbank
When I promised Ian that I
would write an article for The
Porch every month during
2020, I had no idea that Coronavirus was going to make that
difficult for me! When lockdown was announced the volunteers who are over 70 years
of age were asked to stay away, in other words we were “furloughed”. This is
so frustrating as I want to continue helping struggling families especially as
nationally there has been an overall increase of 81% in need and a 122% increase in food parcels for children as people are furloughed or lose their jobs.
The volunteers continue to open the Gateway Centre on Monday mornings, clients come in, social distancing is maintained and clients are given their bags of
food. Stock in the warehouse dropped significantly at the beginning of the
lockdown due to the increased demand. However, thanks to the generosity of
the people of York the level of stock has recovered.
Morrisons made a large donation to the Foodbank and they also made a large
donation to Abbeyfield Homes, so much in fact that Abbeyfield were unable to
use it all and passed it to the Foodbank. Amongst the donation were several
large boxes of pickled beetroot - not an item normally given to our clients.
When it was delivered to the warehouse it caused great amusement because
the Morrisons donation to Foodbank had included a similar quantity of pickled
beetroot and this had only just left the warehouse having been shared
amongst other local charities.
Margaret Titman
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USPG (United Society Partners in the Gospel) the Mission Society supported
by our Parish Giving.

KOINONIA, the new
magazine of USPG should
have arrived on your
doorstep recently along with the Quarterly Prayer Paper. „Koinonia is a
transliterated form of a Greek word which is used 19 times in the Greek New
Testament. It means „communion‟, ‟fellowship‟ or „joint participation‟.

It is a glossy magazine, full of articles from members of the worldwide Anglican
Communion, many of whom had been looking forward to meeting together at the
Lambeth Conference in July. This is a gathering of Archbishops and Bishops who
meet together, in England, about every 10 years at the invitation of the
Archbishop of Canterbury.

There are also features from other church leaders who would have been
speaking at the other gatherings and conferences that USPG had planned prior
to Lambeth. Of course all of these have been delayed ...not cancelled but
pushed on to 2021 when hopefully it will be safe to meet in person.

In the meantime, Duncan Dormor (General
Secretary) spent May 3rd zooming around
the world, meeting, preaching and
worshipping with churches in Fiji, Ghana
and Malawi amongst others from his home
in London. If you would like to join in and
31 see them for yourselves there is a video link on the USPG website.

Locally the Regional Conference to be held
in Leeds in October has also been moved on
a year. We are fortunate to be able to have
the same keynote speakers the Revd
Kirrilee Reid who works with refugees in
Calais and Cathrine Fungai Ngangira from
Zimbabwe. Of course we will also be looking
at the impact of Covid19 and the implications of this on future work. The new
date will be Saturday October 16th 2021 so save it now!

Coronavirus /Covid19 has shown us that there can be no artificial barriers that
keep countries isolated.
We are the Body of Christ, linked
together and USPG has created a
new fund FOCUS ON THE FUTURE,
to enable churches around the world
to respond to the urgent needs they
face. Helping them to provide care
and support for their communities
out of their faithful commitment to God‟s love. These include the provision of
soap and sanitizers for areas where washing hands is just so difficult, as well as
financial support to enable printed material to be produced with health info to
keep people safe.

USPG website is a wonderful way to keep in touch with the world church. If you
didn‟t receive a paper copy of Koinonia, you can access it and the Prayer paper
there. That is also where you can make a donation to the new fund.

Helen Dawe (Parish Contact for USPG)
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What will Doris do next?

As you will probably be aware. Doris appeared on our screens starring in
“In for a Penny in for a Pound”. She was stopped and asked to take part
whilst shopping with her grandchildren in Parliament Street and (despite
her protests that she was too busy shopping) was persuaded to film with
Stephen Mulhern.
Pictures from the show showed
Doris, dressed as a Ghost and bobbing for Yorkshire Puddings in a
bowl of gravy

The presenter Stephen Mulhern
was also bowled over as Doris continued to show her affection.
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Well done Doris!

Precious to God an email sent to friends 23 March
My overwhelming feeling at the moment, in this global village we live in, is that
everyone is infinitely precious and a unique individual. I am very inspired by
Isaiah 43., "you are precious and honoured in my sight and I love you.'" And I
keep thinking of all those people who are precious in my life and have enriched
it so much. The loss of life across the world is terrifying but my prayer is that
as we are building the resources to support each other, those lives will never
be forgotten.
Each day, while we have been able to enjoy the sunshine and 'social distancing'
company, we have also seen examples of supporting each other with technology.
My children would say I am a hoarder but it means I have a lot of resources to
sustain Geoff and me in our small flat. Now I am thinking about how to support anyone I know without technology by telephone.
I'm sure we are all reeling from shock, especially those with children, those
who live alone and those already ill. Above all, at the moment we all need to
look after our own mental health first if we are to start supporting others.
Those of us who have experienced mental ill health know how important it is to
slow down, take a day at a time. One of our retired clergy said : " It is what it
is." There are lots of positives emerging.
The President of Mind, Stephen Fry, recorded a very helpful video on self isolation - it's now buried on the BBC website, but might be easier to find via
Google. His advice is to establish a pattern and to decide which news and stick
to it, is invaluable.
Every picture tells a story and I prefer pictures to words.
This morning, I wrote a reflection for our church website, based on the powerful symbol of the rainbow. Yes, we are all locked in the ark now, but there is a
rainbow at the end.
I always have to have something to look forward to the following day. For tomorrow, I'm looking through the back catalogue on my recorded programmes.
Last week, we found great gems from 2017- episodes of Our dancing town. The
finale in York (annoyingly not on iPlayer ) has an 8-minute extract on YouTube.
But remember now you don't have to follow anyone else's suggestions!
With every blessing. Keep in touch.
God bless. Gill
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